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PTI, CHENNAI:  Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister M K Stalin on 
Saturday flayed the BJP gov-
ernment at the Centre on 
the move to hold simulta-
neous election, and said this 
was only to create a situa-
tion for enforcing one elec-
tion for the entire country.

He  called upon the BJP's 
allies and all democratic 
forces to oppose the move 
and save the country and 
the Constitution.

"We should oppose one 
nation, one election plan 
of the BJP because it wants 
to bring one party rule in 
the country. The BJP gov-
ernment wants one reli-
gion, one language, one 
culture and uniform dress 
code, besides one cuisine. 
That's why it wants to 
thrust simultaneous polls 
on the nation," Stalin said 
addressing the third state 
conference of the DMK le-
gal wing here.

The BJP wanted to de-
stroy the states in order to 

establish one government 
at the Centre. "This is the 
BJP's long term plans. It 
wants to thrust simultane-
ous polls intending to cre-
ate a situation for a single 
poll for the entire nation. 
This will pave the way for 
unitary rule in the country," 
he said.

To go a step further, he 
would say that the move 
would lead to conferring 
powers on an individual, 
which is not good even for 
the BJP party. "This amend-
ment would be useful to 
make Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi a dictator but it 
does not augur well for de-
mocracy," the Chief Minister, 
who is DMK president, said.

Speaking at the confer-
ence DMK senior and Tamil 
Nadu Forests Minister K 
Ponmudy said the Centre's 
initiative of 'one nation, 
one election' was ‘uncon-
stitutional' and was being 
brought with a political 
motive. 

Simultaneous poll is ‘unconstitutional‘, 
TN CM Stalin flays Centre

PTI, BEIRUT: Antnio Gu-
terres said the interna-
tional community will 
back Lebanon for what we 
believe will be a speedy 
recovery of this country, 
making it again the centre 
of the Middle East.

The UN Secretary-Gen-
eral made his comments 
on Saturday following a 
meeting in Beirut with 
Lebanon's newly elected 
president Joseph Aoun. A 
new prime minister was 
also named to form a gov-
ernment following Aoun's 
election last week.

Lebanon had been with-
out a president for 26 
months, part of internal di-
visions in the small nation.

Guterres said that nam-
ing a president and prime 

minister makes it possible 
to consolidate the Leba-
nese institutions and to 
deploy the Lebanese army 
across the country, includ-
ing areas from where Israe-
li troops will withdraw.

As soon as the conflict 
ends, reconstruction be-
gins, Guterres said.

The US-brokered cease-
fire is an attempt to end the 
Israel-Hezbollah war that 
has killed more than 4,000 
people and wounded over 
16,000 in Lebanon.

Part of the deal is that 
Hezbollah will pull out 
from the border area with 
Israel and only Lebanese 
troops and UN peace-
keepers can have armed 
presence along the Israeli 
border.

UN chief pledges 
international support 
as Lebanon rebuilds

AFP, LOS ANGELES: Sher-
iff 's deputies on horse-
back fanned out through 
charred brush on Friday, 
hunting for the remains 
of people who perished 
when huge wildfires raced 
through Los Angeles.

At least 27 people are 
known to have died in the 
two massive blazes, with 
dozens still missing.

Ten days after flames 
erupted, frustration was 
growing among the tens 
of thousands who remain 
in limbo, unable to return 
even to homes that were 
spared by the flames, be-

cause of unseen dangers 
like toxic pollution or the 
risk of landslides.

Nina Madok, who lost 
her home in the Palisades 
Fire, told AFP an informa-
tion meeting for evacuees 
had been "worthless."

"We need local leaders 
from the Palisades to an-
swer our questions now."

An emotional Los Ange-
les Assistant Fire Chief Joe 
Everett told those present: 
"It's extremely, extremely 
hard for me to look you in 
the eye knowing that, quite 
honestly, I feel like I failed 
you in some respect." 

Mounted police comb 
fire-charred Los Angeles 

for bodies


