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Indonesian President 
Prabowo Subianto 
receives a memento 
during his visit to the 
Rajghat, in New Delhi 

Smoke billows out 
after a fire broke out 
in a furniture market, 
in the Dindoshi area 
of Mumbai

Specially-designed 
Vande Bharat Express 
train during a trial run, 
at a railway station in the 
Nowgam area of Srinagar

PTI, WASHINGTON: The 
US Supreme Court has 
turned down a review pe-
tition by terror accused 
Tahawwur Rana, dismiss-
ing his last legal challenge 
against his extradition to 
India in connection with 
the 2008 Mumbai attacks 
that killed 166 people.

Petition DENIED, the Su-
preme Court said. The apex 
court's order came on Jan-
uary 21, a day after Donald 
Trump was sworn in as the 
US President.

Earlier, Rana lost legal bat-
tles in several federal courts, 
including the US Court of Ap-
peals for the North Circuit in 
San Francisco.

Rana, a Canadian nation-
al of Pakistani origin, on 
November 13 filed a peti-
tion for a writ of certiora-
ri before the US Supreme 
Court to review the lower 
court's ruling.

Rana, who is currently de-
tained at the Metropolitan 
Detention Center in Los An-
geles, is known to be associ-
ated with Pakistani-Ameri-
can terrorist David Coleman 
Headley, one of the main 
conspirators of the 26/11 
Mumbai attacks.

Headley obtained Rana's 
consent to open an office 
of First World Immigration 
Services as a cover for his 
activities in India.

Earlier, the US govern-
ment had argued in the 

court that the petition for a 
writ of certiorari should be 
denied. US Solicitor Gen-
eral Elizabeth B Prelogar 
said this in its filing before 
the Supreme Court on De-
cember 16.

She said Rana was not 
entitled to relief from extra-
dition to India in this case.

In his petitions for a writ 
of certiorari to review the 
judgment of the United 
States Court of Appeals for 
the Ninth Circuit, Rana ar-
gued that he was tried and 
acquitted in federal court in 
the Northern District of Il-
linois (Chicago) on charges 
relating to the 2008 terror-
ist attacks on Mumbai.

India now seeks to extra-
dite him for trial on charges 
based on the identical con-
duct at issue in the Chicago 
case, it said.

Prelogar disagreed.
The government does not 

concede that all of the con-
duct on which India seeks 
extradition was covered by 
the government's prosecu-
tion in this case. For exam-
ple, India's forgery charges 
are based in part on con-
duct that was not charged 
in the United States: peti-
tioner's use of false infor-
mation in an application to 
formally open a branch of-
fice of the Immigration Law 
Center submitted to the Re-

serve Bank of India, the US 
Solicitor General had said.

It is not clear that the 
jury's verdict in this case 
which involves conspiracy 
charges and was some-
what difficult to parse 
means that he has been 
convicted or acquitted on 
all of the specific conduct 
that India has charged, 
Prelogar had said.

A total of 166 people, 
including six Americans, 
were killed in the 2008 
Mumbai terror attacks in 
which 10 Pakistani ter-
rorists laid a more than 
60-hour siege, attacking 
people at iconic and vital 
locations of Mumbai.

26/11 convict Tahawwur Rana 
loses last legal battle in US

Supreme Court clears extradition to India

The government does not concede that all of the conduct on which India 
seeks extradition was covered by the government's prosecution in this case. 

For example, India's forgery charges are based in part on conduct that was not 
charged in the United States: petitioner's use of false information in an application 
to formally open a branch office of the Immigration Law Center submitted to the 
Reserve Bank of India
— Elizabeth B Prelogar, US Solicitor General 

MUMBAI  
TERROR ATTACK

PTI, NEW DELHI: The Con-
gress hit out at the Election 
Commission on Saturday, 
saying the “self-congratu-
lation” on National Voters' 
Day would not obscure the 
fact that the poll panel as it 
has been functioning makes 
a “mockery” of the Consti-
tution and is an insult to the 
voters themselves.

The opposition party 
also alleged that over the 
past decade, the profes-
sionalism and independ-
ence of the Election Com-
mission has been “severely 
compromised” by the duo 
of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Home Minister 
Amit Shah.

In a post on X, Congress 
president Mallikarjun 
Kharge said, “Even as we 
celebrate National Voters' 
Day, the ceaseless erosion of 
the institutional integrity of 
the Election Commission of 
India, in the last ten years, 
is a matter of grave nation-
al concern.” “Our Election 
Commission of India and 
our Parliamentary Democ-
racy, despite widespread 
doubts, over the decades, 
turned out to be impartial, 
independent and ideal to 
emulate globally,” he said.

The realisation of univer-
sal adult suffrage, extending 
to the grassroots levels of 
panchayat and urban local 
bodies embodies the vision 
of our founders, he said.

“However, complacency 
in upholding democratic 
processes can inadvertent-
ly pave the way for author-
itarianism. Therefore, safe-
guarding the independence 
of our institutions is essen-
tial to preserve our democ-
racy and uphold the con-

stitutional principles that 
underpin it,” Kharge said.

The National Voters' Day 
has been celebrated for the 
past 15 years to mark the 
inception of the Election 
Commission (EC) on Janu-
ary 25, 1950, a day before 
India became a republic.

In a post on X, Congress 
general secretary in-charge 
communications Jairam 
Ramesh said, “There will 
be a lot of self-congratu-
lation today but that will 
not obscure the fact that 
the Election Commission 
as it has been function-
ing makes a mockery of 
the Constitution and is an 
insult to the voters them-
selves.” “Today has been 
celebrated as National Vot-
ers Day since 2011 to mark 
the day on which the Elec-
tion Commission came into 
being 75 years ago on Jan 
25th, 1950,” he noted.

The Election Commis-
sion is a Constitutional 
body and its first Chairman 
was the legendary Suku-
mar Sen whose role in es-
tablishing the foundations 
of our electoral democracy 
was crucial, Ramesh said.

“He was the sole Chief 
Election Commissioner for 
eight years. His 'Report on 
the First General Elections 
in India 1951-52' is a clas-
sic. But the preparations of 
the draft electoral roll for 
the first elections had been 
completed before Sen took 
over,” he said.

The story of this historic 
endeavour and of the peo-
ple involved in it is nar-
rated very finely by Ornit 
Shani in her definitive 'How 
India Became Democratic', 
Ramesh pointed out.

EC’s independence 
‘severely compromised’ 
by PM-HM duo: Cong

the completion of 75 years of
coming into effect of our Constitution

&

Live telecast of Republic Day celebration from
Kartavya Path from

9:00 AM on Doordarshan Network 

- Narendra Modi

Republic Day greetings to all my family 
members in the country. The Constitution 

of our nation has been instrumental in
fortifying Bharat's democracy. This country 

is committed to moving forward with a 
firm resolution by overcoming obstacles, 

hurdles and challenges.
Jai Hind !

Greeting to all fellow citizens on

th REPUBLIC DAY

Government of India
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