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PTI, BHUBANESWAR: A 
recent Geological Survey of 
India study has indicated 
the presence of lithium – a 
widely used metal in the 
production of glass, alumi-
num products and batteries 
– in some districts of Odis-
ha, a senior GSI official said 
on Sunday.

Lithium reserves have 
earlier been found in parts 
of Karnataka and Jammu 
and Kashmir, he said.

“As such there is no 
major finding, but there 
are some indications of 
lithium presence (in Od-
isha). We are in a very 
preliminary stage, and 
therefore, should not 
make any claim. Howev-

er, speaking geological-
ly, some indications are 
there in the Eastern Ghat 
belt like in Nayagarh,” 
Deputy DG of GSI Pankaj  
Kumar said.

Kumar was speaking 
on the sidelines of a GSI 
meeting here ahead of the 
two-day National Mines 
Ministers' Conference in 
Konark, which commences  
on Monday.

Odisha: GSI detects 
signs of lithium deposits

As such there is no major finding, but there are 
some indications of lithium presence (in Odisha). 

We are in a very preliminary stage, and therefore, 
should not make any claim. However, speaking 
geologically, some indications are there in the Eastern 
Ghat belt like in Nayagarh
— Pankaj Kumar, Deputy DG of GSI

Three killed 
by bus in 

Maharashtra
PTI, CHHATRAPATI 
SAMBHAJINAGAR: Three 
men were mowed down 
by a state transport bus in 
Maharashtra's Beed dis-
trict in the early hours of 
Sunday, police said.

Transport Minister 
Pratap Sarnaik later an-
nounced that the Ma-
harashtra State Road 
Transport Corporation 
(MSRTC) would pay assis-
tance of Rs 10 lakh each to 
the victims' families.

The accident occurred 
around 6 am when a 
group of youngsters were 
training for police re-
cruitment near Ghodka 
Rajuri village in Beed ta-
luka, an official said.

He said the bus belong-
ing to the MSRTC was 
heading towards Parb-
hani from Beed when it 
fatally knocked down the 
three men training on the 
roadside. Two others in 
the group escaped unhurt.

The deceased, Subodh 
More (20), Virat Ghod-
ke (19) and Om Ghodke 
(20), were residents of 
Ghodka Rajuri village, the 
official said.

The trio died on the 
spot, and their bodies 
were taken to the district 
hospital in Beed for fur-
ther formalities, he said, 
adding that the bus driv-
er was apprehended and 
a case was being regis-
tered against him.

Following the accident, 
angry villagers vandal-
ised the state transport 
bus and demanded jobs 
for family members of the 
deceased men in the state 
transport department, 
the official said. 

“If Lithium is found in 
Odisha, it can pave the way 
for the establishment of 
electric vehicle manufac-
turing units in the state,” 
an official said.

Speaking to reporters, 
Union Mines Secretary V 
L Kantha Rao said the GSI 
is conducting surveys of 
mineral deposits in Odis-
ha through various meth-
ods, including the use  
of drones.

The scientific agency has 
also started using artificial 
intelligence along with 
drones to locate valuable 
mineral resources, includ-
ing lithium and copper,  
he said.

“Through the use of 
drone-based technolo-
gies, things are getting 
easier and faster now,” 
Rao said.

“On a pilot basis, we 
have undertaken two pro-
jects in India. One is in 
Rajasthan and another 
in Odisha's Mayurbhanj 
district,” he said, adding, 
mineral survey activities 
will also be intensified in 
districts where mining op-
erations were halted for 
many years.

Odisha's mining opera-
tions have become a mod-
el for the entire country,  
he said.


