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Justice Devendra Kumar 
Upadhyaya during his 
swearing-in ceremony 
as Chief Justice of Delhi 
High Court, in New Delhi

People with disabilities 
block a road during a 
protest demanding an 
increase in their monthly 
allowance, in Madurai

Adani Group Chairman 
Gautam Adani arrives to 
take holy dip at Sangam 
during the ongoing Maha 
Kumbh Mela 2025,  
in Prayagraj

Police personnel being 
checked before entering 
the Maulana Azad Stadium 
ahead of the Republic Day 
parade, in Jammu

PTI, KOLKATA:  The West 
Bengal government on 
Tuesday moved the Calcut-
ta High Court seeking death 
penalty of convict Sanjoy 
Roy in the RG Kar hospital 
doctor's rape and murder 
case, challenging the order 
of the trial court that sen-
tenced him to life imprison-
ment till death.

The state's move came 
in less than 24 hours af-
ter Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee expressed her 
disappointment with the 
verdict on Monday and an-
nounced her intent to chal-
lenge the judgment before 
a higher court.

Advocate General Kishor 
Datta moved a division 
bench comprising Justices 
Debangsu Basak and Md 
Shabbar Rashidi on Tues-
day morning, seeking the 
court's leave to file the ap-
peal challenging the order 
passed by Additional Dis-
trict and Sessions Judge in 
Sealdah, Anirban Das.

“The government has 
moved the high court and 
secured the court's permis-
sion to file the appeal,” an 
official said.

High court sources 
maintained that the hear-
ings pertaining to the ap-
peal may begin as early as 
Wednesday since the due 

process of filing the case 
was completed by the state 
by Tuesday end.

The Sealdah court sen-
tenced Roy to life impris-
onment until death after 
he was convicted of raping 
and murdering the on-du-
ty doctor at the state-run 
RG Kar Medical College 
and Hospital, rejecting de-
mands for the death penal-
ty saying it was not a "rar-
est of the rare" crime.

The court also ordered 
Roy to pay Rs 50,000 fine 
and directed the state gov-
ernment to pay compensa-
tion of Rs 17 lakh to the fam-
ily of the deceased doctor.

 Holding that "in the 
realm of modern justice, 
we must rise above the 
primitive instinct of an eye 
for an eye or a tooth for a 
tooth or nail for a nail or a 
life for a life", Das awarded 
rigorous imprisonment to 
Roy, the sole convict in the 
case, for the remainder of 

his natural life.
 Asserting that the RG 

Kar incident was a "rare, 
heinous and sensitive 
crime", West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamta Banerjee 
on Tuesday said if someone 
gets away after committing 
a crime, he will again do it 
and "it is not our job to give 
him protection."

  On Monday, she had 
expressed dissatisfaction 
with the Sealdah court's 
verdict, asserting that had 
the case been handled 
by the Kolkata Police, the 
death penalty would have 
been ensured.

 Reiterating her dismay 
at the judgment and voicing 
her cry for death penalty, 
Banerjee, while addressing 
a public meeting in Malda 
on Tuesday, said, “I have 
been seeking capital pun-
ishment for the accused in 
the RG Kar rape-murder 
case. If someone is so de-
monic and barbaric, how 

Seeking capital punishment for convict, govt moves 
Calcutta HC against life term till death order

can society remain hu-
mane? We passed the Apa-
rajita Bill, but the Centre is 
sitting on it.”

“We have included the 
death penalty in the Apa-
rajita Bill. We want this Bill 
to become a model for the 
country,” she added.

The Aparajita Bill 
passed by the West Bengal 
Assembly in September 
2024 seeks capital punish-
ment for rape convicts if 
their actions result in the 
victim's death or leave her 
in a vegetative state and 
stipulates life sentence 
without parole for other 
perpetrators.

The chief minister said 
if someone is given life 
imprisonment, the person 
can get parole. 

If someone gets away af-
ter committing such acts, 

he will keep repeating such 
crimes, she said adding, “It 
is not our job to give him 
protection.” 

Responding to the CM's 
comment, the victim's fa-
ther urged the leader to 
go slow.

The Aparajita Bill passed by 
the West Bengal Assembly in 
September 2024 seeks capital 
punishment for rape convicts 
if their actions result in the 
victim's death or leave her in a 
vegetative state and stipulates 
life sentence without parole for 
other perpetrators

PTI, BHUBANESWAR: The 
National Education Policy, 
2020 would help in pre-
paring students and youths 
for building a modern and 
empowered India, Odisha 
Chief Minister Mohan Cha-
ran Majhi said on Tuesday.

Majhi, while inaugurat-
ing a three-day national 
workshop on the NEP, said 
it will play an important 
role in realising the goal 
of Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi to build a viksit 
Bharat' (developed India).

The policy would help 
in creating a strong infra-
structure and provide qual-
ity education at the prima-
ry level, he said.

The NEP will be implement-
ed in Odisha from the next aca-
demic year, Majhi said.

The use of technology in 
imparting education will 
be enhanced. Providing ed-
ucation through technolo-
gy will become an integral 
part of our academic sys-
tem, the chief minister said.

Union Education Minis-
ter Dharmendra Pradhan, 
speaking on the occasion, 
said Odisha is going to be a 
model for the entire nation 
in bringing reforms to the 
education system.

Both the Centre and the 
Odisha government are 
working together in that 
direction, he said.

After the BJP formed gov-
ernment in the eastern state, 
concrete steps have been 
taken on the implementa-
tion of the NEP in letter and 
spirit, the minister said.

NEP will make students, youths 
ready to build empowered 

India: Odisha CM

PTI, MUMBAI: Actor Saif 
Ali Khan, admitted to Mum-
bai's Lilavati Hospital after 
being stabbed during a rob-
bery attempt at his home 
five days ago, walked out of 
the private medical facility 
on Tuesday evening.

The 54-year-old actor 
got into a car after leaving 
the hospital on getting dis-
charged and later reached 
his 'Satguru Sharan' resi-
dence in Bandra, located at 
a short distance from Lila-
vati Hospital.

The Bollywood star, who 
suffered multiple stab in-

juries in the attack by an 
intruder at his 12th floor 
home in the early hours of 
January 16, underwent an 
emergency surgery at the 
hospital soon after he was 
admitted.

Doctors had earlier 
said Khan had three in-
juries, two on the hand 
and one on the right side 
of the neck, and the ma-
jor part was at the back, 
which was in the spine. 
They removed the sharp 
object that was lodged 
in the spine and repaired 
the injury.

Saif Ali Khan discharged from 
Mumbai’s Lilavati Hospital

PTI, NEW DELHI: Former 
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal on Tuesday de-
scribed the BJP's election 
manifestos as “dangerous 
for the country” and said 
it wants to dismantle free 
health services and educa-
tion in government schools.

In a press conference, 
Kejriwal accused the BJP 
of revealing its “true inten-
tions” in the manifestos and 
warned voters against sup-
porting the party. “If the BJP 
comes to power, they will 
stop free education, end free 
health facilities and make it 
difficult for the poor to sur-

vive in Delhi. This is a direct 
attack on the welfare of the 
common man,” he said.

The BJP in its first poll 
manifesto for Delhi re-
leased last week on Friday 
promised Rs 2,500 month-
ly aid for women, Rs 21,000 
for every pregnant woman, 
LPG cylinders at Rs 500 
and also Rs 2,500 pension 
for senior citizens.

The manifesto also prom-
ises a financial boost for 
students preparing for com-
petitive exams like the UPSC 
Civil Services and State PCS, 
offering Rs 15,000 for up to 
two attempts.

BJP manifesto dangerous, 
will stop free education in 

govt schools: Kejriwal


