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Bollywood actor Huma 
Qureshi during the 
inaugural session of the 15th 
Hyderabad Literary Festival 
(HLF) at Knowledge City, in 
Hyderabad, Telangana

AAP candidate 
from Krishna Nagar 
constituency Vikas Bagga 
during a ‘padyatra’ for the 
upcoming Delhi Assembly 
elections, in New Delhi

Union Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman 
during a meeting 
with ISRO Chairman V 
Narayanan, in  
New Delhi

Union External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar 
during a meeting with 
Indonesian President 
Prabowo Subianto, in 
New Delhi

PTI, NEW DELHI: Ten oppo-
sition members attending the 
joint committee of Parliament 
meeting on the Waqf (Amend-
ment) Bill were suspended 
on Friday as they accused 
its chairperson of reducing 
its proceedings to a "farce", 
while the committee read-
ies to adopt its draft report  
next week.

The appearance of Mirwaiz 
Umar Farooq, a moderate 
Hurriyat leader who is also 
the religious head of Mus-
lims in Kashmir, before the 
panel to voice his disapprov-
al of the proposed law was 
the highlight of the meeting 
but not before opposition 
members' noisy protests 
drowned its proceedings till 
their suspension.

Opposition MPs alleged that 
Jagdambika Pal, the commit-
tee's chairman, was steamroll-
ing the agenda at the govern-
ment's behest with an eye on 
the February 5 Delhi polls.

They later wrote to Lok Sab-
ha Speaker Om Birla to ask 
Pal to postpone the January 
27 meeting and consult other 
members on the next date and 
agenda.

Pal accused opposition mem-
bers, especially the Trinamool 
Congress' Kalyan Banerjee, of 
hurling abuses and insults at 
him in their bid to scuttle the 
proceedings. They broke all 
boundaries, he said.

The suspension was for Fri-
day and opposition MPs can 
attend the next meeting.

The January 27 meeting is 
set to consider the Bill clause 
by clause before finalising the 
report.

Opposition MPs have sought 

Protesting opposition MPs suspended as par 
panel on Waqf Bill readies to adopt its report

more time to allow them 
to frame their views af-
ter studying the views  
of stakeholders. 

These members, 
including Banerjee, 
DMK's A Raja, Con-
gress' Naseer Hussain, 
and BJP MPs traded 
allegations, with the 
former insisting that 
they protested in a 
civilised manner after 
not getting a response  
from Pal.

BJP MP Aparajita 
Sarangi termed the 
conduct of Banerjee, 
often the most vocal 
opposition member, as 
"disgusting" and said 
opposition members 
created a ruckus as part 
of a design to sabotage 
the meeting.

Banerjee said Pal in-
formed them on Janu-
ary 21, when the com-
mittee members were 
in Lucknow meeting 
stakeholders, that the 
next meetings would be 
held on January 24-25. 
Raja wrote on behalf 
of opposition MPs, re-
questing the chairman 
to schedule the meet-
ing after January 30 or 
31 but in vain.

He said the agenda of 
Friday's meeting was 

changed late on Thursday 
and intimated to members 
close to midnight.

"The chairman is treat-
ing opposition members as 
domestic helps and order-
ing them around," Baner-
jee said.

He said Pal received 
several phone calls in the 
meeting and alleged that 
he was taking orders from 
senior govt members.

Slamming his critics, 
Pal said he was steering 
the committee in the most 
democratic manner and 
allowed every opposition 
MP to register their view 
whenever they wanted.

It was the 35th meeting 
on Friday, he added.

The seasoned BJP MP 
claimed that opposition 
members were spreading 
propaganda against the 
Bill's proposals in a similar 
way they allegedly stoked 
fears over the implication 

forced to suspend them on a 
motion moved by BJP mem-

ber Nishikant Dubey due to 
their "ruckus".

of the abrogation of Article 
370 and instant triple talaq.

Pal added that he ad-
journed the meeting twice so 
as to restore order and was 

PTI, NEW DELHI: The CBI conducted searches across seven 
states in a Rs 350-crore crypto scam which robbed hundreds 
of investors of their hard earned money, officials said Friday.

The action follows an FIR registered by the CBI against 
seven individuals who were allegedly running their ponzi 
schemes separately in seven states, they said.

CBI busts Rs 350 cr crypto ponzi scam

A delegation led by Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, the religious 
head of Kashmir, at Parliament Annexe, in New Delhi,  
on Friday


