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AP, RAMALLAH (WEST 
BANK):  The UN agency for 
Palestinian refugees says 
that if Israel carries out 
its threat to close its east 
Jerusalem headquarters 
on Thursday, the outsize 
effects will be felt acutely 
and immediately by tens of 
thousands of Palestinians.

The agency, known as 
UNRWA, runs 12 facilities 
that provide critical public 
services across east Jeru-
salem, including schools 

enrolling at least 1,200 
children and free clinics 
serving over 70,000 people.

“That's the thing, it has 
an impact on people's lives,” 
Juliette Touma, a spokes-
woman for UNRWA, said of 
the potential closure.

In the Shuafat refugee 
camp, an impoverished 
neighbourhood, “people 
today can walk just a few 
metres and they're in an ex-
cellent clinic,” Touma said. 
But if it's shuttered, she 

said, tens of thousands of 
Palestinians would have to 
cross a difficult checkpoint, 

UNRWA warns of far-reaching consequences 
if Israel goes ahead with its closure

pay for transport and, even 
if they're eligible for Israeli 
primary health care, also 
pay for medicine in order 
to see a doctor or get a 
blood test.

“We're talking about the 
poorest of the poor,” Touma 
said. “Right now, they have 
no alternative.”

The closure of UNR-
WA schools would raise 
all sorts of problems giv-
en that there are already 
too few classrooms in the 

overcrowded Palestinian 
areas of east Jerusalem, 
she said.

Touma said much re-
mains unclear about the 
Israeli order, including 
whether the closure would 
apply to operations in east 
Jerusalem only or to the 
entirety of the Palestinian 
territories.

Israel says the agency 
has allowed itself to be in-
filtrated by Hamas, allega-
tions denied by the UN.

The closure of 
UNRWA schools 

would raise all sorts of 
problems given that 
there are already too 
few classrooms in the 
overcrowded Palestinian 
areas of east Jerusalem
   — Juliette Touma,
Spokeswoman for UNRWA

Colombia’s prez says govt won’t 
accept deportation flights from US

AP, BOGOTA (COLOM-
BIA): Colombian Pres-
ident Gustavo Petro on 
Sunday said that his gov-
ernment wouldn't accept 
flights carrying migrants 
deported from the United 
States until the Trump ad-
ministration creates a pro-
tocol that treats them with 
“dignity”.

 Petro made the an-
nouncement in two X posts, 
one of which included a 

news video of migrants re-
portedly deported to Brazil 
walking on a tarmac with 
their hands and feet re-
strained.

“A migrant is not a 
criminal and must be 
treated with the digni-
ty that a human being 
deserves,” Petro said. 
“That is why I returned 
the US military planes 
that were carrying Co-
lombian migrants.”

DEATH

(New Vaddem, Vasco-da-Gama)

SANTANA MANUEL
ALVARES

Son/Son-in-Law of: 
Late Joaquim Vincent Alvares/Late Ana Maria Marcelo E

Alvares, Late Inacio Diniz/Late Conceiao Goes E Diniz
Affectionate father of Ansel Ashley Alvares & Acalan

Abban Alvares and family

Relatives & friends kindly accept this as the only intimation

Funeral cortege will leave his residence 
at 4pm, Today 27th January 2025 

at St. Andrew’s Church, Vasco-da-Gama for eucharistic
celebration followed by burial

DOB: 26/09/1970 DOD: 26/01/2025|

Passed away peacefully

Beloved husband of Alifa Diniz 


