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~ Outrage in Vasco as

MPA begins blocking
public access to
Baina flyover ramps

GOA, THURSDAY, JANUARY 23, 2025

Social media feud erupts as Goa politicos
trade jibes over Bandodkar's legacy

voice of goa
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MARGAQO: A heated exchange ensued
on social media between Chief Minis-
ter Pramod Sawant and Goa Forward
Party (GFP) President Vijai Sardesai
over Sardesai’s alleged comments on
Goa’s first Chief Minister, Dayanand
Bhausaheb Bandodkar. Sawant alleged
that Sardesai had insulted the late
Bandodkar, by remarking that he had
an ‘allergy’ towards Goenchi Asmitai
(Goan identity).

The controversy stems from a state-
ment made by Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
Benaulim MLA Venzy Viegas during
an event in Colva last week, where he
lauded Sawant’s development efforts in
Benaulim and drew a parallel with Ban-

‘ No! Bhausaheb Bandodkar
never had an allergy to Goa's
Asmitai (identity)! Claiming that
Bhausaheb made a mistake or
harboured an allergy to Goa’s identity
is not just a misrepresentation but a
blatant and disgraceful insult to the
legacy of Goa's first Chief Minister.
Bhausaheb was a towering figure who
tirelessly championed Goa's identity
and development. The real problem
lies with Vijai Sardesai and his inflated
ego, which fuels his delusion that
individuals like him are somehow
“more Goan" than

‘ The Chief Minister's statement
that | have an inflated ego and
that | am anti-Bhausaheb Bandodkar
and the spirit of Goa is nothing
but yet another tactic to deflect
public attention from the issue of
Government of Goa ignoring “Asmitai
Dis” or the Opinion Poll Day even
after promising to restart the official
function meant to commemorate
modern India’s first referendum
that resulted in Goa maintaining its
distinct identity and saving it from
being merged into Maharashtra. |
believe the statement of Power

democratic revolution by empowering

Goa’s Bahujan Samaj through

historic land reforms that gave
ownership rights to Goan agricultural
tenants. His invaluable contribution
of establishing free educational
facilities in the state cannot be erased
from history. As opposed to this,
Government primary schools are
shutting down due to faulty policies
and Goa's lands are being taken over
by outsiders through collusion with
the government in the tenure of the
present Chief Minister. | would like

to reaffirm that | belong to a family

At the inauguration on Tuesday,

Union Minister Gadkari had stated

that the infrastructure built at

Baina was for public convenience
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: VASCO: A day after the in-
i auguration of the new loop
i port connectivity flyover
¢ by Union Minister Nitin

and to ease traffic, locals demand
. apology from port officials

the MPA's actions seemed
intended to force people
to obtain passes to use
the ramps. “If the gates
and wall are not removed,
we will use bulldozers to
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South Goa Zilla P'yat proposes

Quepem as Goa's third district =
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MARGAQO: During the South
Goa Zilla Panchayat meeting
held on Wednesday, it was
resolved that Quepem taluka
should be declared the third
district of Goa.

The meeting, chaired by
Chairperson Sanjana Velip,
also addressed several impor-
tant issues, including the need
to expedite the process relat-
ed to performance guarantees
from contractors.

Zilla Panchayat member
Suresh Kepekar proposed the
selection of Quepem taluka
for the new district, highlight-
ing that Quepem is central-
ly located and its selection
would benefit many people
across the region.

"Quepem's location is cen-
tral for many remote areas,
and it will help all the people

‘ Nitin Gadbkari is a well-
performing Minister, | don't

if selected to the third district
of Goa," Kepekar stated.

Chairperson Sanjana Velip
assured reporters that her
office would follow up on the
matter by sending the resolu-
tion to the government.

"After deliberation by the
members, it has been in-
structed that the performance
guarantee process with re-
gard to works carried out by
the concerned contractors be
expedited. Many times what
has been noticed is that the
letters to be issued to the con-
tractors are not issued imme-
diately," Velip added.

Additionally, the meeting
also focused on the utiliza-
tion of rural development and
sports funds, with members
discussing the need for effec-
tive allocation and manage-
ment of these funds for the
benefit of local communities.

FORGOTTEN CRAFT

SAGUN GAWADE

Despite the crowds at Lokotsav in Campal-Panjim, the Goan tribal artisans tucked away inside Kala
Academy are struggling to attract visitors, dampening their spirits and sales

Sardesai slams CMO as
‘incompetent’ after Gadkari

flags hishway flaws
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MARGAO: Reacting to
the Central Minister Ni-
tin Gadkari's statement
regarding discrepancies
in road projects in Goa,
when Gadkari reportedly
asked the Goa adminis-
tration to 'wake up', Fa-
torda MLA Vijai Sardesai
on Wednesday criticised
the Pramod Sawant gov-
ernment, stating that it is
"asleep permanently, and
will never wake up".

He also labeled the
Chief Minister's office
(CMO) in Goa as "incom-
petent."

A day prior, Gadkari
had remarked that there

were discrepancies in the

SHOULD CENTRAL MINISTERS LIKE GADKARI VISIT PANJIM

TO SEE WHAT IS GOING ON IN THE 'SMART CITY?'

The people of Panjim and those
who visit the city are losing

To watch this

‘ Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari said that he's

road projects carried out
in Goa. He requested the
Goa Chief Minister and
Chief Secretary to con-
duct a thorough investi-
gation, pointing out that
the width of the roads
was not up to standard.
Gadkari further wurged
that notices be issued
and work be carried out
in accordance with the
records.

Responding to these
remarks, MLA  Vijai
Sardesai expressed lit-
tle surprise at Gadkari's
scathing comments, crit-
icising Pramod Sawant's
government for its "indif-
ference and lethargy" in
handling road projects in
the state.

"CMO Goa's incompe-
tence, along with that of
his cabinet, is legendary,
and for the Union Minis-
ter to admonish him pub-
licly only highlights the
intense frustration the
minister, who is regard-
ed as an infrastructure
game changer across par-
ty lines, must be feeling,"
said Vijai.

Vijai also hoped that
more Union Ministers
would call out other State
ministers for their "im-
potence and corruption,”
accusing them of turning
Goa into a State where
property is sold piece by
piece, rather than a place
where Goans have a say
in their future.

issues
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want to put him on the spot. The their sanity due to the hard- helping the State so much, MARGAO: A review
Goa government has not brought ships they are enduring thanks tory on Herald but he does not know wh meeting on road safety in
to the never-ending digging. ", TV's Youtube y Benaulim constituency

him to Panjim, because I'm sure he
would have lost his composure on
the Smart City works. This has just
gone too far. Our ministers don't
have brains. Why do they organise
Lokotsav outside our houses? We
have told them hundreds of times
not to come here. There is so much
traffic for Lokotsav and in spite

of this, you have blocked four
roads in Panjim? Three years have
passed. Is this a Smart City? | wish
some Central Minister sees this.
Who is the person who is running
this Smart City Mission, | just don't
understand.

Armando Gonsalves, Goa For Giving

We asked citizens if Central
leaders like Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari should visit Panjim to
take stock of the mess created
by the Smart City works

‘ Smart City work is now progressing fast. | think
now, the government has control over it. | feel
the supervisors and contractors are supervising the
work, since the speed has increased. People are facing
problems, no doubt, but now the trouble is much less as
seen in the last eight days. It is not that if Union Minister
Nitin Gadkari does not come to Panjim, he doesn't know
what is happening. He must be getting information. He
is working all over India, he must be having his way of
getting information. The concerned officer or engineer
and the contractor has to be held responsible.
Uday Shirodkar, Panjim resident

the work is going so slow. But
our government should have
brought him to Panjim city to
see for himself why the pilot
project of Smart City is not
getting completed. Deadlines
after deadlines have expired,
they are even attempting to fool
the courts. It is very important
for Nitin Gadkari to understand
why Smart City works are not
getting completed. Today Smart
City looks like a Bombarded City.
They do construction on one day,
the next day they do destruction.
Again they will construction.
Panjim is completely finished.
Mariano Ferrao, social activist

was held on Wednesday,
led by AAP MLA Venzy
Viegas, with the partici-
pation of the South Goa
Collector, Traffic Cell, and
PWD officials.

A key outcome of the
meeting was the decision
to expedite the installa-
tion of speed breakers
and road safety signag-
es at critical locations.
Additionally, plans were
approved to set up a
designated stand for Be-
naulim's auto rickshaw
drivers.

Concerns centred
around the newly inau-
gurated stretch of the
Western Bypass and
its connecting service

roads, which have seen a
surge in accidents since
their opening in Decem-
ber. Officials emphasised
the need to promptly
address these safety con-
cerns to protect commut-
ers.

The discussion also
extended to other acci-
dent-prone zones across
the constituency, consid-
ering the heavy tourist

Officials meet to tackle safety
on Western Bypass

influx in coastal villages.
Viegas called for site vis-
its to assess safety con-
cerns and stressed the
importance of following
up on suggestions made
during the meeting and
previous inspections. He
assured that these issues
would be raised in the
Assembly and with the
relevant departments to
ensure swift resolution.



