
xxx xxx xxx 

GOA, TUESDAY, JANUARY 28, 2025 7voice of india
Police personnel during 
investigation after four 
members of a family 
were killed, in Timri area 
of Gujarat’s Patan

Delhi BJP President 
Virendra Sachdeva with 
party leaders Sambit Patra 
and Yogendra Chandolia 
during a press conference, 
in New Delhi

Uttarakhand Chief 
Minister Pushkar Singh 
Dhami during an event 
for implementation of the 
Uniform Civil Code (UCC), 
in Dehradun

People of the Jewish 
community during a 
ceremony to pay tribute on 
the International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day, at  
Keneseth Eliyahoo  
Synagogue, in Mumbai
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PTI, NEW DELHI: The par-
liamentary committee scru-
tinising the Waqf bill is set to 
propose that existing  “Waqf 
by user” properties will re-
main so if not in dispute or 
are government facilities 
but they must be registered 
before the new law takes ef-
fect, providing little relief to 
Waqf bodies in their unveri-
fied title claims.

Opposition MPs on Mon-
day proposed amendments 
in all 44 clauses of the Waqf 
(Amendment) Bill, seeking 
to mostly restore the provi-
sions of the current Act, and 
claimed that the law pro-
posed by the committee in 
its report would maintain 
the Bill's  “draconian” char-
acter and the bid to inter-
fere in the religious affairs 
of Muslims.

While the accepted 
amendments make some 
concessions to Muslim 
bodies criticising the Bill, 
including leaving it to Waqf 
boards to decide on wel-
fare measures for widows 
and orphans, among oth-
ers, instead of mandating it 
by law, a few of them may 

further irk the critics.
The meeting of the 

joint parliamentary com-
mittee headed by BJP MP 
Jagdambika Pal was again 
marked by noisy protests 
by opposition members, 
who accused him of  
“subverting” democratic 
process.

The panel is set to adopt 
its report on Wednesday 
with MPs of opposition 
parties such as the Con-
gress, TMC, DMK and the 

AIMIM expected to give 
their dissent, sources said.

The committee will now 
meet for one last time, like-
ly on Wednesday, the tim-
ing for which was notified 
on Monday.

All 32 amendments pro-
posed by BJP MPs and their 
allies from the TDP and the 
JD(U) were accepted. Op-
position MPs put forward 
more than 500 amendments 
at Monday's meeting. With 
Parliament's Budget Session 

set to begin on January 31, 
the ruling BJP-led National 
Democratic Alliance can get 
the Bill passed in the first 
half of the session as it en-
joys a majority in both the 
Lok Sabha and the Rajya 
Sabha, they added.

Among the amendments 
that may draw further ob-
jection from Muslim groups 
and opposition parties is 
that a Waqf board can now 
have even four non-Muslim 
members instead of two.

One of the changes passed 
by the panel said  “two of to-
tal members of the Board ap-
pointed under this sub-sec-
tion, excluding ex-officio 
members, shall be non-Mus-
lim”, the sources said.

The phrase  “excluding 
ex-officio members” did 
not feature in the Bill.

While the Bill states 
that only a person practis-
ing Islam for at least five 
years may declare a Waqf, 
which refers to proper-
ties dedicated exclusively 
for religious or charitable 
purposes under Islamic 
law, an approved amend-
ment adds that such a per-

Waqf panel accepts ruling alliance‘s amendments 
in 14 clauses, rejects Oppn-sponsored changes

AIMIM MP Asaduddin Owaisi, TMC MP Kalyan Banerjee, 
and other opposition members after a meeting of the Joint 
Parliamentary Committee on the Waqf (Amendment) Bill, in 
New Delhi,

son should be showing or 
demonstrating that he or 
she is practising the religion 
for five years, according to 
the sources.

Folk artists take part in a procession from Ulsoor to Vidhanasoudha on the eve of the 
unveiling of 'Bhuvaneshwari Devi' statue, in Bengaluru, Karnataka

PTI, CHENNAI:  The Ta-
mil Nadu government 
on Monday said it has 
stepped up measures to 
conserve the Olive Ridley 
turtles, amidst reports of 
several hundreds of sea 
turtles getting washed 
ashore dead along Chen-
nai's coastline for the past 
few days, causing concern 
to environmentalists.

The Olive Ridley turtle 
nesting in the coastal are-
as will be monitored and 
protected, the government 
said, and warned fisher-
men of stringent action 
if they were found using 
trawl nets within five nau-
tical miles (9.26 km) in the 
coastal areas of Chennai, 
Chengalpattu, Cuddalore, 
Villupuram, Nagapattinam, 

Ramanathapuram, Tho-
othukudi, and Kanyaku-
mari districts.

Fishing with trawl nets 
has already been banned 
within five nautical miles 
from the coast and during 

the nesting season trawl 
nets should not be used 
without the installation of 
a Turtle Expulsion Device 
(TED), an official release 
here said.

"Strict action will be tak-

en under the Tamil Nadu 
Marine Fisheries Regula-
tion Act, 1983, against any 
violation. Fishermen have 
been advised not to switch 
off GPS devices at some lo-
cations while fishing or op-
erating at sea," the release 
warned.

A special task force has 
been formed with repre-
sentatives from the Indian 
Coast Guard, Fisheries and 
Forest Departments, Ma-
rine Fisheries Regulatory 
Division, and the Tamil 
Nadu Coast Guard under 
the Principal Chief Con-
servator of Forests to ex-
change information on sea 
turtle movement/breeding 
and ensure conducive at-
mosphere for the sea tur-
tles to breed.

Concern over hundreds of dead Olive 
Ridley turtles washed ashore in Chennai

Volunteers prepare to bury carcasses of Olive Ridley sea 
turtles that were washed ashore at Kovalam Beach on the 
outskirts of Chennai, Tamil Nadu

PTI, NEW DELHI: Unnao 
rape case convict Kuldeep 
Singh Sengar, granted 
interim bail on medical 
grounds, is back to Tihar as 
the doctor was unavailable, 
his counsel told the Delhi 
High Court on Monday.

A bench of Justices Yas-
hwant Varma and Harish 
Vaidyanathan Shankar 
learnt from the counsel 
that Sengar returned to 
the jail on January 24 as 
an AIIMS surgeon, sup-
posed to perform his eye 

surgery, was not available 
till January 30.

He said Sengar, serving a 
life term in the case, would 
move court again either on 
January 28 or 29, to seek 
medical bail for his cataract 
surgery.

The court asked the 
counsel to start argu-
ments on Sengar's ap-
peal in the case under 
the Protection of Chil-
dren against Sexual Of-
fences Act which would 
be heard in February.

Unnao case convict Kuldeep 
Sengar surrendered in Tihar, 

Delhi HC told

PTI, NEW DELHI: The 
World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) has request-
ed governments to prior-
itise leprosy elimination 
and ensure sustained 
funding for surveillance, 
treatment, care and sup-
port, while calling upon 
them to include those af-
fected by leprosy in poli-
cy and decision-making 
processes.

Celebrated annually on 
the last Sunday of Janu-
ary, World Leprosy Day 
serves to raise aware-
ness about leprosy, a ne-
glected tropical disease, 
and inspire the global 
community to unite to 
eliminate it.

WHO urges 
governments to 

prioritise leprosy 
elimination

PTI, IMPHAL:  Opposition 
Congress in Manipur on 
Monday filed disqualifica-
tion petitions against four 
National People's Party 
(NPP) MLAs for extend-
ing support to the BJP-led 
government, despite the 
party officially severing 
ties with the ruling front 
two months ago.

Manipur Congress 
vice-president Hareshwar 
Goshwami filed four dif-
ferent petitions against the 
MLAs at the Speaker's Tri-
bunal of the state assembly, 

the petitioner's advocate N 
Bupenda Meitei told PTI.

"My client has filed the 
petitions against four NPP 
legislators for extending 
support to the BJP-led 
government in the state. 
They had joined a meet-
ing convened for the rul-
ing MLAs by the chief 
minister," he said.

Meitei said the NPP MLAs 
attended the meeting, al-
though the NPP national 
president had already with-
drawn support to the BJP-
led govt in Manipur.

Manipur Cong files petitions 
seeking disqualification of  

4 NPP MLAs
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