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PANJIM: The High Court of 
Bombay Goa has directed 
the Town and Country Plan-
ning (TCP) Department to 
appoint any Town Planner 
other than from its Mapusa 
office to inspect the site of 
architect Dean D’Cruz and 
to submit the report. 

The Court issued di-
rections after petitioner 
D’Cruz in a writ petition 

alleged ministerial bias 
which was causing the gov-
ernment officials in taking 
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The High Court had earlier asked the TCP 

Department to stop witch-hunting after it refused 
to approve revised technical clearance order 

and completion order towards construction of 
residential house by D’Cruz at Saligao

ior Town Planner, Mapu-
sa and that the said set-
back was in conformity 
with the Regional Plan 
2021.

According to the peti-
tioner, the Senior Town 
Planner, Mapusa was se-
lectively targeting him 
by arbitrarily rejecting 
plans submitted by him 
as architect for various 
projects of clients in pro-
fessional capacity as ar-
chitect which was viola-
tive of Article 19 (1) (g) 
which guarantees that 
“All citizens shall have 
the right to practice any 
profession, or to carry on 
any occupation, trade or 
business,”

Adv Rohit Bras De Sa 
argued on behalf of the 
petitioner.

decisions against him, 
thereby undermining the 
principles of ‘fairness’ and 
‘impartiality’ in public 
administration. The TCP 
Department was delaying 
grant of completion or-
der/occupancy certificate 
to the petitioner. This ac-
tion was violative of Arti-
cle 14 of Constitution of 
India.

The petitioner had 
sought direction to the 
State authorities more 
particularly the Mapu-
sa Deputy Town Plan-
ner Zaidev Aldonkar 
to recuse himself from 
the matter and/or to 
step aside from the de-
cision-making process 
and for a direction that 
the matter be reheard by 
different, unbiased deci-
sion-maker namely Verti-
ka Dagur, the senior-most 
officer in the TCP Depart-
ment (or any other senior 
official) for reasons stat-
ed hereunder.

The High Court had ear-
lier asked the TCP Depart-
ment to stop witch-hunt-
ing after it refused to 
approve revised technical 
clearance order and com-
pletion order towards 
construction of residential 
house by D’Cruz at Saligao

The petitioner has reit-
erated and stated that the 
construction carried out 
by him in Survey Num-
ber 193/1 of Saligao Vil-
lage, Bardez Taluka was 
as per the construction 
license issued in 2014. 
He had also clarified that 
the construction was not 
encroaching on any road 
widening/setback, as 
falsely alleged by the TCP 
Department and the Sen-
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PORVORIM: The Por-
vorim police arrested 
Lalit Vaigankar, 20 from 
Sodiem, Siolim for steal-
ing a motorbike worth Rs 
1.5 lakh from Porvorim. 

The stolen bike has also 
been recovered. Owner of 
the bike, Saurabh Dessai 
had filed a complaint stat-
ing that his bike which was 
parked in front of a shop 
near Defence Colony at Por-
vorim was stolen on Jan 19.

Meanwhile a bike parked 
in open parking area  near 
Hotel Priti International, 
Gaunsawado, Mapusa was 

Siolim youth held for 
stealing bike from Porvorim

stolen by unidentified mis-
creants on Jan 20. The bike 
owner Viraj Bandodkar from 

Deulwado, Dhargal, Pernem 
has lodged a complaint  to this 
effect, said Mapusa police.


