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Trump’s Gaza
proposal is
dangerous and
unworkable

In recent comments aboard Air Force One, US Pres-

ident Donald Trump raised an alarming idea: that

neighboring countries, Jordan and Egypt, should
take in large numbers of Palestinians from Gaza, either
temporarily or permanently. This proposal - coming af-
ter a brutal 15-month conflict between Israel and Ha-
mas - would not only upend the lives of millions of peo-
ple but also further exacerbate an already fragile and
volatile situation in West Asia.

Trump’s suggestion that Gaza, a region already devas-
tated by war, should be "cleaned out" and its residents
relocated to other countries is both dangerous and un-
realistic. His words - characterised by the casual men-
tion of uprooting a population of approximately 1.5 mil-
lion people - ignore the complex realities of Palestinian
identity, history, and the legal and moral implications
of forced displacement. More concerning, they echo
long-standing hardline Israeli proposals to rid Gaza of
its Palestinian inhabitants under the guise of offering a
better life elsewhere.

Trump’s proposal has been firmly rejected by both
the countries he suggested as potential destinations for
the displaced - Jordan and Egypt - and by Palestinian
political leaders. Jordan, which already hosts over 2 mil-
lion Palestinian refugees, has consistently rejected any
suggestion that Palestinians should be relocated there.
Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi reaffirmed that Jordan’s
stance was “firm and unwavering,” emphasizing that
Palestinians’ right to live in their homeland could not
be negated. Similarly, Egypt has repeatedly signalled
its opposition to any plan that would involve the forced
displacement of Palestinians.

Trump's suggestion
echoes rhetoric often

Palestinian groups,
including Hamas and
the Palestinian Author-

associated with the ity, have unequivocally

most extreme elements  condemned Trump’s re-

within Israel’s far- marks. Hamas, in particu-

right govemment' lar, made it c!ear tha'F no

. . . . number of internation-
including figures like

al proposals could ever
convince them to aban-
don Gaza. As senior Ha-
mas official Bassem Naim
displacement put it, “Our people... will
. . foil such projects.” This
of Palestinians sentiment is shared by
millions of Palestinians who view their right to live
in Gaza as inviolable, despite the years of occupation,
blockade, and violence.

Trump’s suggestion echoes rhetoric often associated
with the most extreme elements within Israel’s far-
right government, including figures like Finance Min-
ister Bezalel Smotrich, who has long advocated for the
displacement of Palestinians. For Smotrich, the forced
removal of Palestinians from Gaza would enable the
re-establishment of Jewish settlements in the region. His
endorsement of Trump’s comments reflects a disturbing
trend of increasing dehumanization of Palestinians and
calls for their forced removal—a trend that crosses a dan-
gerous line from political discourse to ethnic cleansing,

Experts in international law have rightly condemned
Trump’s proposal as a violation of numerous legal
principles. Omer Shatz, an academic and international
criminal court counsel, referred to it as a “call for ethnic
cleansing.” Such plans are not merely impractical; they are
illegal. Forced displacement of populations is a war crime,
and no amount of political manoeuvring can legitimize it.
The UN has long been clear that the displacement of Pales-
tinians from their land, whether in Gaza, the West Bank, or
elsewhere, is a violation of international law.

Beyond the moral and legal issues, Trump’s plan is
also unworkable. Gaza’s population has already been
displaced in large numbers, with much of the region re-
duced to rubble. Many Gaza residents have sought ref-
uge in the south, while others remain in the rubble of
their homes, desperate to rebuild. The idea of relocating
them to neighbouring countries fails to account for the
deep political and social divisions that would make such
relocation a logistical and humanitarian nightmare.

Neither Jordan nor Egypt is equipped or willing to
absorb hundreds of thousands of additional refugees,
especially from a region with such a volatile political
history. Furthermore, the idea that Palestinians in Gaza
would willingly leave their homes, where they have en-
dured not just years but decades of hardship, seems na-
ive. They would rather rebuild their homes than leave
them for an uncertain future elsewhere.

The reality is that Trump's remarks do not represent
a serious effort to solve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
They are yet another distraction from the real issues at
play. A lasting peace can only be achieved when both
Israelis and Palestinians are given the opportunity to
live in secure and self-determined states. Any solution
that forces Palestinians out of Gaza or denies them their
rights is not a solution at all. It is a continuation of the
policies that have kept both Israelis and Palestinians
trapped in cycles of violence, resentment, and loss. As
the world watches, we must reject any idea that displac-
es people from their homes. The focus must remain on
finding a just solution—one that respects the rights and
aspirations of both Palestinians and Israelis.

Finance Minister Bezalel
Smotrich, who has
long advocated for the
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Amid US’s
sweeping
immigration
move, as per
news reports,
India is planning
to take back
all its nationals
living illegally
in the US.
New Delhi
has shown its
eagerness to
engage and
comply with the
US president
to maintain
an amicable
environment

India needs to tread
on Trump return

fter EAM Jaishankar had
Adelivered Prime Minister

Narendra Modi’s letter
to US President Donald Trump
during the inaugural function,
New Delhi, a strategic partner
of the US in its bid to counter
China, will be keen to arrange
for a meeting between the two
on an urgent basis.

Trump had visited India in
February 2020 during his pre-
vious term in office where he
promised India "an incredible
trade deal".

And in this step, Jaishankar
met US Secretary of State Mar-
co Rubio for bilateral meeting
on January 21.

This was the first official
meeting between the Indian
and US governments’ after
Trump 2.0 took office. Both
leaders agreed on a shared
commitment to continuing to
strengthen the partnership be-
tween the two countries.

According to a government
statement, the dialogues cov-
ered regional issues and op-
portunities to further deepen
the US-India ties especially on
critical and emerging technol-
ogies, defence cooperation, en-
ergy, and on advancing a free
and open Indo-Pacific region.

Meanwhile, even as Trump
assumed office, his high pitch
on tariffs has sent shock waves
through global trade relations,
particularly with the nations
in the BRICS conglomerate and
this includes India.

In fact, during the inaugural
function, Trump had issued a
warning to these countries,
stating that they may face
up to 100% import tariffs if
they attempted to reduce the
role of the dollar or tried to
de-dollar in global trade. New
Delhi has to take note of this
announcement considering
its dependence on trade mat-
ters with the US and inciden-
tally, the US is New Delhi’s
largest trading partner.

However, it may be noted
here, rupee settlement in the
BRICS trade is miniscule. Chi-
nese currency accounts for 15

per cent of the global trade and
China and Brazil are largely
trading in the local currencies.
So, the immediate pressure is
on China and Brazil.

Currently, New Delhi has to
adopt a wait-and-watch policy
like other BRICS nations and
decode Trump’s stance on the
tariff policy.

In FY24, the US was India’s
largest trading partner, with
exports amounting to $77.5
billion, up 46% from $53.1
billion in FY20. A drastic
move by the US could deal a
severe blow to Indian export
plans, especially in sectors
like textiles, steel and agri-
cultural products.

Meanwhile, despite the
BRICS nations’ interest in
exploring alternatives to
the dollar, India has re-
mained cautious.

[t may be noted that as Jais-
hankar had pointed out during
arecentdiscussion at the Doha
Forum, “India has no interest
in weakening the US dollar
We have always maintained
that there is no proposal for a
BRICS currency.”

ILLEGAL IMMIGRANT ISSUE

It may be noted that Trump
also made a tough call on il-
legal immigration and an-
nounced the end of citizenship
by birth for children of tem-
porary visa holders, including
H1-B and L1 visas as well as
dependent visas (H4). How-
ever, on the next day, Trump
stated that he supported H1-B
visas for “competent” people
not only in the tech industry
but also for other jobs.

It may be recalled here that
Indians account for nearly 75
per cent of the 386,000 H-1B
visas issued in 2023.

From his bid to end birth-
right citizenship to mobilising
troops along the US-Mexico
border, Trump took a hardline
approach on Day 1 itself.

Meanwhile, amid US’s
sweeping immigration move,
as per news reports, India is
planning to take back all its na-
tionals living illegally in the US.
New Delhi has shown its ea-
gerness to engage and comply
with the US president to main-
tain an amicable environment.

OF ILLEGAL INDIANS

According to the US Depart-
ment of Homeland Security
(DHS), as many as 11 million
(1.1 crore) illegal migrants
were residing in America as of
January 2022.

Some 220,000 “unauthor-
ised” Indian immigrants lived
in the US as of 2022, as per the
DHS report released in 2024.

With 725,000, Indians stood
at the third largest group of
undocumented immigrants (in
the US) after those from EI Sal-
vador and Mexico, according
to the Pew Research Centre.

If Trump sticks to his plan
to deport illegal immigrants,
it could affect 20,407 “undoc-
umented” Indians.

Of these, 17,940 “paperless”
Indians are under “final re-
moval orders”, while another
2,467 are in detention under
the ICE’s Enforcement and Re-
moval Operations.

By accepting its nationals,
India is trying to keep the US
in good humour and main-
tain a friendly term with the
Trump administration and in
return, New Delhi is hoping for
concessions on student visas
and the H-1B programme for
skilled workers.

Dhruva Jaishankar, executive
director of ORF America told
in an interview to PTI, days
ahead of the presidential in-
auguration, “I always say that
India is, in relative terms,
quite well placed under the
Trump administration.”

“If you look at what
Trump's demands are: he
says American allies are free
riders, that they should be
doing more: Nato allies, Ja-
pan. He doesn't like foreign
aid. So, on many issues, In-
dia is not really going to be
directly affected because he
doesn't see India as a prob-
lem,” said Jaishankar, whose
latest book “Vishwa Shastra”
recently hit the bookstores.

Also, India’s crucial role in
the “China Plus One” strategy
— a policy aimed at diversify-
ing global supply chains away
from China — may provide
New Delhi with opportunities
to expand its base especially
in the manufacturing sector
and increase exports to the
US. If the US seeks to shift sup-
ply chains out of China in this
term, New Delhi could expect
to emerge as an alternative
manufacturing hub.

However, India must take
the initiative in this regard and
hard sell the country’s case.

Moreover, the bond between
Trump and Modi could allow
for smoother negotiations
and possibly a more flexible
approach to several issues.
Despite the tariff concerns,
India’s strategic importance in
the Indo-Pacific could provide
a fillip to reduce trade ripples.

(Writer is Senior Journalist
and Former Senior Associate
Editor, O Heraldo, Goa)
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SCHOOL FETES AND
DANCES! WHERE ARE
WE HEADING?

SAVIO FERNANDES

Ex. students Associations organizing annu-
al dances during festive season is an old
tradition and carried forward by the younger
generation. It is a mix of experience and young
minds with vibrant body adding synergy to
the mission and collaborators for helping
their alma mater to prosper and nourish the
young mind. Reunion of ex students serves
an opportunity for reviving fond memories,
keeping the friendly relation, many a times
helping one another and also to contribute
to the society in taking up people centric is-
sues, a déja vu experience.

However, in the recent years some, schools
and institutions have started a new trend of or-
ganizing dances and fetes at school level that too
in the evening hours where young budding minds
are exposed to late night entertainment, a mat-
ter of concern. In this contemporary world, many
parents are busy in their own chores, with the
competitive working environment demanding
long working hours, many a times throwing the
work life balance to a toss.

Children in these age group are immature and
need a lot of guidance to tackle the psychological
changes they undergo and expectations from the
competitive world. The world is already getting
toxic with the easy access to the array of mobile
apps, distasteful entertainment, violent scenes
in movies, narcotic substances etc. Gone are the
days where parents could control their children
with a carrot and stick with a firm hand of au-
thority. The influence of all these and sundry are
taking a toll on the mind of the child, and parents
and teachers are at the receiving end. Parenting
is a challenging task, compounding the situation
and making it further stressful.

Analyzing the above, it is learnt that schools are
organizing these events to garner funds for the
school management, but is it wise to adopt these
ideas at the cost of playing with young minds? De-
fraying the cost towards organizing these events
will not fetch much money for the cause intended.
So is it wise to venture in these events?

Firstly, these events introduce the young
children specially the teenagers who are in
their phase of exploring the new world, to the
night life rather than taming their already con-
fused mind. It also leads to selecting partners
for the evening fun, as it is the best opportunity
for the children to be away in the late evening
with their friends, ‘courtesy’, a school has or-
ganized, and parents are in a fix.

A fly on the wall will reveal Talks doing the
round among the teenagers, “Do you have a Boy-
friend/Girl friend? if the answers is not in the
affirmative, Oh! There is something wrong with
you. Then starts the hunting experience and in
the bargain studies take a secondary preference.
Doing a general survey reveals these events leads
to petty quarrels among boy/girls due to some
male chauvinism and poaching of partners. At
times a weak and unguided child is unable to
endure the pressure, eventually leading to un-
fortunate incidences. The ultimate sufferers are
the parents and the victim, an innocent budding
child. Is the child sent to school to imbibe these
negative qualities or to be groomed into a good
citizen of this country, with leadership qualities,
able to stand out in society as a respectable per-
son? Schools need to ponder on this thought and
have a brain storming session to explore other nov-
el ideas rather than continuing with these event in
the best interest of the children and parents.

Act against illegal
rental units

Itis learnt that a day after solving
the gang-rape of a mentally chal- : .
- India tops global

lenged woman at Cansaulim, the :
Fatorda police reportedly moved :

: tuberculosis burden
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the Tourism Department for can- :

cellation of trade license of the :
guest house at Cansaulim where :
the victim was sexually assaulted
by the five accused persons. This
is a step in the right direction as :
it will act as a deterrent for such :
horrific incidents taking place. :
According to the police, the guest :
house at Cansaulim where the :
crime took place did not main- :
tain any details of the accused :
nor their identities. It is learnt
that one of the alleged accused :
would often visit the guest house :
with various women and the de- :
tails were never registered on :
¢ dren, the urban poor, and people

the log book.

Did the staff of the guest house
not find it suspicious that a woman
of unsound mind was accompa- :
nied by five men? It must be made :
mandatory for guest houses to :
keep a record about the identities :
of the guests along with the pur- :
pose of their visit to the locality. :

It pains to note that India still
continues to lead in the global
TB burden with 26% of cases
according to WHO'’s Global Tu-
berculosis Report 2024. This is,
in spite of the fact that TB is a
detectable and curable disease
and its diagnosis and treatment
methods have been a part of the
existing health systems in the
country for a long time.

While TB can affect people of
any class, religion, ethnicity, and
socio-economic status, it dispro-
portionately affects the most mar-
ginalised in society, including chil-

living with HIV/AIDS.

son-centred approach, India can
the way of TB control and create a
healthier future for all its citizens.

Ranganathan Sivakumar,
Chennai

It is pertinent to note that there is :

a proliferation of rental units ille-

be used for illegal activities and

could serve as temporary accom- :
modation for thieves, anti-social
elements and even terrorists. The :
tourism department needs to act :
against these illegal rental units as
it hurts the interest of legitimate :
i an occasional foray into bird
¢ watching, and the gentle excite-
Adelmo Fernandes, Vasco

hotels thereby causing loss of reve-
nue to the government.

. No rest for the

gally operating as tourist accom- culture seekers...

modations. Many of these could :
i We became winter residents of

Reis Magos around 15 years ago.
It appealed to us as a quiet, re-
laxed winter escape home from
Boston Massachusetts. We im-
agined the quiet pursuit of paint-
ing, walking on the beach, with

ment of waking up to the sound

By adopting a holistic and per-
- Take steps to control

overcome the barriers that stand in :
 stray cattle, dogs
¢ This has reference to the report :
: ‘Stray cattle and dogs create nui-
¢ sance at night in Mapusa’ (Herald
¢ - January 27, 2025).

¢ of waves and birds. So, here we
: are, first week in Reis Magos and
i we are running around to see an
. incredible circus, dance perfor-
{ mance in Anjuna, go to an invig-
i orating thought provoking book
i group discussion at Literati led
i by author Saurabh Kirpal, played '
¢ bridge at a Community center :
¢ in Saligao, played Pickle ball in :
i Candolim, saw an art show at the :
! Sunaparanta, spent time at the ! for Mount Everest
i Lok Utsav in Panjim and are now
i looking forward to the Monte fes-
: tival! What happened to our vision
i of sleepy laid back Goa? I know it
¢ exists and we will seek it out. The :
¢ cultural offerings in Goa are entic-
i ing and varied. Goa offers nourish-
: ment for the mind and the soul.

Rani Sarin, Reis Magos

It seems like the issue of stray

¢ dogs and cattle will remain a never
¢ ending topic of discussion, wheth-
i eritisin Goa or in cities like Mum-
: bai. Time and time again, this issue
¢ has been highlighted in the media,
i yet there seems to be no concrete
i steps being taken to contain this
: menace. How many more people
: should get seriously injured or
¢ lose their lives on account of these
i strays? Or, how long are people go-
¢ ing to live in constant fear of being

i mitting

i attacked by strays? :
The government and those :
© concerned, must take a stand and :
: make suitable, practical laws or :
i guidelines with regard to stray :
i dogs and cattle and ensure that the
¢ citizens live in safety.

Melville X. D'Souza, Mumbai :
: once again by lifting his second
¢ Australian open title. After com-
¢ ing up trumps at the US open
: in September last year, Sinner
i Nepal is all set to hike the permit
i price to climb the tallest peak,
: Mount Everest, by an increase of
i over 36 percent. :

. Nepal hikes permit fees

Fees for those wanting to climb

i the peak during off period will also
i have to pay a big amount for climb-
: ing one of the natural wonders of :
i the blue planet. Income from permit
¢ fees is a key source of revenue for :
i Nepal, with mountain climbing and
i trekking contributing more than 4%
i to the mountain nation’s economy. ~ :
Mountaineering experts have :
¢ often criticised Nepal
too many climbers on '
i Everest, and some years back hap-
: hazard and horrendous incidents
i occurred when there was a terri- :
: ble traffic jam on the mount with
i so many climbers queuing up to
: reach the pinnacle. Also garbage
¢ dumped during trekkings created
i the mount into the world's high- :
¢ est garbage dump. The price hike
{ might in someway help curtail the
: number of climbers going on top
¢ of the peak and also help the na- :
i tion to make use of the revenue for
¢ protection and preservation of the

for per- :

i peaks ecology. The Himalayan na-
¢ tion should curtail the number of
i climbers per year which can help
i in keeping the sanctity and mighti-
i ness of the peak.

M Pradyu, Kannur

: Sinner on a roll

23-year-old Jannik Sinner, the

¢ first Italian tennis player to as-
i cend to the world number one

ranking, has proved his mettle

seems destined for bigger things

i as he is virtually on a roll from

early 2024.
Having reached the semi-finals

of French open and Wimbledon
i last year, and notwithstanding a
i tennis player's

famous achilles
heel--injury-- Sinner has come
back every time he was consid-
ered down and out. Currently,
Sinner has two top players to con-

¢ tend with for glories at big tourna-
i ments apart from Novak Djokovic:

Spain's Carlos Alcaraz and Russian
Daniil Medvedev, both at the prime
of their careers.

Though not exactly in the

¢ mould of the famous Federer, Na-

dal, Djokovic rivalry, the Sinner,

¢ Alcaraz, Medvedev trio appears
i to rule the tennis world albeit in
¢ a different way. Sinner's power-
¢ ful first serve and two--handed
i backhand volleys standout.

Although experts see " Novak
Djokovic", in Sinner's playing style,

the Italian has been praised for

"Roger Federer like" cool and calm

¢ composure on the tennis court.

Ganapathi Bhat, Akola
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