
xxx xxx xxx 

GOA, MONDAY, JANUARY 20, 2025 7voice of india
CPI(M) leader 
Prakash Karat 
addresses the media 
after the party’s 
central committee 
meeting, in Kolkata

Writer Geetanjali 
Shree during the 
Prof Gurdiyal Singh 
Memorial Lecture, at 
Punjabi University in 
Patiala, Punjab

Karnataka Deputy 
Chief Minister 
D K Shivakumar 
performs ritual at the 
Kapileshwara temple, 
in Belgaum

Vedanta traditional 
teacher Swami 
Paramananda Giri speaks 
during the Himalaya 
Rishi Sangamam, in 
Thiruvananthapuram

PTI, CHANDIGARH: The 
Centre will hold a meeting 
with Punjab's protesting 
farmers on February 14 in 
Chandigarh to discuss their 
demands, thus ending a 
stalemate over the resump-
tion of a dialogue with the 
agitators, who have been 
demanding a legal guaran-
tee on the MSP for crops.

Following the announce-
ment of the proposed 
meeting, farmer leader Jag-
jit Singh Dallewal, whose 
fast-unto-death entered 
the 54th day on Saturday, 
agreed to take medical aid.

However, he will not end 
his indefinite fast till a legal 
guarantee on the minimum 
support price (MSP) for crops 
is given, said farmer leader 
Sukhjit Singh Hardojhande.

Later, pictures showing 
Dallewal taking medical aid 
with an intravenous drip 
were released by the farmers.

The breakthrough came 
after a delegation of offi-
cials from the Union ag-
riculture ministry, led by 
Joint Secretary Priya Ran-
jan, met Dallewal and held 
a meeting with the repre-
sentatives of the Samyukta 
Kisan Morcha (Non-Polit-
ical) and Kisan Mazdoor 
Morcha (KMM), which are 

spearheading the agitation 
for the last 11 months.

Following the announce-
ment of the meeting on 
February 14, farmer lead-
ers appealed to Dallewal to 
take medical aid so that he 
can participate in the pro-
posed deliberations.

The Centre's delegation 
also urged Dallewal to take 
medical aid so that he can 
participate in the proposed 
meeting, which will take 
place at the Mahatma Gandhi 
State Institute of Public Ad-
ministration at Chandigarh 
at 5 pm on February 14.

Talking to reporters at 
the Khanauri protest site, 
Ranjan said a high-level 
delegation was sent by the 
Centre, keeping in mind 
the deteriorating health  
of Dallewal.

"We enquired about his 
health and held a meeting 
with the representatives (of 
the protesting farmer bod-
ies)," he said.

Ranjan said the meeting 
will be held in Chandigarh 
on February 14.

"We urged him (Dallew-
al) to break his fast and take 
medical aid, so that he can 
participate in the meeting," 
he said.

A letter addressed to 
Dallewal, SKM (Non-Polit-
ical) and KMM read: "This 
is in continuation of the 
previous meeting with the 
leaders of SKM (Non-Po-
litical) and Kisan Mazdoor 
Morcha (KMM), which was 
held on February 15, 2024 
at Chandigarh.

"A meeting with the min-
isters of the government 

of India and the Punjab 
government regarding the 
demands of the farmers' 
unions has been convened 
on February 14, 2025 (5 
pm) at the Mahatma Gandhi 
State Institute of Public Ad-
ministration Punjab (MGSI-
PA), Sector-26, Chandigarh. 
You are cordially invited to 
the meeting, please attend 
at the scheduled time. We 
hope that Dallewal will 
soon end his fast, recover 
and join the discussion," 
said the letter written  
by Ranjan.

Four rounds of meetings 
had taken place between 
Union ministers and the 

protesting farmers on Feb-
ruary 8, 12, 15 and 18 last 
year, but the talks remained 
inconclusive.

Earlier in the day, the 
farmers protesting at the 
Khanauri and Shambhu 
border points between 
Punjab and Haryana said 
they have received a pro-
posal from the central 
government which they  
will discuss.

The Centre's delegation 
held meetings with the 
representatives of both  
the forums.

A Punjab government 
team led by retired addi-
tional director general of 
police Jaskaran Singh and 
former deputy inspector 
general of police Narinder 
Bhargav, who were holding 
discussions with the farmer 
leaders, was also present.

According to farmer 
leader Abhimanyu Kohar, 
officials have said February 
14 has been fixed for the 
meeting as Assembly polls 
are due in Delhi and the 
Model Code of Conduct will 
be in force in the capital till  
February 9.

When the Model Code 
of Conduct is in force, no 
government can make any 
announcement, Kohar said.

Sharing details about 
Dallewal's health, Kohar 
said the farmer leader was 
unable to take water and 
had been vomiting.

Centre to hold meeting with 
protesting farmers on Feb 14 

Dallewal takes medical aid, continues fast-unto-death

Farmer leader Jagjit Singh Dallewal receives medical aid 
after the Centre announced to hold a meeting with Punjab’s 
protesting farmers, in Sangrur district of Punjab, on Sunday
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However, he 
(Dallewal) will not 
end his indefinite 

fast till a legal 
guarantee on the 
minimum support 
price (MSP) for 
crops is given, 

said farmer leader 
Sukhjit Singh  
Hardojhande

PTI, NEW DELHI: The 
Congress claimed Sunday 
the Modi government's 
"retrograde policies" have 
broken the confidence 
of investors in India and 
converted "ease of doing 
business to unease in doing 
business". 

The upcoming budget 
must eliminate "raid raj 
and tax terrorism" to fix 
this, the opposition party 
said.

It also called on the gov-
ernment to take action to 
protect Indian manufactur-
ing jobs and take decisive 
action to shore up wages 
and purchasing power.

Congress General Secre-
tary (In-charge, Commu-
nications) Jairam Ramesh 
said the Modi government 
has long proclaimed its de-
sire to improve the "ease 
of doing business" in India 
but yet in the past decade 
"we have only seen an eas-
ing of private investment 
which has fallen to record 
lows and the easing out 

of businesspersons who 
have departed India in 
large numbers for foreign 
shores".

"A byzantine, punitive, 
and arbitrary tax regime 
covering both GST and in-
come tax - which amounts 
to sheer Tax Terrorism - is 
now the greatest threat to 
India's prosperity and has 
contributed to an 'unease 
of doing business'," he said 
in a statement.

The biggest component 
of investment which is pri-
vate domestic investment 
has been weak since 2014, 
Ramesh said, adding it was 
solidly in the 25-30% of 
GDP range during Manmo-
han Singh's tenure as PM.

"In the last ten years, it 
has collapsed to the 20-

Budget must eliminate ‘raid 
raj, tax terrorism’: Cong

25% of GDP range. This 
sluggish investment has 
been accompanied by a 
mass exodus of high-net-
worth individuals. More 
than 17.5 lakh Indians 
have acquired the citizen-
ship of another country 
over the past decade," he 
said.

PTI, CHENNAI: A video clip 
of the IIT Madras Director 
V Kamakoti purported-
ly praising the 'medicinal 
value' of 'Gomutra', while 
speaking on protecting in-
digenous breeds of cows 
and the significance of 
switching to organic farm-
ing, has gone viral in the 
social media.

Addressing an event at 
a Go Samrakshana Sala on 
the day of Maatu Pongal 
(January 15, 2025) here, he 
narrated an anecdote from 
the life of a sanyasi and 
said the ascetic, when he 
had high fever, consumed 
gomutra and he was cured.

The director said, 
therefore, gomiyam (cow 
urine/gomutra) has, "an-
ti-bacterial, anti-fungal, 
and digestive properties," 
and it is useful as a med-
icine for conditions such 

as the Irritable Bowel Syn-
drome and batted for con-
sideration of cow urine's 
"medicinal value."

He made this remark af-
ter underlining the impor-
tance of organic farming 
and the crucial role played 
by indigenous breeds of 
cattle in agriculture and the 
overall economy.

Rationalist outfit Drav-
idar Kazhagam slammed 
the Gomutra remark saying 
it went against the truth 
and was "shameful".

DMK leader TKS Elango-
van hit out at Kamakoti for 

his remark and alleged that 
the intention of the central 
government is to ‘spoil’ ed-
ucation in the country.

Thanthai Periyar Dra-
vidar Kazhagam leader K 
Ramakrishnan said Kam-
akoti should give proof for 
his claim or he must tender 
an apology. "If he does not 
apologise, we will stage 
protest against him."

Congress leader Karti P 
Chidambaram slammed the 
remark, and said: "Peddling 
pseudoscience by @iitma-
dras Director is most unbe-
coming @IMAIndiaOrg."

Clip of IIT Madras Director Kamakoti 
favouring ‘Gomutra’ goes viral

The director said, therefore, gomiyam 
(cow urine/gomutra) has, ‘anti-bacte-
rial, anti-fungal, and digestive proper-
ties’, and it is useful as a medicine for 
conditions such as the Irritable Bowel 
Syndrome and batted for consideration 

of cow urine’s ‘medicinal value’

A byzantine, punitive, and arbitrary tax regime 
covering both GST and income tax - which 

amounts to sheer Tax Terrorism - is now the greatest 
threat to India's prosperity and has contributed to an 
'unease of doing business'
— Jairam Ramesh, Congress General Secretary (In-
charge, Communications)

3 dead, 5 missing 
after boat 

capsizes in Bihar
PTI, KATIHAR: Three 
persons, including a three-
year-old child, died and 
five others went missing 
after a boat capsized in 
the Ganga in Bihar's Ka-
tihar district on Sunday,  
officials said.

The boat, carrying 15 
people, capsized near Go-
laghat in Amdabad area, 
they said.

Seven people have been 
rescued so far, and some 
of them managed to swim 
to the river bank, the  
officials said.

Bihar Chief Minis-
ter Nitish Kumar con-
doled the deaths and 
announced an ex gratia 
of Rs 4 lakh each for the 
family members of the 
deceased.

"The rescue opera-
tion is still underway to 
locate the five missing 
persons. An investiga-
tion has been ordered to 
find the cause of the inci-
dent," District Magistrate 
Manesh Kumar Meena 
told PTI.

PTI, GHAZIABAD (UP): 
Four people, including 
three members of a fami-
ly, were charred to death 
in sleep after a fire broke 
out in a house here due 
to a short circuit early 
Sunday, officials said.

The fire broke out in a 
multi-storey building in 
the Kanchan Park area 
under the Loni police 
station jurisdiction.

According to the fire 
department, information 
about the incident was 
received at the Loni fire 
station at 7.06 am and 
three fire engines were 
pressed into service.

After reaching the 
spot, it was found that 
the fire had broken out 
on the second and third 
floors of the house and 
people were trapped 
inside. The house was 
in a congested lane and 
hence the fire engines 
were parked outside 
and water spraying was 
started after extending 
hose pipes through adja-
cent houses, it said.

The narrow staircase 
and the smoke in the 
house made it difficult 
to go up and the walls 
of the house were bro-
ken down, it added. Four 
people were found on the 
terrace of the building. 
Two of them — Ayesha 
and her four-year-old 
son Ayan – were injured 
and the other two – 
Shahnawaz and Sham-
shad – were evacuated 
safely, the officials said.

After dousing the 
blaze, firefighters found 

Four killed as fire breaks 
out in house in Ghaziabad

four bodies inside the house, Chief Fire Officer Rahul said.


