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OF SOIL AND TOIL
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RJD chief Lalu Prasad Yadav 
with wife and party leader 
Rabri Devi during the 
party’s national executive 
committee meeting, in 
Patna

Maoists, who surrendered 
recently, being taken 
after their medical 
examination  
at a district hospital,  
in  Karnataka

Volunteers from an NGO 
show an owl injured due 
to kite’s thread after 
its recovery folllowing 
treatment, in Surat, 
Gujarat

Music composer and singer 
A R Rahman performs 
during ‘Haazri’, a musical 
event to pay tribute to 
Ustad Ghulam Mustafa 
Khan, in Mumbai
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Farmer leader and National Spokesperson of the Bhartiya 
Kisan Union (BKU) Rakesh Tikait at ‘Kisan Mahakumbh’ at 
Sangam, amid the ongoing ‘Maha Kumbh Mela’ festival, in 
Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh

Village head thrashed in Latur  
district; three booked
LATUR (MAHARASHTRA): A sarpanch was allegedly 
assaulted by a mob in a village in Latur district on Saturday, 
police said. A case was registered at Nilanga police 
station against three persons on a complaint lodged by 
Shedolwadi village sarpanch sarpanch Shaikh Rubab, 
inspector Sudhir Suryawanshi told PTI. Rubab was attacked 
by some men who alleged that a relative of one of them 
suffered an electric shock at a pole in the village. They 
also manhandled gramsevak NS Patil and ransacked the 
panchayat office. A video of the incident has gone viral. 

Escaped undertrial killed in encounter  
in Bengal
KOLKATA: An undertrial, who shot at policemen while 
escaping from custody three days ago, was killed in an 
encounter in West Bengal’s Uttar Dinajpur district early 
on Saturday, a senior officer said. The police action came 
after West Bengal DGP Rajeev Kumar said, “If someone 
fires at police, we will respond with four times the force”. 
Sajjak Alam was gunned down by a specialised police 
team during the encounter at Kichaktala in Goalpokhar, 
Additional Director General (Law and Order) Jawed 
Shamim said. “Several teams led by senior officers were on 
the lookout for him since Wednesday, when he escaped 
near Panjipara in Goalpokhar. 

TMC MP seeks ‘harshest punishment’  
for RG Kar convict
KOLKATA: Senior TMC MP Sougata Roy on Saturday 
welcomed the conviction of Sanjay Roy in the rape and 
murder of the doctor at the RG Kar Medical College and 
Hospital, and called for the “harshest punishment” to set a 
precedent. Speaking to PTI, he said the judgement should 
send a clear message. “The ruling must be followed by the 
harshest punishment possible for Roy,” he said. “This will 
not only serve as a warning to others who think they can 
get away with lawlessness but also restore people’s faith 
in the system. We need to ensure that such actions are 
met with the strongest deterrent,” he added. A trial court 
in Saldah found the civic volunteer guilty of raping and 
murdering the on-duty doctor at the state-run hospital on 
August 9. The court will pronounce the sentence on Monday. 

Manipur NPP MLA N Kayisii dies at 58
IMPHAL: Former Manipur minister and National People’s 
Party (NPP) MLA N Kayisii died here on Saturday after a 
prolonged illness. He was 58. Kayisii, a Naga, is the MLA 
from Tadubi constituency in Senapati district and also 
the NPP state president. Manipur Chief Minister N Biren 
Singh condoled the death of Kayisii and said his service 
to the people of Manipur will always be remembered. 
The CM visited the residence of Kayisii and offered his 
condolences. Singh said, “Kayisii was soft-spoken, a very 
good man and a good leader. I had contacted him twice 
while he was ill. Very sorry over the loss.” Kayisii was minister 
of Tribal and Hill Areas department from 2017-2020. 

Keralite doctor booked, imposed fine  
for obstructing ambulance
KANNUR (KERALA): A doctor has been booked and 
penalised for obstructing the passage of an ambulance 
while it was on its way to a hospital with a patient in 
Kerala’s Kannur district, police said on Saturday. The 
incident alleged to have happened at Eranholi in 
Thalassery on Thursday evening and it’s visuals were 
telecast by television channels later. According to police, 
a car obstructed the passage of an ambulance when it was 
proceeding with a critical patient on Nayanar road here.
Police identified the driver of the car as Rahul Raj, a 
doctor who runs a private clinic in nearby Iritty. The 
ambulance driver alleged that despite repeated sirens, the 
car driver didn’t give space for the ambulance to proceed.

Three juveniles held for opening  
fire at man in Delhi
NEW DELHI: Delhi Police has apprehended three juveniles 
for their alleged involvement in a shooting incident at 
the Ramlila Maidan in outernorth Delhi that left a man 
seriously injured, officials said on Saturday. Nikhil, a 
resident of Mukundpur, was playing football on January 
16 when he got involved in a heated argument with a 
minor boy, a police officer said. The minor left the park 
following the altercation, only to return with three of 
his accomplices, all Class-11 students of a government 
school, he said. As they confronted Nikhil, one of the 
minors fired a shot at him from a country-made pistol 
before all four fled from the spot. An eyewitness report led 
to the registration of an FIR at the Bhalswa Dairy police 
station, the officer said.

PTI, NEW DELHI:  The AAP 
on Saturday alleged that 
Arvind Kejriwal's car was 
attacked by BJP candidate 
Parvesh Verma's support-
ers during campaigning in 
the New Delhi constituen-
cy, prompting Verma to hit 
back as he accused the AAP 
chief of hitting three people 
with his vehicle.

Verma claimed that the 
three victims have sus-
tained leg injuries and said 
he would file an "attempt to 
murder" case against Kejri-
wal.

The incident has sparked 
a political war of words 
between the ruling AAP in 
Delhi and the BJP ahead of 
the February 5 assembly 
polls.

Sharing a video on social 
media, the AAP claimed 
that a stone can be seen 

landing on Kejriwal's vehi-
cle, accusing BJP's Verma of 
getting its chief attacked by 
his "goons".

A police official, howev-
er, said that no one pelted 
stones at the Kejriwal's 
car but some people were 
trying to show black flags 
to the AAP chief, who was 
immediately removed from 
the location.

The official said that no 

complaint has been re-
ceived so far, adding that 
they are checking CCTV 
footage to know more 
about the incident.

Kejriwal is pitted against 
Verma from the New Delhi 
constituency in the Delhi 
Assembly polls.

Later, addressing a press 
conference, AAP spokesper-
son Priyanka Kakkar said 
that Verma was "baffled", 

claiming that "though he 
(Verma) distributed money 
and gold chain in New Del-
hi, people in the constituen-
cy are supporting Kejriwal".

The Election Commission 
and Delhi Police should 
take suo moto cognizance 
of the incident and conduct 
an "impartial probe" to en-
sure strong action against 
Verma, Kakkar said.

"The attack on Kejriwal 
is extremely condemnable. 
The BJP does not want to 
allow peaceful elections in 
the New Delhi constituen-
cy," she charged.

The AAP spokesperson 
demanded Delhi Police 
to detain Verma and his 
"goons" for questioning 
them over the incident.

Hitting back at Kejriwal, 
Verma said the AAP chief's 
car hit three youths who 

AAP claims Kejriwal’s car attacked during 
campaigning; BJP alleges vehicle hit 3 people

Sharing a video on social 
media, the AAP claimed that a 
stone can be seen landing on 
Kejriwal's vehicle, accusing 
BJP's Verma of getting its chief 
attacked by his goons. Verma 
claimed that the three victims 
have sustained leg injuries and 
said he would file an ’attempt to 
murder’ case against Kejriwal

were asking him for jobs, 
and that he would file a po-
lice complaint of "attempt 
to murder".

Talking to reporters, 
Verma showed a damaged 
phone of one of the youths, 
claiming he was hit by Ke-
jriwal's vehicle.

A farmer prepares an agricultural land for paddy cultivation, in Nadia district, West Bengal

PTI, NEW DELHI:  The 
"cancer" of terrorism is 
now consuming Paki-
stan's own body politic 
and that country remains 
an "exception" in India's 
neighbourhood in view of 
its support for cross-bor-
der terrorist activities, 
External Affairs Minister 
S Jaishankar said on Sat-
urday.

He said the entire 
sub-continent has a shared 
interest in Pakistan "abjur-
ing" that approach of sup-
porting terrorism.

The external affairs min-
ister was delivering the 
Nani Palkhivala memorial 
lecture in Mumbai.

"Pakistan remains the 
exception in our neigh-
bourhood in view of its 
support for cross-border 
terrorism, and that cancer 
is now consuming its own 
body politic," he said.

"There are also issues 
in respect of two other 
neighbours, Myanmar and 
Afghanistan. We, in India 

have longstanding peo-
ple-to-people ties with 
both societies and we 
must be mindful that those 
more proximate have 
stakes which are quite 
different from others far 
away," he said.

The external affairs min-
ister said even as India's 
growth serves as a lifting 
tide beyond its borders, the 
extended neighbourhood 
too is keen to revive its his-
torical connections.

"Three decades ago, a 
Southeast Asia led by Sin-
gapore displayed that in-
terest, laying the founda-
tion of what then came to 
be known as the Act East 
policy," he said.

"In the last decade, the 
United Arab Emirates has 
spearheaded an even deep-
er effort on the part of the 
Gulf kingdoms," he added.

Jaishankar said the 
Gulf region houses India's 
largest diaspora and it is 
among New Delhi's key 
trade partners, as well as 

Cancer of terrorism now consuming 
Pak’s own body politic: Jaishankar

PTI, SITAPUR:  Con-
gress' Sitapur Lok Sabha 
MP Rakesh Rathore has 
been booked on charges 
of rape, police here said 
on Saturday.

He was booked at the 
Kotwali Police Station here 
on Friday on the complaint 
of a woman who had ac-
cused him of rape on Jan-
uary 15, Superintendent 
of Police, Chakresh Mishra 
told reporters.

The woman in her 
complaint alleged that 
Rathore raped her sev-
eral times over the last 
four years, promising to 
marry her and make her 
political career.

Cong Sitapur 
MP booked 

for rape

the dominant source of 
its energy needs.

"It is now increasing-
ly investing in India's 
growth and partnering 
it in collaborative ven-
tures," he said.

"The current conflict in 
the Middle-east is there-
fore as much a cause of 
anxiety to India as it is to 
others," he said.

PTI, CHANDIGARH:  A 
meeting between the 
Samyukta Kisan Morcha 
(SKM) and two protesting 
farmer bodies for a joint 
fight to press the Centre 
into accepting their de-
mands remained inconclu-
sive on Saturday. 

It was the second meeting 
of the three farmer bodies 
-- SKM, SKM (Non-Political) 
and Kisan Mazdoor Morcha 
(KMM) -- within a week to 
decide on a united fight for 
their demands, including a 
legal guarantee to minimum 
support price for crops.

After the Saturday's 
meeting, the three farmer 
outfits said efforts were on 
for unity among them.

Farmers, under the ban-
ner of the SKM (Non-Polit-
ical) and KMM, have been 
camping at the Shamb-
hu and Khanauri border 

points between Punjab and 
Haryana since February 
13 last year, after security 
forces did not allow them 
to march to Delhi to press 
for their various demands. 

The SKM, which had led 
the 2020 agitation against 
the now-repealed three 
farm laws, is not part of the 
ongoing agitation in Punjab. 

Meanwhile, the SKM said 
they will hand over memo-
randums to all MPs on Jan-
uary 20 to press the Centre 
to resolve farmers' issues 
and demand that it should 
save the life of fasting 
farmer leader Jagjit Singh 
Dallewal by initiating talks.

Addressing the media 
after the meeting in Patia-
la, SKM leader Balbir Singh 
Rajewal emphasized on a 
joint fight by farmer bodies 
and also saving the life of 
Dallewal.

SKM’s meeting with 
protesting farmer bodies on 
unity remains inconclusive
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