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1.6 CR TAKE KUMBH DIP ON DAY 1
He added said on January 11, around 33.36 lakh pil-

grims took a dip and the number reached around 50 lakh 
the next day.

Thirteen Akharas of seers from different sects are par-
ticipating in the Maha Kumbh.

And as the famed mela formally began in the darkness of 
pre-dawn on the occasion of 'Paush Purnima' to the sound 
of conch shells and bhajans, the excitement was palpable 
in the sprawling Sangam area as devotees -- mostly in 
groups -- walked towards the waters chanting "Jai Ganga 
Maiyya," "Har Har Mahadev," and "Jai Shri Ram".

Former US Army soldier-turned-ascetic Michael joined 
the Juna Akhara and is now known as 'Baba Mokshapuri'.

Sharing his journey of transformation, he said, "I was an 
ordinary man with a family and career. But I realised that 
nothing in life is permanent, so I embarked on a quest for 
salvation. This is my first Maha Kumbh in Prayagraj, and 
the spiritual vibes are extraordinary."

A devotee from Brazil added, "I practise yoga in Brazil, I 
have come here for 'moksha'. This one is very special, once 
in 144 years. India is like the spiritual height of the world. 
Sanatan Dharma is my mission of life and it changed my 
life, it changed the way I see the world, my family. Jai Shri 
Ram."

Also in the teeming crowd was Julie from Spain.
"I am feeling grateful for this opportunity to dive into 

the sacred river here at the sacred point. I am fulfilled with 

bliss," she said.
Contingents from states across India were seen too at 

various ghats of Prayagraj.
Given the massive numbers of people, there were those 

who got inevitably separated from their groups - a recall 
in another era of a favourite Hindi film trope of siblings 
getting separated in the Kumbh Mela.

The times have changed, however.
The Uttar Pradesh government implemented several 

crowd-control initiatives, including 'Bhula-Bhatka' camps, 
police assistance centres and deployment of personnel on 
specially constructed watchtowers.

Within the first couple of hours itself, more than 250 in-
dividuals got lost' but were found' thanks to efforts by the 
administration, officials said. 

Ajay Goyal, a pilgrim from Delhi, shared his experience 
of being separated for an hour. 

"Just before we got separated, we had joked about how 
this often happens at Kumbh Melas in old Bollywood films. 
Luckily, we were reunited within the same Mela itself," Go-
yal said.

It is a massive logistical exercise for the government.
"Spanning 10,000 acres, the event will set an exemplary 

standard for cleanliness, security, and modernity. To en-
hance the convenience of devotees, a digital tourist map 
will facilitate monitoring the cleanliness of toilets, while 
an AI-powered security system integrated with smart-
phones will ensure safety," the chief minister said earlier.

Mahakumbh Nagar is the world's world's largest tem-
porary city, accommodating 50 lakh to 1 crore devotees at 
any given time, Adityanath said.

According to Uttar Pradesh Chief Secretary Manoj Ku-
mar Singh, more than 55 police stations have been set up 
and 45,000 police personnel are being deployed for the 
fair. 

As many as 30 pontoon bridges, both in the Sangam 
area and Phaphamau, have also been readied to facilitate 
the movement of people from one end of the confluence 
to the other.

Prayagraj District Magistrate Ravindra Kumar Man-
dar told PTI that sector-wise ghats have been made for 
smooth conduct of the bathing ritual.

The first of the shahi snans', royal baths, takes place on 
Tuesday, Makar Sankranti, when the numbers taking a dip 
in the waters are expected to rise. The last of the snans' 
will be on Mahashivratri on February 26.

HARASSED BY SENIOR, IGNORED BY DEPT, 
CONSTABLE FOUND ON THE BRINK

Sources within the police force, speaking on condition 
of anonymity, stated that he was continuously posted on 
the reserve lines at Porvorim for months together despite 
there being clear cut guidelines that it should be done on 
rotational basis. 

"The guidelines issued by the SP (Headquarters) Nelson 
Albuquerque clearly mandate the rotation of duty masters 
every six months. The duty masters however are never 
rotated and old faces turn up in same role despite there 
being clear cut guidelines,” said a top cop.

“There are cases that juniors are posted on better beat 
duties according to political influences. This happens 
more so in the coastal belt of North Goa district as the 
plum postings are most sought after by cops,” he added. 
The incident has put a spotlight on the culture of favorit-
ism and neglect within the police department. 

While the department has launched initiatives like the 
‘Cops Care’ program — intended to address stress-related 
illnesses and improve the mental well-being of police per-
sonnel — many officers see it as little more than a façade.

“How can they claim to care when grievances like these 
are swept under the rug?” one officer questioned.

The ‘Cops Care’ initiative involves a short questionnaire. 
The program assures confidentiality stating “Please note 
that all information we receive from you will be kept safe 
and secure. Your identity will be kept confidential and 
your name will not be used in any way. Your participation 
in this study is voluntary and will help provide you with all 
necessary support. You may choose to withdraw anytime 
without providing a reason.”

Despite the assurances of confidentiality as detailed in 
the Cops Care programme, the police department report-
edly leaked his name to the media.

The Mapusa SDPO Sandesh Chodankar has been direct-
ed to submit a detailed report within 48 hours, but for the 
head constable, much of the damage is already done. The 
police department in its defense claimed, that the said 
constable has corruption charges against him. 

NOISE FLOUTERS BROKE LAWS, AND EVERY-
ONE JUST WATCHED

The GSPCB’s report, which included noise monitoring 
data from Thalasa between December 19, 2024, and Janu-
ary 6, 2025, indicates multiple instances where noise lev-
els exceeded the prescribed limits, particularly during the 
night. In a previous court order from December 18, 2024, 
the Bombay High Court had explicitly directed Thalasa to 
cease playing music, though it was allowed to continue op-
erating as a restaurant.

Despite this directive, the GSPCB’s response to the vio-
lations has been criticised for delays. “Sending emails days 
after noise barriers have been broken makes no sense,” 
argued Desmond Alvares, the petitioner in the case. “The 
judges had made it clear that action should be swift, not 
delayed by nine days or more.”

Alvares also pointed out that the GSPCB failed to ad-
dress the live monitoring system at the Diaz Pool Club and 
Bar, which had reported that its ‘mains have been discon-
nected’. This omission was notable in the GSPCB’s affidavit 
to the court.

“There were large-scale violations in Anjuna and Vaga-
tor during the festive season, and we need to determine 
which violations have been properly reported,” said Ami-
cus Curiae Nigel Costa Frias, presenting his concerns to 
Justices M S Karnik and Nivedita P Mehta during the hear-
ing.

In response to questions from Justice Karnik, Advocate 
General Devidas Pangam confirmed that a report was still 
being prepared and could be presented during the next 
hearing. Costa Frias also indicated that additional materi-
al evidence would be submitted for consideration.

PTI, RIYADH: European 
Union foreign ministers 
will meet in late January to 
discuss easing sanctions 
imposed on Syria, the bloc's 
foreign policy chief said on 
Sunday. However, she said 
the move would depend on 
Syria's new rulers carrying 
out an inclusive political 
transition after last month's 
overthrow of president 
Bashar Assad.

Kaja Kallas' comments 
came at a gathering of top 
European and Middle East-
ern diplomats in the Saudi 
capital of Riyadh to discuss 
Syria's future.

Saudi Arabia called for the 
lifting of sanctions, which 
threaten to undermine Syr-
ia's recovery from nearly 14 
years of civil war that killed 
an estimated 5,00,000 peo-

ple and displaced half the 
country's prewar popula-
tion of 23 million.

European countries and 
the US have been wary over 
the Islamist roots of the for-
mer insurgents who drove 
Assad out of power and who 
now lead an interim govern-
ment.

The former rebels have 
promised to hold a nation-
al dialogue summit that 
includes different groups 
across Syria to agree upon a 
new political road map lead-
ing to a new constitution 
and an election.

Kallas said EU foreign 
ministers will look at how to 
ease sanctions during a Jan-
uary 27 meeting in Brussels.

“But this must follow tan-
gible progress in a political 
transition that reflects Syria 

in all its diversity,” she said 
in a post on the social media 
platform X. She also posted 
a photo of herself meeting 
the new Syrian foreign min-
ister, Asaad al-Shibani at 
Sunday's gathering.

The US, the EU and some 
Arab nations began impos-
ing sanctions on Syria after 
Assad's brutal crackdown 
on the 2011 uprising against 
his rule and tightened them 
as the conflict spiralled into 
war.

Some of the measures are 
against individuals in As-
sad's government, including 
freezing of assets. But many 
target the government in 
general, including bans on 
many financial and banking 
dealings, on oil purchases 
and on investment or trade 
in some sectors, crippling 

the wider Syrian economy.
German Foreign Minister 

Annalena Baerbock said 
sanctions against “Assad's 
henchmen who committed 
serious crimes” must re-
main in place.

But she called for “a smart 
approach to sanctions, pro-
viding rapid relief for the 
Syrian population. Syrians 
now need a quick dividend 
from the transition of pow-
er”. Baerbock did not elab-
orate but announced an ad-
ditional USD 51.2 million in 
German aid for food, emer-
gency shelters and medical 
care.

At the gathering, Saudi 
Foreign Minister Prince 
Faisal bin Farhan said in-
ternational and unilateral 
sanctions on Syria should be 
lifted.

EU ministers to consider easing 
sanctions on Syria later in Jan

PTI, VATICAN CITY: Pope 
Francis baptised 21 babies 
in the Sistine Chapel on 
Sunday under the ceiling 
frescoed by Michelangelo, 
in what has become an an-
nual tradition that marks 
the end of the Christmas 
holiday period at the Vati-
can.

Francis celebrated the 
Lord's gift of faith to the 
children, stressing they 
were the protagonists of 
the ceremony.

“It is important that 
these children feel well,” 
the pope said. “If they are 
hungry, feed them so they 
don't cry. If they feel hot, 
change them. ... But let them 
feel at ease, because today 
they are in charge and we 

must serve them with the 
Sacrament, with prayers.” 
The pontiff personally ad-
ministered the sacrament 
of baptism on the infants, 
who are the children of Vat-
ican employees working at 
the Holy See.

The celebration marks 
the feast day that recalls 
Jesus' baptism in the River 
Jordan and was established 
in 1981 by St John Paul II.

During the ceremony, 
each father was given a 
candle to light represent-
ing the Christian light that 
“must never go out”. The 
pope encouraged each fam-
ily to bring those candles 
home and light them up in 
difficult times to ask for the 
Lord's guidance. 

Pope Francis baptises 
21 babies in annual 
ceremony at Sistine 

AP, BANGKOK: An overnight 
landslide at a jade mining 
area in northern Myanmar 
has killed at least a dozen 
people and left many oth-
ers missing, according to a 
resident, rescuers and inde-
pendent media on Monday. 
They said about 50 houses 
were buried or damaged.

The accident occurred 
early Monday in Kachin 
state's Hpakant township, 
a remote mountainous re-
gion at the centre of the 
lucrative jade mining in-
dustry, about 950 km north 

of Myanmar's biggest city, 
Yangon. It's a region where 
sporadic fighting has bro-
ken out between the Myan-
mar army and ethnic guer-
rilla forces.

Tarlin Mg, a resident near 
the accident area, told The 
Associated Press that the 
bodies of 12 people, includ-
ing four children, had been 
recovered in Spott village.

Two local rescuers told 
the AP it was difficult finding 
missing people due to the 
large amount of mud, and 
large machinery was needed. 

Landslide in Myanmar jade 
mining area kills over 12
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