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PTI, KOLKATA: The par-
ents of the R G Kar hospi-
tal victim have said that 

West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee cannot 
disown the responsibility 

Police, hospital tried to destroy evidence, CM can’t 
disown responsibility: RG Kar victim’s parents

for the alleged attempt 
of the police and hospital 
authorities to destroy evi-
dence of rape and murder 
of their daughter.

They attempted to 
shield the main conspir-
ators behind the crime, 
while the CBI failed to 
bring to book all the per-
petrators and overlooked 
the larger conspiracy as-
pect, the parents claimed.

The ruling Trinamool 
Congress has termed the 
allegations unfortunate.

“Everyone - Kolkata 
Police, the hospital ad-
ministration and people's 
representatives from the 
TMC - played an active 
role to hush up the ghast-

ly incident so that truth 
does not come to light, the 
deceased medic's mother 
told a Bengali TV channel 
on Friday.

The body of the 31-year-
old post-graduate trainee 
was found in a semi-naked 
state in the seminar hall of 
RG Kar Medical College and 
Hospital on August 9 last 
year. The trial court on Jan-

uary 20 sentenced Sanjay 
Roy, the lone convict, to life 
imprisonment till death in 
the rape-murder case.

“The CM cannot disown 
the failure of the Kolkata 
Police, hospital and the ad-
ministration, the mother of 
the deceased said.

The chief minister also 
holds the police and health 
portfolios.

The CM has to explain 
why the crime scene could 
not be sealed and the evi-
dence was tampered with 
by the entry of a large num-
ber of onlookers. She has 
to explain why from the 
footage of 68 people mov-
ing in the area on August 
9 morning till midday, only 
one person Sanjay Roy was 
identified as the sole per-
petrator of the crime? her 
mother said.

She claimed while the 
CBI did not act on the is-
sue of alleged suppression 
of facts, the state adminis-
tration failed to protect a 
woman medic at her work-
place, and later tried to 
hide the larger conspiracy 
aspect of the crime.

“These matters were not 
properly addressed by CBI 
despite our testimony to 
the agency,” the victim's fa-
ther added, accusing both 
CBI and the Kolkata Police 
of holding a shoddy inves-
tigation  “to shield some 
people.” TMC spokesperson 
Kunal Ghosh dubbed the 
charges as unfortunate.

CBI URGES EARLY HEARING OF APPEAL ON 
RG KAR CONVICT'S SENTENCE; CAL HC TO 

TAKE UP MATTER ON JAN 27
PTI, KOLKATA: The CBI on Friday urged the Calcutta 
High Court to schedule an early hearing on its appeal 
seeking death penalty for R G Kar Hospital rape-murder 
case convict Sanjay Roy. The investigating agency 
moved the court after the trial court rejected its de-
mand earlier for death penalty to Roy, who was found 
guilty of the rape and murder of an on-duty doctor at 
R G Medical College and Hospital on August 9, 2024. 
A division bench presided by Justice Debangsu Basak, 
before which the matter was mentioned by deputy 
solicitor general (DSG) Rajdeep Majumdar seeking 
an early hearing of the CBI's plea, said it will hear the 
appeal on January 27 along with a prayer by the West 
Bengal government over admission of its appeal with a 
similar plea.

Volunteers prepare to bury carcasses of Olive Ridley sea turtles that were washed ashore at 
Kovalam Beach on the outskirts of Chennai, in Tamil Nadu

PTI, JAMMU: Army troops 
exchanged fire with terror-
ists in the higher reaches of 
Jammu and Kashmir's Kath-
ua district in the early hours 
of Saturday, officials said, as 
a massive search operation 
is underway to trace out the 
ultras who fled after the ini-
tial fire-fight.

The alert sentry post of 
a temporary Army camp in 
Batod panchayat detected 
the movement of suspect-
ed terrorists at around 
1:20 am and opened fire, 
the officials said.

They said the terrorists 
fired back and the inter-
mittent exchange of fire 
continued between the 
two sides for nearly half 
an hour.

Army troops 
exchange fire 
with terrorists 

in J&K
PTI, IMPHAL: Manipur 
Chief Minister N Biren 
Singh said that a total 
of 314.471 kg of seized 
drugs were disposed of at 
a bio-medical waste treat-
ment facility in Imphal 
West district on Saturday.

Singh said the state gov-
ernment launched a war 
on drugs since 2018 un-
der the guidance of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah.

He said the war on drugs 
is not just a campaign, it is 
a mission to protect our fu-
ture generations, safeguard 
the integrity of our society, 
and ensure a brighter to-
morrow for Manipur. Let us 
all stand united in this en-
deavour, strengthening our 
resolve and commitment to 
make Manipur a drug-free 
state, he added.

“The state government 
has been continuously 
waging war against drugs 
and destroyed thou-
sands of acres of poppy. 
Huge quantities of drugs 
amounting to Rs 70,000 
crore have been seized 
and more than 2,000 to 
3,000 people have been 
arrested and nearly 200 
people convicted,” the CM 
told reporters.

Every year seized drugs 
are destroyed publicly to 
show our transparency. 
After completion of ju-
dicial procedure seized 
drugs are destroyed by 
burning, Singh said.

The chief minister also 
appealed to the people of 
the state and officials com-
bating drugs to be sincere, 
transparent and not to 
compromise at any cost in 
drug-related matters.

314.471 kg of seized drugs 
disposed of in Manipur: CM

PTI, NEW DELHI: A Del-
hi court has directed the 
ED to suspend a lookout 
circular (LOC) against 
the erstwhile promoter 
of Kwality Ltd., Siddhant 
Gupta in a money laun-
dering case, saying trav-
elling abroad was a con-
stitutional right.

Principal District and 
Sessions Judge Anju Ba-
jaj Chandna allowed the 
application seeking di-
rections to the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) 
for suspension of the 
LOC issued by it from 
January 25 to February 
8 to enable him to visit 
Singapore to drop his 
daughter and make ar-
rangements for her there 
for further studies.

“The right to free 
movement includes trav-
elling abroad and the 

same is the constitutional 
right of the applicant. The 
applicant has sought per-
mission to travel abroad 
for a limited period and 
for a specific purpose. In 
my opinion, no prejudice 
would be caused to ED if 
for a limited period, LOC 
is suspended and the ap-
plicant is permitted to 
visit abroad,” the judge 
said in an order passed 
on Friday.

The judge noted that 
Gupta's anticipatory 
bail application was 
pending before the 
court and was fixed 
for hearing on Janu-
ary 30 and in a related 
case lodged by the BCI, 
based on which the ED 
started the present in-
vestigation, the accused 
was earlier granted per-
mission to visit abroad.

DELHI COURT: TRAVELLING ABROAD 
A CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT


