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JUNIOR HERALD’S SHINING STARS 
BRING TALENT TO THE STAGE

CHARLIE CHAPLIN LOOKALIKE 
COMPETITION

SWIPE RIGHT
Leonardo DiCaprio and Martin 
Scorsese to reunite for work

Leonardo DiCaprio and Martin Scorsese will potentially 
work together in the film adaptation of the book 

titled ‘The Devil in the White City’ by Erik Larson. Sources 
revealed that both DiCaprio and Scorsese are in talks to 
be a part of this venture, along with 20th Century coming 
on board with the venture. It is reported that Scorsese 
and DiCaprio had been working on the venture for some 
time, and insiders revealed they always felt that this story 
has resonated through the years and still continues to 
do so. The ‘Once Upon A Time In Hollywood’ actor and 
acclaimed filmmaker, with Rick Yorn, Stacey Sher, and 
Jennifer Davisson, would also produce the project.

Princess Diana had a top secret dance teacher, Anne 
Allan, whose memoir will be turned into a feature 
documentary, chronicling the nine-year period from 
early 1981.

A Mumbai 
court 

reportedly 
sentenced 
filmmaker Ram 
Gopal Varma to 
imprisonment 
in a cheque 
bounce case 
which was filed 
in 2018. After 
hearing the case 
for seven years, the Mumbai court issued a non-bailable 
warrant in his name. RGV was found guilty under Section 
138 of the Negotiable Instruments Act and must pay ₹3.75 
lakh to compensate the complainant. If he fails to pay the 
amount within three months, it will result in an additional 
three months imprisonment.

Ram Gopal Varma sentenced to 
jail over cheque bounce case

Under the banner ‘G F Productions, 
Navelim-Salcete’, tiatr ‘Dubav’ 
written and directed by Gloria 

Ferrao was staged on the second day 
of Kala Academy’s 10th Tiatr ‘B’ Group 
Competition at Ravindra Bhavan, Margao.

The story revolves around Remeth 
(Custodio Pacheco) and his only daughter 
Filomena (Gloria Ferrao). Both live in 
poverty, yet the father manages to get his 
only daughter married to a seafarer by 
taking a bank loan.

Filomena ties the knot with Menino 
(Roy Crasto) and she now lives with her 
mother-in-law Natalin (Jenevie Vaz) and 
Menino’s spinster sister, Ema (Lucinda Vaz) 
in a palatial house. Mother-in-law and 
sister-in-law hate Filomena as she comes 
from a poor family, but she reciprocates 
with love and concern.

After Menino gets back to duty on 
ship, there’s more harassment and 
counter-arguments between Filomena 
and the other two members of the family. 

After a long period, when Filomena 
decides to visit her poor father, doubts 
crowd the minds of her mother-in-law 
and sister-in-law.

One fine day, when Roy sends a parcel 
for his wife and family through his friend 
(Bernard Fernandes), there are more 
doubts empowering the minds of Natalin 
and Ema. What follows next is to be 
watched in the second half of the drama.

There are performances by Roy, Gloria, 
Jenevie and Lucinda in the lead roles. 

Francis Fernandes, Jose Mario Pereira, 
Melanie and Rachel are in the supporting 
acts. Among all, Jenevie was good in her 
acts as mother-in-law and a little extra 
support from other artistes would help her 
to stand out.   

For some lighter moments, there’s 
Melvern Fernandes, Anthony Fernandes and 
Tina Travasso with pills of laughter with them.

In the category of songs, there’s a 
choral as the opening song by Nazareth 
Coutinho, Melissa Mascarenhas, Jose 

Mario Pereira and Serena Dias. There were 
solos from Serena Dias, Nathen Fernandes, 
Melvern Mascarenhas, Nazareth Coutinho, 

Gloria Ferrao and Jose Mario Pereira. 
There were songs in other categories as 
well, namely duo, duet, trio and quartet, 
but none were interactive in nature.

The band offstage has musical 
members Shelton Fernandes (trumpet), 
Ashtrof Fernandes (saxophone), Eslam 
(bass), Selwyn Mascarenhas (keyboard) and 
Sleton d’Costa (drums). The stage sets and 
light effects were handled single-handedly 
by Anthony Fernandes. The background 
music was provided by Joyd Antao.

Pio Esteves

Tiatr: ‘Dubav’
Cast: Custodio Pacheco, Gloria 
Ferrao, Roy Crasto, Jenevie Vaz, 
Lucinda Vaz, Bernard Fernandes, 

Melvern Fernandes, Anthony 
Fernandes and Tina Travasso

Director: Gloria Ferrao 
Band: Shelton Fernandes (trumpet), 

Ashtrof Fernandes (saxophone), 
Eslam (bass), Selwyn Mascarenhas 

(keyboard) and Sleton d’Costa (drums)
Stage/Lights: Anthony Fernandes/

Joyd Antao

Displeasures in marital life

A programme for orphaned girls, a book on 
Goan artist Antonio Xavier Trindade, a Shark 
Tank kind of initiative for youth are three 

of the many initiatives that are set to unroll in 
Goa as the Fundação Oriente celebrates its 30th 
anniversary in the State this 2025.

Fundação Oriente, a privately-funded 
foundation, opened its India office in 1995 in Goa. 
Says Dr Paulo Gomes, the foundation’s director in 
Goa, “We are a private entity, but we work with both 
– public as well as private entities and we have very 
good relations with the Portuguese public entities 
as also Indian public entities. In India we are working 
under the guidelines of the ICCR (Indian Council for 
Cultural Relations), which is a public entity.”

This 30th anniversary milestone for the Fundação 
Oriente, unveils with the publication of the book 
‘Antonio Xavier Trindade: An artist from Goa’, penned 
by Fatima Gracias and Paulo Gomes, which will be 
released by Dr Carlos Monjardino, the Chairman 
of the Board of Directors of the Fundação Oriente, 
on January 28. Present will also be João Amorim a 
director of the foundation and the directors of the 
Macau and Timor offices of the foundation.

Anyone who has visited the offices of the 
Fundação Oriente at Fontainhas, Panjim, will have 
returned in awe of the works at the Antonio Xavier 
Trindade Gallery. The paintings are amazing, the artist 
equally so and the collection that has found find a 
permanent home in Goa, is owned by the foundation.

“Since we are the guardians of such an important 
collection, we believe it is important to keep 
promoting and maintaining this great Goan artist. In 
the last year, the number of visits to the art gallery has 
triplicated, which is a big achievement,” says Gomes.

Immediately following that, will be the three-
day Monte Music Festival at its iconic venue – the 
Monte in Old Goa, with the unparalleled view of 
the River Mandovi, its riverine islands, the World 
Heritage Monuments and the setting sun. But this 
year, after three days in Goa, the festival will move 
to New Delhi for a concert.

“Since we are celebrating 30 years in India, 
I thought we needed to do something different 
and suggested we take it to Delhi. ICCR offered 
its auditorium and agreed to support with an 
Indian musician. Since this is also the 50th 
anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic 
ties between Portugal and India, I spoke to the 
Ambassador of Portugal and he agreed to do it 
together,” says Gomes.

That’s the start, there’s more planned in the 
course of the year and includes a 

programme that is a new area 
for the foundation in Goa, 
working with orphaned 
girls. “This programme 
means a lot to me, as it 
is with orphanages. It is 

called New Opportunities 
to Abandoned Girls. We will 

be going to the 
orphanages 

and 

developing a lot of activities there – classes in 
English, French, Portuguese, workshops in hair 
styling and beautician techniques, art. We are also 
preparing a criteria whereby selected girls will be 
eligible for a scholarship to continue their studies 
after their Class XII,” says Gomes. 

The foundation’s programmes are based on 
the requirements of the areas where they work. 
While in Goa it has always been cultural, heritage 
and conservation activities, with support for 
Portuguese language, this is the first time that 
Fundação Oriente is taking up such an activity in 
the State, and Gomes says it is ‘fortunate that the 
Board of Directors approved his proposal’ for the 
orphanages programme. 

While it starts with girls, the boys won’t be 
left behind. “We felt that the girls don’t have the 
same opportunities. We are starting with the 
girls and in the future we will involve the boys 
too,” says Gomes.

Another plan for the year arose from the 
session that was initiated last year of ‘5 Talks Under 

40’ and has shades of Shark Tank in it. “The idea 
is to put the youth at the centre of it all, by having 
different activities where they have to create their 
own entrepreneurial projects. They could be 
guided by teachers, but it has to be their projects 
– concept, technicalities, finances – and then they 
will have to present the projects to a jury that will 
choose the best project which we could finance,” 
explains Gomes.

Simultaneously, the regular programmes of 
the foundation will continue, and the Chapel 
of Our Lady of Monte that had been restored 
by the foundation earlier is due for some more 
work. “The chapel is under repairs. We’ve already 
had meetings with the Director of Archaeology 
and we are willing to work again with the Goa 
Government to undertake the repairs. Of course 
these things take time. We already have done a 
study of what we need to do and the government 
already has it and the figure of what we will 
support with,” says Gomes.

Looking back at the past three decades, Gomes 
feels that the foundation has indeed grown in 
Goa. “I think the tough moments were when 
we started, for suddenly there appeared a 
Portuguese entity in Goa where there was 
none. With time, people have seen that we are 
here to cooperate, collaborate to do something 
together. We are not here to 100 percent promote 
Portuguese culture or something like that. It is 
something joint,” says Gomes. 

He stresses that one of the reasons for the 
foundation growing is that each of the directors 
brought something new to the list of programmes 
that made Fundação Oriente what it is today and 
that the response from the government for any 
initiative has been ‘amazing’. He says, “They know 
we are not here for political reasons only for 
culture, art, education.”

As he signs off, Gomes says, “We have a 
good connection and Fundação Oriente is a 
house with open doors for those who come 
with goodwill.” Anybody who has been there will 
wholeheartedly agree.
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Reflecting on Fundação Oriente’s Goa journey of three decades, Paulo 
Gomes outlines the specials planned for the year-long celebration

Alexandre Moniz 
Barbosa

AREAS OF INTERVENTION
• Support the teaching of the Portuguese 
language in secondary schools of Goa

• Support conservation of  
architectural heritage

• Support historical and artistic research 
by awarding scholarships to Indian and 
Portuguese researchers

• Support cultural entertainment, through 
festivals, concerts and exhibitions of Indian 
and Portuguese artists and exchange of 
artists between the two countries

•Support in the area of music, theatre and 
dance and in the editorial field through 
book promotion and support for publishing

• Cooperation with other institutions, 
including the organisation of seminars, 
conferences and other initiatives

Dr Paulo Gomes
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