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Not a terror attack, just regular  
drunk driving.
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REPUBLIC DAY PREP IS ON 

Assam Rifles personnel during rehearsal for the Republic Day Parade 2025, amid fog, at Kartavya Path in New Delhi, on 
Friday. Around 400 flights were delayed in the national Capital due to poor visibility during the day

PTI

Watch the Exposition Mass
Day 45, in Konkani at 5 pm 
on Herald TV and YouTube.

Just scan this QR code and watch the Holy 
Mass on your cell phone.

NOTE: THE QR CODE WILL BE ACTIVE ONLY 
AT 5PM

EXPOSITION MASS OF ST FRANCIS XAVIER

39 transgender individu-
als in Hyderabad have been 
inducted as traffic assistants
Telangana CM A Revanth 
Reddy spearheaded the 
project
100 transgenders applied 
for the posts; 44 were short-
listed and 39 completed 
rigorous training
Police officials have 
praised their enthusiasm and 
commitment
The initiative has restored 
dignity, confidence and 
hope in the lives of the 
recruits.

PTI, HYDERABAD: From 
seeking alms on city roads to 
managing traffic at the same 
places, it has been an incredi-
ble journey of empowerment 
for 39 transgenders in Hyder-
abad who have been inducted 
as traffic assistants to help the 
city police.

The transgenders, who have 
been appointed on a pilot ba-
sis, say they now get respect 
from citizens in contrast to the 
severe discrimination and in-
sults they faced in the past.

"It is wonderful that we man-
age traffic at places where we 
used to beg in the past," Nisha, 
a transgender traffic assistant, 
told PTI on Friday.

Hyderabad’s pride: As traffic volunteers, 
39 transgenders find road to respect

A transgender traffic assistant manages traffic, in Hyderabad, on Friday
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PILOTING SOCIETAL 
PROGRESS

My parents did not accept me. But, they accepted me now. My 
friends used to avoid me. But, now they message me and keep in 

touch. After I got the job, my relations and others are appreciating. It is 
a wonder. I cannot describe in words
– Nisha, one of the recruits

PTI

CHINA SAYS COUNTRY SAFE FOR TRAVEL
PTI, BEIJING: China on Friday played down reports of a massive 
outbreak of flu in the country overwhelming hospitals, saying that 
cases of the respiratory diseases which occur during the winter 
were less severe this year compared to last year.
The Foreign Ministry here said it is safe for foreigners to travel to China.
“Respiratory infections tend to peak during the winter season in the 
northern hemisphere," Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Mao 
Ning told the media here in response to a question on the spread of 
influenza A and other respiratory diseases in China.
Videos circulating on social media show overcrowded hospitals.

PTI, NEW DELHI: The National Cen-
tre for Disease Control (NCDC) is 
closely monitoring respiratory and 
seasonal influenza cases in the coun-

try, and is in touch with internation-
al agencies in the wake of the recent 
reports of an outbreak of the Human 
Metapneumovirus (HMPV) in China, 
official sources said on Friday.

After China’s Covid-like scare, 
India monitoring flu cases

FLU OUTBREAK
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PTI, NEW DELHI: India on 
Friday said it has lodged a 
‘solemn protest’ with China 
over creation of two new 
counties in Hotan prefec-
ture, asserting that such 
moves will not lend legit-
imacy to Beijing’s ‘illegal 
and forcible’ occupation in 
the region.

In a strong reaction, 
External Affairs Ministry 
spokesperson Randhir 
Jaiswal said parts of these 
so-called counties fall in 
India's Union Territory of 
Ladakh and that the Chi-
nese action will have no 
bearing on New Delhi's 
consistent position regard-
ing its sovereignty.

China's announcement 
on establishing the two 
counties came days af-
ter Special Representa-
tives of the two nations 
resumed boundary talks 
that was stalled for al-
most five years.

"We have seen the an-
nouncement pertaining to 
the establishment of two 
new counties in Hotan Pre-
fecture of China. Parts of ju-
risdiction of these so-called 
counties fall in India's Un-
ion Territory of Ladakh," 
Jaiswal said.

"We have never accepted 
the illegal Chinese occupa-
tion of Indian territory in 
this area," he said.

"Creation of new coun-
ties will neither have 
a bearing on India's 
long-standing and con-
sistent position regarding 
our sovereignty over the 
area nor lend legitimacy to 
China's illegal and forcible 

occupation of the same," 
Jaiswal added.

He further said: "We 
have lodged a solemn 
protest with the Chinese 
side through diplomatic 
channels."

The latest irritant in ties 
came weeks after India and 
China ended an over four-
and-a-half-year border 
standoff and announced 
steps to reduce mistrust.

India protests after 
China announces 
new counties in 

occupied Ladakh
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PTI, NEW DELHI: Days af-
ter China announced its 
plan to build a mega dam 
on the Brahmaputra river 
in Tibet, India on Friday 
said it will continue to 
monitor and take neces-
sary measures to protect 
its interests.

In its first reaction to 
the proposed dam, New 
Delhi urged Beijing to 
ensure that the interests 
of downstream states of 
the Brahmaputra are not 
harmed by activities in 
upstream areas.

"We will continue to 
monitor and take neces-
sary measures to protect 
our interests," External 
Affairs Ministry spokesper-
son Randhir Jaiswal said.

Cont on Pg 11 >>

Will take steps to 
protect interests: 
India on China’s 

Brahmaputra dam

ED’s 15-hour 
questioning of 
MLA ‘inhuman’
PTI, NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court 
has observed ED's "high-handedness" 
and "inhuman conduct" during an al-
most 15-hour long interrogation of 
former Haryana Congress MLA Suren-
der Panwar and upheld an order say-
ing his arrest was illegal.

A bench of Justices Abhay S Oka and 
Augustine George Masih said it was 
an "inhuman conduct" on part of ED 
officers as the case was not related to 
some terror activity but of an alleged 
illegal sand mining.

"This is not the way to treat peo-
ple in such a case. You have virtual-
ly forced a person to make a state-
ment," it said.

Dismissing the Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED)'s plea against the 
high court order, the bench held, 
"We are not inclined to interfere 
with the finding of the high court 
that the arrest of the respondent 
was illegal."

The high court's findings, it said, 
were only for deciding whether Pan-
war's arrest was illegal.

"These findings will not affect the 
merits of the pending complaint 
under Section 44 of the Prevention 
of Money Laundering Act (PMLA), 
2002," said the bench in its order on 
December 2.

The court said the ED's approach in 
conducting the probe was a "shocking 
state of affairs" where a person was 
virtually forced to make a statement.

ED's counsel Zoheb Hussain said 
the high court had erred in its finding 
that Panwar was continuously quizzed 
for 14.40 hours, pointing to a dinner 
break during the interrogation.
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PANWAR CASE

 BHOPAL TOXIC 
WASTE DISPOSAL
Protests flare 
up in MP town 
PTI, DHAR (MP):  Pro-
tests rocked Pithampur in 
Madhya Pradesh on Friday 
against the planned dis-
posal of 337 tonnes of toxic 
waste linked to the Bhopal 
gas tragedy, prompting the 
authorities to clamp pro-
hibitory orders around the 
premises of the firm where 
the incineration will be 
carried out. Two protesters 
also tried to self-immolate. 

Prohibitory orders were 
clamped, banning the as-
sembly of 50 or more per-
sons around Ramky Enviro 
company, where the toxic 
waste will be incinerated. 
It will be in force till Janu-
ary 12, the order issued by 
district authorities read.

As part of the pro-
tests during the day, a 
mob of 500-600 persons 
had marched to Ramky 
Group's Industrial Waste 
Management Private Lim-
ited premises, where the 
waste is set to be inciner-
ated, but police managed 
to disperse them in time.
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CALANGUTE: The famed 
hospitality of Goa came 
under a cloud once again, 
as a group of tourists from 
Maharashtra was allegedly 
assaulted by staff members 
at a shack in Calangute ear-
ly on Friday.

The incident marks yet 
another violent incident 
involving tourists in the 
area within a week. On De-
cember 31, a tourist from 
Andhra Pradesh was beaten 
to death after an altercation 
over serving beyond the 
shack’s operating hours.

Friday’s incident took 
place at the Planet Goa 
shack, located on Calangute 
Beach around 3 am. Nitin 
Agarwal and his friends, 
hailing from Thane and 
Mumbai, were reported-
ly attacked by the shack’s 
employees and security 
guards. The shack is owned 
by a relative of a Calangute 
panchayat member.

According to police 
reports, the altercation 
started over a minor issue. 
The shack had already 
closed for the day when 
the tourists, while walking 
near the establishment, 
accidentally collided with 
a clothes drying stand. 
Mistaking the sound for a 
potential theft, staff mem-
bers allegedly attacked the 

group. During the assault, 
one of the tourists, iden-
tified as Rohit, sustained 
serious head injuries after 
being struck with a wood-
en stick. The blow caused 
severe bleeding, and au-
thorities are now investi-
gating whether the attack 
was an attempted murder.

Rohit was rushed to the 
Goa Medical College and 
Hospital (GMC) in Bam-
bolim, where he received 
treatment and was later 
discharged on Friday.

Following the attack, 
local police arrested six 
individuals in connection 

with the assault. The ac-
cused include Noufal PT 
(28) from Kerala, Rohit Ku-
mar (27), Abhishek Kumar 
(24), Vinod Kumar (31), 
and Surinder Kumar (28), 
all hailing from Himachal 
Pradesh, as well as Mayu-
resh Saudagar (34), a secu-
rity guard from Pernem.

In another troubling de-
velopment, on December 
31, a 28-year-old tour-
ist, Bhola Ravi Teja from 
Andhra Pradesh, was alleg-
edly murdered after a vio-
lent altercation with shack 
staff over a food dispute at 
Calangute beach.

Tourists thrashed at 
Calangute shack, again
Holiday-makers mistaken for thieves and 

beaten up; landing one in hospital

Beach shack where the altercation happened

FLASHBACK FLASHPOINTS IN BUSY BEACH BELT
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Now it’s time to fool ourselves with New 

Year’s resolutions!
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GRAND START TO 2025

Calangute shocker: Tourist 
killed in beach shack brawl

Argument over 
serving food turns 

ugly between shack 
staff and holidayers 

from Andhra Pradesh

Goa’s famed hospitality: Are 

players no more hospitable?

2022

October 2024 November 2024

2022

Candolim shack 
owner stabbed 
by a local after 
he denied serv-
ing him additional liquor

Tik Tok star 
and BJP leader 
Sonali Phogat 
dies at Anjuna shack

Delhi tourists 
attacked by hotel 
staff at Anjuna 
following an argument 

over smoking

Two brothers allegedly 

assaulted by night-

club bouncers near 

Tito’s Lane at Baga 

A drunk taxi driver in 

Candolim assaults tour-

ists following an argu-

ment over road crossing

2023
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CALANGUTE: The shocking mur-
der of a 28-year-old tourist from 
Andhra Pradesh at Marina shack 
in Calangute, which sent shock 
waves across Goa, has put a big 
question mark on the safety of 
tourists in the State, with tourism 
stakeholders claiming that hospi-
tality trade and its players in Goa 
are no more hospitable.

Terming the incident an “unfor-
tunate”, Santosh Divkar, Goa Tour-
ism Board Member (GTB) and 
President of Small and Medium 
Hotels Association, said, “There is 
need to train and update the shack 
business with the current needs 
and challenges. Shacks today are 
being run by Goans, but the staff-
ers employed are non-Goan. They 

don’t extend the same hospitality 
like Goans do. In addition, they 
are not trained in customer han-
dling etiquettes. It’s a concoction 
of these deficiencies combined 
with rude unruly guests that re-
sults in incidents.”

Divkar said, “There is a need 
to train and enhance the skills 
of the persons running the shack 
business because it is a mirror of 
the Goan hospitality.”

Vivek Kerkar from Skal, an 
international organisation, fo-
cused on worldwide students 
and young professionals from the 
tourism industry said, “This is a 
peculiar situation Goa is facing. 
The quality of tourism has gone 
down and the shack owners were 
not used to such kinds of tourists. 
In addition to that, shacks are 

being run by a few Goans now. 
When there is an extra billing 
and normal tourists do not chal-
lenge, aggressive tourists get into 
an argument. It is a combination 
of both.” Kerkar said that this sit-
uation in the tourism of Goa will 
stay for a while.

Cruz Cardozo, Shack Owners 
Welfare Society president had 
a different take. Acknowledg-
ing the fact that it was a sad 
incident, he said, “The shack 
owners have been facing a har-
rowing time due to the unruly 
behaviour of tourists. As shack 
owners, we are suffering a lot. 
There are several incidents that 
happen, but shack owners don’t 
report because they do not want 
the matter to aggravate.”

Shacks today are being run by 

Goans, but the staff employed are 

non-Goan. They don’t extend the same 

hospitality like Goans do. In addition, 

they are not trained in customer 

handling etiquette

– Santosh Divkar, 

Goa Tourism Board member

This is a peculiar situation Goa is facing. The quality 

of tourism has gone down and the shack owners 

were not used to such kinds of tourists. In addition to 

that, shacks are being run by a few Goans now. When 

there is an extra billing and normal tourists do not 

challenge, but aggressive tourists get into an argument

– Vivek Kerkar, from Skal,  
an international organisation

PTI, IMPHAL: Manipur 
Chief Minister N Biren Sin-
gh on Tuesday apologised 
for the ethnic conflict in 
the state which claimed 
over 250 lives and ren-
dered thousands home-
less, and appealed to all 
communities to forget and 
forgive past mistakes and 
live together in a peaceful 
and prosperous state.

Addressing reporters 
here, Singh said that there 
has been relative peace in 
the state in the last three-
four months, which gives 
him hope that normalcy 
will be restored in the  
New Year.

“I want to say sorry for 
what happened in the 
State. Many people lost 
their loved ones and many 
had to leave their homes. I 
regret and want to apolo-
gise. But after seeing rela-
tive peace in the last three-
four months, I hope that 
normalcy will be restored 
in the coming year.

“Whatever happened 
has happened... I want to 
appeal to all communities 
to forgive and forget our 
past mistakes and start life 
afresh by living together in 
a peaceful and prosperous 
Manipur,” he said.

Singh said firing inci-
dents have declined in 
the state over the last 20 
months since the eth-
nic conflict began in May 
2023. More than 250 
people have been killed 

and thousands rendered 
homeless in ethnic vio-
lence between Imphal 
Valley-based Meiteis and 
adjoining hills-based 
Kuki-Zo groups since May 
last year.

Manipur CM says sorry 

for ethnic conflict, asks 

people to forget, forgive 
I want to say sorry 
for what happened 

in the State. Many people 
lost their loved ones and 
many had to leave their 
homes. I regret and want to 

apologise
– N Biren Singh, 
CM of Manipur 

PTI, NEW DELHI: After 

Manipur Chief Minister N 

Biren Singh on Tuesday 

apologised for the ethnic 

conflict in the state, the 

Congress asked why 

can't Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi go there 

and do the same.
In a post on X, Congress 

general secretary Jairam 

Ramesh said the people 

of Manipur cannot un-

derstand their neglect 

by the prime minister, 

whom he accused of 

deliberately avoiding a 

visit to Manipur. “Why 

can't the Prime Minister 

go to Manipur and say 

the same thing there? 

He has deliberately 

avoided visiting the 

state since May 4, 2023, 

even as he jets around 

the country and the 

world,” Ramesh said in 

his post.

CONG ASKS WHY PM CAN’T VISIT  

MANIPUR AND APOLOGISE

S Korea  
investigates 
if concrete 

barrier led to 
plane crash

AFP, MUAN (South Ko-
rea): South Korean au-
thorities said Tuesday 
they were investigating 
the role of a concrete bar-
rier at the end of Muan 
airport runway in the 
country's worst air dis-
aster, which killed 179 
people as a Jeju Air jet 
crashed on landing.

US investigators, in-
cluding from Boeing, 
were at the crash site 
in southwestern Muan, 
officials said, as South 
Korean authorities be-
gan assessing two black 
boxes retrieved from the 
burned-out wreckage of 
the aircraft.

The plane was carrying 
181 people from Thailand 
to South Korea when it 
made a mayday call and 
belly-landed before hit-
ting the barrier and burst-
ing into flames, killing 
everyone aboard except 
two flight attendants. 

Acting President Choi 
Sang-mok said the ac-
cident was a “turning 
point” for the country.

PTI, NEW DELHI: World num-
ber one Magnus Carlsen on 
Monday criticised senior FIDE 
officials, including its deputy 
president Viswanathan Anand, 
for mishandling the dress code 
violation issue, calling them 
“not grown-ups” and stating 
that the Indian was “not ready 
for the job”.

A couple of days after being 
disqualified from the Rapid 
event at the World Rapid and 
Blitz Chess Championship for 
refusing to change into formal 
trousers, Carlsen was con-
firmed for the Blitz event fol-
lowing FIDE's decision to allow 
players to compete in jeans.

Describing the decision to dis-
qualify him as “draconian”, the 

Norwegian called the officials 
“robots” who are not capable of 
making independent decisions.

“Let’s go back to a couple 
of days ago. I did have some 
choice words for FIDE in my in-
terview with you. And I would 
say that it was a bit impre-
cise. I definitely mean it when 
it comes to certain people in 

FIDE. No question about it,” the 
Norwegian told Take Take Take, 
an app he is co-promoting.

 “I think the situation was 
badly mishandled on their side. 
And I was about to basically 
book my plane tickets and get 
out of here. My father said that 
we should maybe wait until the 
morning to make a decision to 

speak to the FIDE president, 
Arkady Dvorkovich, whom we 
have a good relationship with.

“Him actually being asleep 
when this happened meant 
there were no grown-ups in 
FIDE. You can argue whether 
I am or not. But there was no-
body even slightly willing to 
have a conversation.”

The five-time world cham-
pion was fined $200 for wear-
ing jeans, which was “explicitly 
prohibited” under the original 
tournament regulations. The 
Norwegian was also disqualified 
by chief arbiter Alex Holowczak 
after he refused to change his 
attire ahead of the ninth round.

“We had long conversations 

with Anand yesterday and oth-
ers, which generally didn’t lead 
anywhere. It was generally the 
same answers, that arbiters 
are basically robots who can-
not think on their own, who 
have no way to even deviate 
slightly from... I don’t even 
know if I broke any rules. I still 
haven't gotten a clear answer 
on that,” said Carlsen.

“They were saying that jeans 
were generally not allowed. If 
it's generally not allowed, that 
must mean that there must 
be exceptions. And if I, with 
a decent attempt at an outfit 
apart from that, didn’t meet 
that exception, I don’t see what 
would, frankly,” he added.

October 2024

Veterinarians claim 

to being assaulted 

at a shack in  
Candolim
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CALANGUTE: An argument between 

tourists and shack operators at Calangute 

took an ugly turn early on Tuesday after 

the shack workers assaulted the group of 

visitors, leaving a 28-year-old holidayer 

dead. Shack owner Agnelo Silveira, 64, his 

son Schubert, 23, and two shack workers, 

Anil Bista and Kamal Sunar, both from  

Nepal, have been arrested.

According to reports, the brawl broke 

out after the workers at the Marina Shack 

at Tivaiwaddo, Calangute, refused to serve 

food to the tourists around 1 am on Tues-

day, as the shack had already shut for the 

night. The group got angry and allegedly 

started arguing and insulting the shack 

workers, who then turned around and re-

portedly thrashed them with sticks, lead-

ing to the death of 28-year-old Bhola Ravi 

Teja, a resident of Andhra Pradesh.
According to the police complaint 

by Spandan Bollu, who was part of the 

group of tourists, others with them who 

were also beaten up were Chaitanya Gopi 

Pandapu, Kairam Giridhar, and Deepak  

Satyanarayana.
According to John Lobo, general secre-

tary of the Shack Owners Welfare Society 

– Goa, a dispute over the bill probably led 

to the unfortunate incident. “I heard that 

they were refused food way beyond the 

closing time. When waiters asked them to 

pay extra if they wanted food to be made 

so late, they refused,” he said.

Anand ‘not ready for this job’, says Carlsen 

after dress code fiasco at chess championship
Anand said very clearly that 

he didn't know that he had 

any opportunity to do anything 

past… go with the arbiters' honestly 

draconian decision of not pairing 

me… He was, for all his good 

qualities, not ready for this job

– Magnus Carlsen 

Carlsen 
simply 

refused to follow 
the rules, left us 
with little choice

– Viswanathan 
Anand, to 
Chessbase India 

Guv, CM extend 
New Year greetings 
Team Herald

PANJIM: Governor P S Sreedharan Pillai  

and Chief Minister Pramod Sawant have 

extended their heartiest greetings and 

best wishes to the people of Goa on the 

joyous occasion of New Year 2025.
In his message, the Governor said, 

“New Year is a joyous event when we re-

fresh our thoughts and prepare for new 

achievements. The advent of the New 

Year brings new hopes aspirations and 

expectations and rejuvenates our lives. 

The year just gone-by has many nota-

ble achievements such as the Mopa Link 

Road and the New Mopa Airport, which 

are expected to boost the State’s econo-

my. It is also indeed a pleasure that Goa 

continues to have laudable progress  

in all fields.”

Team Herald

PANJIM: The Shree Ram-
nath Damodar Saunsthan 
temple in Zambaulim is 
in the news for all the 
wrong reasons after the 
Sanguem Taluka Mam-
latdar recommended the 
dissolution of the tem-
ple’s managing commit-
tee for not presenting 
the budget within the le-
gal deadline. It has been 
alleged that the temple 
committee incurred huge 
expenses without pre-
senting the budget. 

Sanguem Mamlatdar 
Siddharth Prabhu has 
made the recommenda-
tion to the South Goa Col-
lector following a direc-
tive from the High Court 
of Bombay at Goa. Prasad 
Govind Ghode and Jayant 
Kamat Bambolkar had 
filed a writ petition in the 
High Court, seeking direc-
tions to the Mamlatdar, 
who is the administrator 
of devalaya, to dissolve 
the managing commit-

tee for not presenting  
the budget.

The petitioners had 
stated that the managing 
committee had not sub-
mitted the budget for the 
financial year 2024-25 by 
November 5, 2023, which 
was the deadline. They 
had alleged that the man-
aging committee made 
spent a huge amount of 
money from the temple 
funds without presenting 
the budget. The current 
managing committee is 
headed by Manjunath S 
Pai Dukle, secretary Amit 
Hegde, attorney Saish 
Hegde, and treasurer Ga-
nadish Shenvi Kunde.

The High Court had 
asked the Mamlatdar to 
decide on the proceedings 
before the end of Decem-
ber 2024. The Mamlatdar’s 
recommendation to the 
Collector has been made as 
per Article 44 of the Dev-
asthan Regulations Act, 
governing Hindu temples 
in the State.

Heat on temple 
panel for delaying 

annual budget 
Mamlatdar recommends dissolution 

of Zambaulim temple’s managing 

committee after HC directive on writ

The beach shack where 
the brawl took place 
early on Tuesday
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Fireworks explode over the Sydney Opera House and Harbour Bridge during New Year's Eve 

celebrations in Sydney, Wednesday

AP

JANUARY, 1

Team Herald

BICHOLIM: The simmer-
ing tension in Pilgao over 
the transportation of ore 
escalated on Friday as local 
farmers and villagers, joined 
by Panchayat members, an-
nounced their intention to 
approach the Bombay High 
Court at Goa if Vedanta Sesa 
Goa’s night-time ore trans-
portation does not stop. 

A meeting on Friday be-
tween all stakeholders – the 
Deputy Collector, Bicholim 
Police, village representa-
tives, Panchayat members, 
and officials from mining 
company – failed to break 
the deadlock. 

This followed a second 
consecutive night of pro-
tests on Thursday, where 
locals blocked the trucks 
transporting ore, alleging 
that the noise pollution 
was ruining their sleep and 
throwing the lives of their 

children, who have to go to 
school in the morning, out 
of gear completely. 

Claiming that the right to 
peaceful sleep is a funda-
mental right, the protesters 

expressed their concerns to 
police, stating that the con-
stant movement of trucks 

was causing significant 
sound pollution during the 
night. In response, Bicholim 
Mamlatdar Pravind Gawas 
visited the site to mediate 
the situation, advising the 
protesters to meet with the 
Bicholim Deputy Collector 
on Friday morning.

A meeting took place later 
between Deputy Collector 
Rohan Kaskar, Bicholim Po-
lice Inspector Dinesh Gad-
kar, village representatives, 
Panchayat members, and 
officials from Vedanta Sesa 
Goa. However, the meeting 
failed to resolve the issue, 
with villagers continuing to 
oppose night-time ore trans-
portation. They argued that 
the government’s approval 
for such activities violated Su-
preme Court guidelines and 
the conditions of the Environ-
mental Clearance (EC) grant-
ed for mining operations.

NO MORE ORE: Pilgao vs Vedanta 
is a David vs Goliath battle

Braveheart Pilgaokars vow to drag mining big daddy to  
High Court if night-time ore transportation doesn’t stop

The Friday meeting at Pilgao with all stakeholders

FRIDAY MEETING FAILS TO BREAK ORE MOVEMENT DEADLOCK
 Back-to-back protests on Wednesday 
and Thursday night as villagers stop trucks 
carrying ore 
 A meeting on Friday between all stake-
holders – the Deputy Collector, Bicholim 
Police, village representatives, Panchayat 
members, and officials from mining compa-
ny – failed to break the deadlock

 Villagers argue that the government’s 
approval for such activities violated SC guide-
lines and the conditions of the Environmental 
Clearance granted for mining operations
 Vedanta Sesa Goa Workers Union 
President Atmaram Tilve warns that if the 
blockades continued, union members would 
take to the streets
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