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CALANGUTE: Panjim 
coastal police station 
staff on Monday conduct-
ed random checking of 
documents of 
watersports op-
erators at Calan-
gute-Baga beach 
for effective and 
smooth functioning. 
The action comes in the 
wake of the Christmas Day 
watersports tragedy when 
an overloaded boat over-
turned at the Calangute 
beach, causing the death 
of one tourist from Khed, 
Ratnagiri, Maharashtra. 
Coastal PI Ajit Umarye said 
they have launched a drive 
to create awareness about 

the safety of tourists. The 
owners of watersports 
boats operating from the 
Bardez coastal belt includ-
ing Coco Beach in Nerul, 
Sinquerim, Candolim and 
Calangute- Baga beach 

have been cautioned about 
the safety measures to be 
taken for tourist visitors, 
police said. 
More than 20 tourists 
were rescued by lifesavers 
when the overloaded tour-

ist boat capsized in the wa-
ters on Christmas Day.  
The Captain of Ports has 
suspended the operating 
NOC of the boat involved 
in the  accident, GOA-
824-WS,  registered in the 

name of Meena Coutinho 
with the police registering 
an offence against Coutin-
ho. Two crew members of 
the watersports boat were 
also arrested by the coast-
al police.
It was the second inci-
dent of a boat capsizing in 
Calangute since the start 
of the new tourist sea-
son. On October 10, alert 
lifeguards averted a ma-
jor tragedy when a boat 
carrying a group of 12 
tourists from Telangana 
and Andhra Pradesh for 
a joyride at Baga beach, 
overturned throwing them 
into the sea. Two of the 
tourists were  admitted in 
hospitals. However, there  
were no deaths.

Coastal police keep a hawk’s eye on 
watersports operators in Calangute
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Calangute: Nineteen peo-
ple, including five foreign-
ers, were rescued from 
drowning by Drishti life-
savers off Goa’s beaches 
over the weekend as strong 
rip tides and currents 
swept through the waters.

Multiple rescues at Cal-
angute beach saved tour-
ists from Maharashtra, 
Andhra Pradesh, Tamil 
Nadu and Telangana.

A 14-year-old from Tamil 
Nadu caught in a rip cur-
rent was rescued by life-
savers Rakesh Kumar and 
Sanjay Yadav. 

In a freak incident, five 
persons from Maharashtra 
and Andhra Pradesh were 
saved after one person from 
the group started drowning. 

At Candolim, two Kash-
miri men in their mid-30s 
were rescued from a rip 
current by lifesavers using 
a rescue board and rescue 
tubes to safely bring the 
duo back to shore.

19 tourists rescued over weekend 
At Baga, a 13-year-old Rus-

sian girl caught in a rip current 
off the beach was rescued by a 
lifesaver with a rescue board. 

Two Kazakhstani couples, 
who were swept 50 metres 
into the sea, were  brought 
safely ashore at Arambol. 

A middle-aged Russian couple, 
was rescued after being dragged 
40 metres into the sea at Mor-
jim by a sudden flash rip current 

which suddenly forms in the 
sea endangering swimmers. A 
27-year-old tourist from Jaipur 
was rescued at Mandrem. 

At Palolem river, a 28-year-
old from Ponda was rescued by 
a friend after nearly drowning 
while a 32-year-old woman 
and an 11-year-old boy, both 
from Goa, who were stung by a 
jellyfish off Agonda beach  were 
administered first aid.

TAKING NO 
CHANCES

The Christmas day tragedy at Calangute claimed the life of Maharashtra tourist when the 
overloaded boat capsized
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PANJIM: Swiss Foun-
dation Groupe Interna-
tional Chirurgiens Amis 
de la Main (GICAM), has 
begun its second hand 
surgery and rehabilita-
tion camp at Goa Medical 
College (GMC) Hospital,  
Bambolim.

The initiative aims to 
enhance advanced hand 
surgery, rehabilitation, 
and prosthetic care in the 
state. The camp, following 
GICAM's visit in July and 
August last year, provides 
hands-on experience to 
GMC doctors and is ex-
pected to benefit nearly 
50 patients. On the first 
day, four complex sur-
geries were successfully  
performed.

Addressing a press con-
ference, Goa Medical Col-
lege and Hospital (GMC) 
Dean Dr Shivanand M 
Bandekar said four hand 
surgeries were conducted 
at the Goa Medical College, 
Super Specialty Block, on 
Monday, January 20. Dr 
Bandekar said," This is our 
second surgery camp with 
the Goa Medical College 
as the host hospital along 
with GICAM. This time we 
have a bigger team of ex-
perts who include five sur-
geons. We have selected 
almost 50 to 60 patients. 
These are the rare cases 
of hand problems in our 
state of Goa.”

"There are certain dis-
eases like congenital hand 
deformities and Rheuma-
toid arthritis (RA) where 

people are not able to use 
their hands. There are 
many patients having suf-
fered burns and require 
plastic surgery. There are 
nerve injuries which re-
quire expertise. Today we 
started the camp and op-
erated on four patients,” 
Dr Bandekar said and 
added that patients who 
had undergone surgeries 
during the previous camp 
are doing very well. 

Dr Marco Lanzetta Ber-
tani, an internationally 
renowned Hand Surgeon 
and Head of the Mission, 
"We have selected very 
interesting and challeng-
ing candidates. Our idea 
is to create a centre of ex-
cellence in Goa for hand 
problems. This is what we 
do at GICAM."

Swiss Foundation begins 2nd 
hand surgery camp at GMC,  

50 patients to benefit Team Herald 

VASCO: Union Minister 
for Road Transport and 
Highways, Nitin Gadka-
ri, will inaugurate India’s 
first curved cable-stayed 
bridge in Mormugao at 
6 pm on Tuesday. Ahead 
of the opening, local MLA 
Sankalp Amonkar, accom-
panied by PWD engineers, 
conducted a joint inspec-
tion of the bridge.
The Union Minister will 
also inaugurate Loop 2 of 
Port Connectivity on Na-
tional Highway 566. The 
event will be attended by 
Union Minister for Ports 
and Shipping Sarbananda 
Sonowal, Chief Minister 
Pramod Sawant, Union 
Minister of State for Pow-
er Shripad Naik, and other 
dignitaries.
According to Amonkar, 
the Mormugao loop flyo-
ver bridge is a landmark 
project. "Heavy cargo 
traffic will now use this 
bridge, thereby reducing 
dust pollution on internal 
roads by almost 60 per 
cent," he stated.
 “This bridge is a 
game-changer for the 
state and especially for 
Mormugao Taluka. It will 
significantly reduce the 

First curved cable-stayed 
bridge to be inaugurated 

at Mormugao today
dust pollution faced by 
residents of Sada and 
surrounding areas due 
to heavy cargo transpor-
tation. These vehicles 
will now use the bridge, 
bringing much-needed 
relief to the community. 
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VASCO: The Vasco police 
arrested Prasanna Akhad-
kar (32), a driver posted 
on a robot vehicle at the 
Maina-Curtorim police sta-
tion following a non-baila-
ble warrant issued by the 
Additional Sessions Court, 
Margao, for dishonouring 
of a cheque. 

Akhadkar, a resident of 
Navta, Cortalim, was con-
victed in a criminal case 
under Section 138 of the 
Negotiable Instruments 
Act. The Court had asked 
him to pay compensa-
tion of Rs 3.20 lakh in a 
cheque bounce case. Since 
he failed to pay the com-
pensation amount, he was  
sentenced to undergo one-
year simple imprisonment.

Akhadkar further failed 
to appear in the criminal 
appeal proceedings related 
to his conviction after which 
the Court issued a non-bail-
able warrant (NBW) against 
him. The Court had asked 
the Vasco Police Inspector 
to apprehend the accused  

and produce him before the 
court by January 27.

Following this, Akhadkar 
was taken into custody and 
he will now be produced 
before the Court for fur-
ther legal proceedings, in-
formed Vasco police.

Police driver arrested 
in cheque bounce case

Man falls to death at Grand Island
VASCO: In a tragic incident 
Sachin Dhananjay Naik 
(37), a resident of Tarib-
hat, died after he fell from 
a height of 15 metres at 
Grand Island.

The tragedy occurred 
when Naik along with his 
friends was exploring the 
rocky terrain of Mottar/
Grand Island on Sunday 
evening. All wanted to 
watch the sunset 

The incident occurred 
when Naik's left leg slipped 
on the rocks, and he fell 

on a rocky cave and sus-
tained multiple injuries. He 
was rushed to the Primary 
Health Centre, Cansaulim, 
where he was declared 
brought dead by the doctor 
on duty. The Harbour Coast-
al Security Police have reg-
istered a case of unnatural 
death under Section 194 of 
BNSS and after conducting 
inquest panchanama have 
preserved the body in the 
Hospicio South Goa District 
Hospital morgue, Margao, 
for further procedures.

CAUSE OF ACTION

 The Court directed 
Prasanna Akhadkar to 
pay compensation of Rs 
3.20 lakh in a cheque 
bounce case 

 Accused failed to ap-
pear in the criminal ap-
peal proceedings related 
to his conviction; non-
bailable warrant (NBW) 
issued against him 

 Vasco Police Inspector 
directed to apprehend  
accused; produce him 
before court by  
January 27

 Akhadkar taken into 
custody; to be produced 
before the Court for fur-
ther legal proceedings


