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President Droupadi Murmu with Mizoram Governor 
General V K Singh (Retd.) during a meeting, in New Delhi

Medium-intensity earthquake  
jolts Meghalaya, 
SHILLONG: An earthquake of medium intensity rocked 
southern Meghalaya on Tuesday, officials said on Tuesday.
No loss of life or property was reported. The earthquake 
of 4.1 magnitude that rocked South West Khasi Hills 
district at around 12:30 pm took place at a depth of 10 km, 
officials from the Regional Seismological Centre here told 
PTI. The tremor was felt across the state, they said.
Meghalaya is situated in high-risk Seismic Zone V.

Gangster shot dead in broad  
daylight in Jammu
JAMMU: A 37-year-old man affiliated with a criminal 
gang was shot dead by three members of a rival group 
here on Tuesday afternoon, officials said. A critically 
injured Sumit Jandiyal was taken to Government Medical 
College hospital for treatment, where doctors declared 
him dead on arrival, police said, adding that the assailants 
commandeered a two-wheeler at gunpoint and fled.
Jandiyal alias Gataru is reported to be the kingpin of the 
Gataru gang. Additional Director General of Police (ADGP) 
Anand Jain said, 

Four women held for attempted  
robbery, assault in Delhi
NEW DELHI: The Delhi Police has apprehended a gang of 
four women accused of attempted robbery and assault on 
a lone woman in west Delhi, an official said on Tuesday.
"The accused targeted lone women, blocking their paths 
to snatch belongings, often resorting to violence when 
confronted," Deputy Commissioner of Police (West) 
Vichitra Veer said. Police received a complaint on January 
17 that the gang tried to snatch a woman's purse and her 
mobile phone. The complainant resisted, leading to a 
physical altercation that left her injured, the DCP said.
Acting on the complaint, an FIR was registered and an 
investigation was taken up. 

Special UP cabinet meeting  
at Maha Kumbh today
MAHAKUMBH NAGAR (UP): The Yogi Adityanath 
government will hold a special cabinet meeting at the 
Maha Kumbh here on Wednesday. According to an 
official statement issued on Tuesday, all 54 ministers of 
the UP cabinet have been invited to the meeting, which 
is expected to approve several significant proposals 
and schemes for the state. Following the meeting, Chief 
Minister Adityanath, along with his cabinet colleagues, will 
take a holy dip in the Sangam, the statement said.
The cabinet meeting will be held at Triveni Sankul in Arail, 
starting at 12 noon, officials said. Earlier, the meeting was 
planned in the Mela Authority Auditorium, but concerns 
over VIP security disrupting pilgrims' movement led to the 
shift in venue, they said. 

Delhi HC junks plea against use  
of EVMs during polls
NEW DELHI: The Delhi High Court on Tuesday rejected a 
plea against the use of EVMs in polls reportedly without 
assigning any reasons. A bench of acting Chief Justice 
Vibhu Bakhru and Justice Tushar Rao Gedea dismissed 
the appeal by Ramesh Chander challenging an order of 
the single judge observing it had no merit. The single 
judge last year dismissed the petitioner's plea seeking 
directions to the Election Commission of India to comply 
with the mandate of Section 61-A of the Representation of 
People Act, 1951 before conducting any election through 
electronic voting machines (EVMs) by assigning specific 
reasons for its use for each constituency. 

BJP MLA, six others booked for demolishing 
daily wage labourers' homes in Bengaluru
BENGALURU: A case has been registered against BJP MLA 
Munirathna and six others for allegedly demolishing the 
houses of daily wage labourers in a slum area in Peenya, 
police said on Tuesday. The case was registered at the 
RMC Yard police station on Monday based on a complaint 
filed by one of the residents, they said. In her complaint, 
the woman alleged that Munirathna and his associates 
arrived with a JCB machine and demolished the homes of 
around 60 families residing near Akkamahadevi Layout, 
next to Government First Grade College in Peenya, 
without prior notice.

Police conduct flag march ahead  
of Erode bypoll in TN
ERODE (TAMIL NADU): The Erode district police 
conducted a flag march on Tuesday with the participation 
of local police and paramilitary personnel. The march 
was held ahead of the bypoll for the Erode East assembly 
constituency, scheduled for February 5, with DMK, Naam 
Tamilar Katchi, and 44 other candidates contesting.
According to the officials, voting will be held across 
237 polling stations. Police have identified nine polling 
stations—located at Brahmana Periya Agraharam, 
Valayakara Street, Keerakara Street, and Rajajipuram—as 
sensitive booths where incidents are more likely to occur.

PTI, RAIPUR/BHUBANE-
SWAR:  Fourteen Naxals, 
including a top leader of 
the CPI (Maoists) who was 
carrying a reward of Rs 1 
crore, were killed in a joint 
operation by central and 
state police forces along the 
Chhattisgarh-Odisha bor-
der. Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah Tuesday termed 
the encounter as "another 
mighty blow to Naxalism" 
and asserted the Narendra 
Modi government's resolve 
for a Naxal-free India and 
the joint efforts of the secu-
rity forces to eliminate the 
menace from the country.

Chhattisgarh's Gariaband 
district superintendent of 
police Nikhil Rakhecha said 
of the deceased, one has 
been identified as Jairam 
alias Chalpati, a central 
committee member of the 

CPI (Maoist), who was car-
rying a bounty of Rs 1 crore.

The identity of the re-
maining cadres was yet to 
be ascertained.

Giving details of the inci-
dent, police said two wom-
en Naxalites were killed 
during a joint operation on 
Monday along the Chhattis-
garh-Odisha border. A large 
cache of firearms, ammu-
nition and IEDs, including 
a self-loading rifle, were 
recovered from the encoun-
ter site.

A fresh exchange of fir-
ing took place late Monday 
night and it continued till 

early hours of Tuesday in 
a forest under the Mainpur 
police station areas (Chhat-
tisgarh) along the Chhat-
tisgarh-Odisha border, in 
which 12 more Naxalites 
were gunned down.

With this, the total num-
ber of Maoists killed in the 
operation went up to 14, 
police said.

Intermittent exchange of 
firing in the area was un-
derway on Tuesday too and 
the number of Maoist casu-
alties may increase, they 
said.

A joint team of security 
personnel from the Dis-

trict Reserve Guard (DRG) 
of the Chhattisgarh Police, 
CoBRA commandos of the 
Central Reserve Police 
Force (CRPF) and Special 
Operation Group (SOG) 
personnel from the Odisha 
Police were involved in the 
operation.

The operation was 
launched on the night of 
January 19 based on intel-
ligence inputs about the 
presence of Maoists in the 
Kularighat reserve forest 
of Chhattisgarh, just 5 km 
from the border of Odisha's 
Nuapada district.

Hailing the security 
forces, Chhattisgarh Chief 
Minister Vishnu Deo Sai 
said under the BJP-led dou-
ble-engine government at 
the Centre and the state, 
Chhattisgarh will get rid of 
the menace by March 2026.

14 Maoists killed along 
Odisha-Chhattisgarh border

YOU’RE FIRED! TRUMP STARTS WEEDING  
OUT OPPONENTS

In a post after midnight, Trump said four people had al-
ready been ‘FIRED!’ from advisory roles. 

He made  it clear they were the tip of the iceberg as 
he seeks to quickly tighten his grip on the government 
bureaucracy.

"My Presidential Personnel Office is actively in the pro-
cess of identifying and removing over a thousand Presi-
dential Appointees from the previous Administration, 
who are not aligned with our vision to Make America 
Great Again," he posted.

One of those fired was retired general Mark Milley from 
an infrastructure advisory body. Milley was chairman of 
the joint chiefs of staff during Trump's first presidency but 
became one of the Republican's most prominent critics af-
ter he tried to overturn the 2020 election.

The acting head of the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity separately announced the firing of Coast Guard chief 
Linda Fagan, who was appointed under Democrat Joe Bid-
en and was the first woman to head one of the six branch-
es of the US military.

Trump was inaugurated Monday in the Capitol's or-
nate Rotunda, with ceremonies forced indoors due to bad 
weather for the first time in decades.

Only a select group was able to attend in person, rather 
than the usual massive crowd on the Mall for inaugurations.

In an unprecedented display of influence from Ameri-
ca's super-rich, major tycoons including Elon Musk and 
Amazon's Jeff Bezos were among those with the best seats.

After taking the oath, 78-year-old Trump -- the oldest 
person ever to be sworn in as US president -- signed a 
blizzard of executive actions intended to transform the 
country.

These included pulling the United States from the Paris 
climate accord and the World Health Organization, while 
pardoning hundreds of supporters convicted of crimes 
while attacking the Capitol four years ago in the attempt 
to overturn the election.

- Media relations -
Trump attended a prayer service at Washington's 

National Cathedral on Tuesday, where just last month 
he had joined outgoing president Biden and the other 
living ex-presidents for the funeral of late president 
Jimmy Carter.

Newly installed White House Press Secretary Karoline 
Leavitt said Trump would also make a "big infrastructure 
announcement" later, although she did not say what this 
would be.

One thing not happening Tuesday was a traditional dai-
ly White House press briefing by the top spokeswoman, 
who indicated that - as during his first term - Trump him-
self would do the messaging.

 “I can confirm the American people won't be hear-
ing from me today, they'll be hearing from the leader 
of the free world once again. President Trump will be 
speaking to the press later at the White House," she told 
Trump-friendly Fox News.

Trump likes to berate the "fake news media" and call 
journalists "the enemy of the people" but also encourag-
es intensive press coverage - in stark contrast to the me-
dia-shy Biden.

MULTIPLE RULES FLOUTED TO CONVERT  
ALDONA LAND, CLAIM PETITIONERS

According to the petitioners, official records show that 
the land was used for paddy cultivation from 1977 to 
1986, with only two years of interruption.

Direndra Phadte from Ecoxim, Bardez, who is the pe-
titioner in the case along with Jose Maria Miranda from 
Borda, Margao, further accused Mendonca of hiding key 
information. He presented evidence showing that in 2019, 
Mendonca applied for a house number and a No Ob-jec-
tion Certificate (NOC) for an electricity connection to the 
Aldona VP, indicating that the structures were built only in 
2019, not in 1973 as claimed. The petitioners argue that it 
is impossible for structures to exist on a paddy field dur-
ing the same period when it was being used for farming.

They also point out that Mendonca did not obtain an Oc-
cupancy Certificate for the structures and failed to get the 
necessary development permits from the Town and Coun-
try Planning (TCP) Department, as required under the Goa 
Town and Country Planning Act.

The petitioners have filed a Public Interest Litigation 
(PIL) seeking to revoke the TCP Department’s notification 
from March 14, 2024, which approved the land conver-
sion. They also demand the removal of the "illegal" struc-
tures and the restoration of the paddy field to its origi-nal 
condition.

A fresh exchange of firing took place late Monday 
night and it continued till early hours of Tuesday 
in a forest under the Mainpur police station areas 
(Chhattisgarh) along the Chhattisgarh-Odisha border, 
in which 12 more Naxalites were gunned down
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PTI, JAMMU: Additional 
Director General of Po-
lice (ADGP), Jammu zone, 
Anand Jain on Tuesday 
reviewed the security and 
logistical arrangements 
for the upcoming Repub-
lic-Day celebrations here, 
directing supervisory of-
ficers to maintain a high 
level of alert in their re-
spective areas. 
  The meeting came hours 
after alleged gangster Su-
mit Jandiyal alias "Gataru" 
was shot dead by three 
members of a rival group 
at Jewel Chowk, close to 
the M A Stadium - the 
venue of the main Re-
public-Day parade in the 
heart of Jammu.

Senior officers of intelli-
gence agencies, the Army, 
Border Security Force 
(BSF), Central Reserve Po-
lice Force (CRPF) and po-
lice attended the meeting, 
which was convened to en-
sure a smooth and secure 
execution of Republic-Day 
events across the Jammu 
region, a police spokesper-
son said.

The official said the dis-
cussions covered aspects, 
such as law-and-order 
management, traffic ar-
rangements, security pro-
tocols, coordination be-
tween different agencies 
and ensuring the safety of 
the participants and spec-
tators.

ADGP reviews security 
arrangements for R-Day 
celebrations in Jammu

PTI, JAKARTA: Indonesian 
rescuers recovered the 
bodies of at least 17 people 
who were swept away in 

flash floods or buried un-
der tons of mud and rocks 
that hit hilly villages on the 
country's main island of 

Landslides, flash floods on Indonesia’s Java 
island leave 17 dead, 8 missing

Java, officials said Tuesday. Eight people were missing.
Torrential rains on Monday caused rivers to burst their 

banks, tearing through nine villages in Pekalongan regen-
cy of Central Java province, as mud, rocks and trees tum-
bled down on mountainside hamlets, said Bergas Catursa-
si, who heads the local Disaster Management Agency.

He said rescue workers by Tuesday had pulled out at 
least 17 bodies in the worst-hit village of Petungkriyono, 
and rescuers are searching for eight villagers who are re-
portedly still missing. Eleven injured people managed to 
escape and were rushed to nearby hospitals, Catursari said.

Television reports on Tuesday showed police, soldiers 
and rescue workers used excavators, farm equipment and 
their bare hands to sift through the rubble looking for the 
dead and missing in devastated villages, while others car-
ried victims on bamboo stretchers or body bags to ambu-
lances or trucks.

Bad weather, mudslides and rugged terrain hampered 
the rescue operation, Catursari said, adding that people 
who were fishing in the river and those who were taking 
shelter from the rain were swept away by flash floods.

National Disaster Management Agency spokesperson 
Abdul Muhari said flash floods swept away villagers and ve-
hicles passing through devastated villages and triggered a 
landslide that buried two houses. The disaster also destroyed 
two main bridges connecting villages in Pekalongan district.
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