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FATORDA: Hosts FC Goa will 
face Chennaiyin FC in the Indian 
Super League match, on Janu-
ary 25, at the Nehru Stadium, 
here, at 7.30 pm.

FC Goa currently are at 
second position on the points 
table with 30 points from 16 
matches, while Chennaiyin 
FC are 10th with 18 points 
from 17 games. 

The Gaurs have won thrice 
in their last five games and 
are seven points behind 
the top-placed Mohun Ba-
gan Super Giant (37), who 
have played an additional 
game (17) too. The Manolo 
Marquez-coached team will 
be buoyed with Jamshedpur 

FC losing to Hyderabad FC 
on Thursday, since it eas-
es pressure on them at the 
second spot, as a win would 
have propelled the Red Min-
ers (28) to displace FC Goa in 
their position for now.

 For Chennaiyin FC, the 
equation is fairly straightfor-
ward. The Marina Machans 
are trailing the sixth-placed 
Odisha FC (24) by seven 
points, having played the 
same number of games as 
them. Form hasn’t really been 
on their side off late, losing 
twice and drawing thrice in 
their previous five encoun-
ters. In fact, their last three 
matches have produced con-
secutive draws, and Owen 
Coyle will be hoping to over-
turn this streak in order to get 
more points under their belt. 
They can ill afford to succumb 
to defeats anymore since the 

competition is intensifying at 
the middle of the table.

 FC Goa will look to ride 
on Brison Fernandes’ pur-
ple patch upfront, as with 
six strikes he is the only In-
dian alongside Sunil Chhetri 
(11) in the list of top-10 
goal-scorers so far this sea-
son. Overall, the Gaurs have 
struck the back of the net 30 
times, powered by Armando 

Sadiku (9), Borja Herrera (4), 
amongst others.

 Chennaiyin FC have scored 
23 times, with Wilmar Jordan 
Gil (8) embracing the major 
chunk of the responsibilities 
in the frontline. The Gaurs 
(20), however, have been 
relatively more disciplined 
defensively, as compared to 
Chennaiyin FC (27), and FC 
Goa have conceded just twice 

in their last three matches. 
Can the Marina Machans 
breach their defence tomor-
row?

 The Gaurs have been 
unbeaten in their last four 
meetings with Chennaiyin 
FC (won 3, draw 1). Avoiding 
defeat in this match would 
mark their longest unbeat-
en run against the Marina 
Machans in ISL history. They 
have also scored in each of 
their last 16 games, levelling 
their longest scoring streak 
in the competition. A goal in 
this match would make it a 
record-breaking 17 consec-
utive matches with a strike, 
displaying the cohesion with 
which their frontline has 
been operating.

 FC Goa Head Coach Mano-
lo Marquez admitted that it 
is going to be a tough contest 
against the Chennaiyin FC, who 
he believes are a strong team.

 “Chennaiyin FC played 
well against Mohun Bagan 
Super Giant. They are a 
strong team and it will be a 
difficult game for both teams. 
It’s very difficult to win 
games in the middle of the 
competition,” he said.

 “We are focused on what 
we want out of this game”

 Chennaiyin FC Head Coach 
Owen Coyle is confident that 
his team can get a sequence 
of positive results under 
their belt once they get on a 
winning momentum.

 “We are focused on what 
we want out of this game. You 
rarely change the defenders 
but we have had to do it for 
a long time. We have shown 
before as a club what we are 
capable of once we get on a 
winning run,” he said.

FC Goa aim to maintain 
dominance at the top

FC Goa’s Brison Fernandes is felicitated by Holy Cross and Senior 
South Grand Masters football player Albert Pinheiro by presenting 
a memento and bouquet at Carvota, Loutolim, on Friday 

It is going to be a tough contest 
against the Chennaiyin FC, who he 

believes are a strong team. Chennaiyin 
FC played well against Mohun Bagan 
Super Giant. They are a strong team 
and it will be a difficult game for both 
teams. It’s very difficult to win games in 
the middle of the competition. We are 
focused on what we want out of this game
– Manolo Marquez, FC Goa head coach 

ISL PREVIEW

INACIO NORONHA   

Reliance Foundation Development League (Group 
Stage) Goa leg: Dempo SC vs MH Oranje FC, at Duler Sta-
dium, Mapusa, 8.30 am. FC Goa vs RF Young Champs, at 
Duler Stadium, Mapusa, 3.45 pm. Sesa FA vs Mumbai City 
FC, at Sirsaim ground, 3.45 pm

GFA Vedanta Women’s League: Maina SC vs Calangute 
Association, at curtorim ground, 3.45 pm

GFA Division II League (Mormugao Zone): BITS Pi-
lani FC vs Chicalim SC, at BITS Pilani ground, 6 pm. Ace 
Soccer Academy SCC vs Velsao SCA, at Cansaulim ground, 
3.45 pm. Bardez Zone: Valpoi FC vs PVC Association, at 
Parra ground, 3.45 pm

All Goa Batora Boys Curtorim 1-and-2-a-side foot-
ball tie-breaker at Batora, Curtorim, 5 pm

Cavelossim Panchayat Cup (final): Navelim Villagers 
Union vs Uguem Rising Club at Fr Druston and Wellington 
ground, Cavelossim, 4.30 pm

CRI Jubilee Cup 2025: Throwball and Fustal tour-
naments for Sisters and Formees at Agnel Arena,  
Assagao, 2 pm  

TODAY’S SPORTS

Exhibition football match at Curtorim
RAIA: Batora United, Curtorim, will organise an exhibition 
football match between Curtorim 11 and Pilar Priests, on 
January 28, at the Directorate of Sports and Youth Affairs 
ground, Curtorim, at 3.45 pm

Annual Sports Day at Betalbatim
RAIA: Betalbatim Sporting Club will organise villagers’ 
annual sports day on January 26, to celebrate the Republic 
Day. The highlight of the event will be an open mile race.

GOA DIARY
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MAPUSA: FC Goa and 
Dempo SC played out a 
2-2 draw in the AIFF U-17 
I-League group match 
played at Ella ground, Old 
Goa, on Friday.

Ruell Goes gave FC Goa 
the lead when he crossed 
the ball into the box but 
poor anticipation by 
Dempo SC’s goalkeeper 
Adriano Fernandes saw 
the ball go into the net in 
the 13th minute of play. 

Dempo SC responded 
in the 33rd minute when 
Young Gaurs custodian 
Chris Rodrigues spilled 
a cross into the path of 
Dempo SC’s Vishal Cha-

wan who tapped it in, 1-1. 
Josley Gomes restored the 
Gaurs lead before the break 
when he tapped in a cross 
from Sam, 2-1. 

The game started at a 
frantic pace in the second 
half and Dempo SC equal-
ised from a corner in the 
70th minute when Dempo 
SC’s Favio Martins rose high-
est to head the ball into the 
back of the net, 2-2.

Minutes later, FC Goa’s 
custodian Chris was shown a 
red card for handling the ball 
outside the box and denying 
a goal scoring opportunity. 
The game flowed from end 

to end as both teams tried to 
find the winner.

More drama ensued in the 
final minutes when Guars 
centreback skipper Asher 
Rebello rose high to meet a 
corner and head goal wards 
only for a Dempo SC defend-
er to handle the ball and 
deny a goal. He was subse-
quently shown a red card 
and a penalty was awarded 
to FC Goa in the 90th minute.

Dempo SC’s keeper Adri-
ano came to their rescue 
to save the penalty and 
rescue a point. The game 
ended 2-2 with both teams 
down to 10 men.

Dempo SC hold FC Goa

AIFF U-17 
I-LEAGUE

Vasco face 
Ilhas Veterans 

in final
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PANJIM: Vasco Veterans 
scrapped past Fatorda Vet-
erans 6-4 via tie-breaker to 
enter the final of All Goa Vet-
erans football tournament 
organised by Mix Friends 
of Santa Cruz, at Santa Cruz 
ground, on Friday. 

The teams were locked 1-1 
at the end of regulation time. 
Presley Pereira gave Vas-
co Veterans the lead in the 
18th minute, only for Fator-
da to draw level in the final 
minute of regulation time 
through Camilo Monteiro. 

In the resultant 
tie-breaker, Vasco held 
their nerves, scoring 
through Shaikh Niaze, Nel-
son Landez, Agostinho Mis-
quita, Presley Pereira and 
Roque Pereira. Only Vin-
cent Pereira, Rosario Car-
valho and Camilo Monterio 
were on target for Fatorda. 

Vasco will now meet Il-
has Veterans in the final 
on Sunday.
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RAIA: The Guardian 
Angel SC and South Goa 
United Club of Sports 
and Culture played a 
goalless draw in the 
Goa Football Associa-
tion’s U-17 Division I 

League match played 
at Betalbatim ground, 
on Friday. Both teams 
gave their best but could 
not score any goals.

Guardian Angel SC, South 
Goa Utd CSC share spoils

AGENCIES, KOLKATA: 
East Bengal FC returned to 
winning ways with a 2-1 
triumph over Kerala Blast-
ers FC at the Vivekananda 
Yuba Bharati Krirangan in 
Kolkata in the Indian Super 
League (ISL) 2024-25 sea-
son tonight. 

This was the Red & Gold 
Brigade’s first victory in five 
games, having last won 1-0 

against Jamshedpur FC on 
December 21.

 A brilliant first half strike 
from PV Vishnu saw the hosts 
take the lead at half-time, be-
fore Hijazi Maher extended the 
advantage in the second half. 

Danish Farooq brought 
the Kerala Blasters FC back 
into the game with a late goal 

but in the end, it was only a 
consolation. With this win, 
the Red and Golds have also 
snapped their three-game 
losing streak in the current 
campaign.

RESULT 
 East Bengal FC 2 (PV 
Vishnu 20’ Hijazi Maher 
72’) Kerala Blasters FC 1 
(Danish Farooq 84’)

E Bengal FC return to winning ways
ISL MATCH

GFA U-17
DIV I LEAGUE


