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shorttakes

CLARIFICATION
With reference to the news item headlined “Aquem-Baixo 
VP clears three illegal carts along Margao-Quepem road”, 
in the edition dated December 31, 2024, it was erroneously 
mentioned that the Sarpanch of the Aquem-Baixo Village 
Panchayat (VP) is Inacio alias Danny Dias.
The Aquem-Baixo VP Sarpanch is Florinho alias Danny Fer-
nandes, who had spoken to the media about the demolition 
drive. These comments made by the Sarpanch (Florinho) 
were wrongly attributed to Inacio Dias. It is to be noted that 
Inacio is a panch of the Aquem-Baixo VP and was not con-
nected to the demolition drive. The error is regretted.

POWER SHUTDOWN
PERNEM: On January 4 between 9 am and 2 pm at Naner-
wada, Mauswada, Kotharwada, Bandolwada, Bazaar, Sarmale, 
Gadekar Bhatle, Surbanwada in PMC area and surrounding 
areas, from 2 pm to 5 pm at Kamakshi Temple DTC, Irrigation 
DTC, Chonwada DTC in Dhargalim and surrounding areas.

BAMBOLIM LOCALS RAISE ALARM OVER 
WATER WASTAGE DUE TO AQUIFER DAMAGE
PANJIM: Residents of Aldeia de Goa and environmentalists 
on Thursday raised concern over damage caused to the 
aquifer due to ongoing construction work at Bambolim.
Speaking to reporters, Avertino Miranda, Convenor of the 
Goa Green Brigade, alleged, " Large scale digging is damag-
ing acquifiers, causing irreversible environmental harm and 
wasting illegally harvested water at plot number 358 which 
falls within the jurisdiction of the Bambolim panchayat. We 
have seen for the first time that four springs have sprouted. 
This is a massive damage to the ground water and we are 
going to ask the WRD to deploy Geologists and Hydrologists 
who will give their expert opinion on how to restore this as 
it has caused massive destruction to the environment."
Miranda charged that the construction site is illegally 
harvesting and dumping water in a nearby nullah that flows 
through fields in the sea.
" We are feeling really hurt. We are not against development 
but it should not be done by destroying ground water," 
Miranda said
Maya D'Souza, a local resident, said," Since June last year, 
I have been noticing that water is being pumped out. I was 
trying to inquire what was happening. I felt very upset that 
there is a massive loss of ground water, it is terrible and we 
will have to do something."

LEOPARD GETS TRAPPED IN A SNARE AT  
USGAO, DIES 
PONDA: A male leopard died after getting caught in a cable 
snare in a private plantation at Usgao. This incident came 
to light on Thursday morning when the wild cat was found 
trapped in the snare in a private plantation on the banks of 
the Mhadei river at Nanus-Usgao. The animal died after the 
cable snare got stuck to its belly. 
After receiving information about the incident, the Forest 
officials rushed to the spot and conducted the panchana-
ma. Following the post-mortem, the leopard was cremated. 
Forest officials are conducting further inquiry.
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PANJIM:  The Goa Police 
continue to remain tight-
lipped on the death of the 
26 year-old Karan Kashy-
ap at an event in a village 
in Pernem despite some 
reports clearly indicating 
that the Delhi native died 
due to drug overdose.

Sources in the Goa Med-
ical College and Hospital 
at Bambolim (GMC) had 
informed on the very next 
day that Kashyap’s death 
was a case of drug over-
dose. However, despite 
this information, the rea-
son for Delhiite’s death 
has been allegedly kept 
under the wraps.

It may be recalled that 
Kashyap attended an 
event and started feeling 
uneasy. He was taken to a 
private hospital for treat-
ment, where he died. The 
post-mortem initially re-
vealed excess fluid/sub-
stance in the body, which 
affected his kidneys, brain 
and lungs. In scientific 
terms, it was acute renal 
injury, pulmonary and cer-
ebral edema.

However, following an 
O Heraldo report inform-
ing about the Randox 

Drug overdose killed 
Delhi youth: Report

Cops stay tight-lipped even as GMC sources 
say Karan Kashyap died from narcotics abuse

Sources in the Goa Medical College and Hospital 
at Bambolim (GMC) had informed on the very 
next day that Kashyap’s death was a case of drug 
overdose. However, despite this information, the 
reason for Delhiite’s death has been allegedly 
kept under the wraps. However, following 
an O Heraldo report informing about the 
Randox Testing machine in GMC’s Toxicology 
department which gives a report of samples 
within half-an-hour, sources said that the 
officials concerned were forced to conduct 
tests and hand over the report to the police the 
next day.
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PANJIM: Chief Minister 
Pramod Sawant on Thurs-
day asked the Heads of De-
partments to ensure effec-
tive and timely utilisation of 
resources to prevent ineffi-
ciencies. He also disclosed 
that he will present the 
State budget for the finan-
cial year 2025-26 in March.

After chairing a pre-
budget meeting at the Man-
tralaya, Porvorim with the 
Chief Secretary, Secretar-
ies, and Heads of Depart-
ments (HoDs), Sawant told 
reporters that the meeting 
focused on addressing un-
derutilisation of allocated 
budgets. Departments must 
ensure effective and time-
ly utilisation of resources 
to prevent inefficiencies,  
he said.

According to Sawant, 24 
government departments 
were unable to complete 
their budget utilisation 
target and they have now 
been asked to fast track the 
utilisation. He said that of 
the Rs 1,680 crore budget 
allocated to these depart-
ments, hardly Rs 323 crore 

had been used. A signifi-
cant focus was placed on 
addressing underutilisa-
tion of allocated budgets 
during pre-budget meeting. 
Departments must ensure 
effective and timely utilisa-
tion of resources.

Mentioning that the dis-
cussion focused on key 
aspects of preparing and 
implementing a balanced, 
forward-looking budget for 
the State, Sawant said that 
in order to explore new 
revenue sources, the de-
partments have been asked 
to actively identify and im-
plement innovative ways to 
boost revenue.

All government depart-
ments, semi-government 
Corporations and autono-
mous bodies are directed 
to explore strategies to 
monetise existing assets, 
for self-sufficiency and 
revenue enhancement. He 
said that reforms in ser-
vice delivery processes are 
essential for efficiency and 
improved citizen satisfac-
tion and that the depart-
ments have been asked 
to simplify procedures to 
maximise impact.

The departments shall 
also conduct regular evalu-
ations of Corporations and 
autonomous bodies under 
their purview to ensure 
optimal performance, rele-
vance and output.

The Chief Minister in-
formed that these dis-
cussions emphasised the 
importance of innovation, 
accountability, and efficien-
cy in budget preparation 
and execution. He reiter-
ated that the Goa govern-
ment's aim is to build a 
stronger and more self-re-
liant Goa.

Sawant claimed that 
promises given in the last 
budget speech have been 
fulfilled or their implica-
tions are in pipeline, with 
exception of six. He in-
formed that of the 446 as-
surances given in the last 
budget, implementation 
of 70 had been completed, 
107 will be completed by 
March this year and 263 
will be completed in 2025 
and six could not be ful-
filled. He also assured that 
an action taken report will 
be presented regarding the 
budget assurances soon.

State budget in March
Chief Minister admits 24 departments  

have not utilised their full budget
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PONDA: Pondaites vis-
iting the town and mar-
ket  for various works 
say  drains,gutters meant 
for drain of rain water 
are  overflowing  with 
sewage ,causing unbear-
able stench in some parts 
of town including Upper  
Bazaar. 

The sewage  from some 
residential buildings and 
some hotels also flows 
through gutters ema-
nating  a strong stench 
.Following lukewarm re-
sponse to sewage connec-
tions, the Ponda Municipal 
Council (PMC) had warned 
to initiate action against 
those for not applying for 
the same. PMC Chief of-
ficer Yogiraj Gosavi urged 
the locals to immediately 
apply for sewage connec-
tions and warned those 
who failed to apply for the 
same and found releasing 
waste into the open will 
be fined. The chief officer 
further warned that elec-
tricity and water connec-
tions will be disconnected.
Sewage Corporation offi-
cials at Shantinagar office 
urged the locals to imme-
diately  collect application 
forms for connections . 
Ratnadeep Kurtarkar, a 
owner of a pharmacy at 
Upper Bazaar, said the 
strong stench emanates 
from gutters in front of 
his Pharmacy. This has 
been continuing for years 
as sewage is released into 
the gutters. He said that 
the prevailing situation 
could lead to the spread 
of vector-borne diseases 
including dengue. For the 

past two to three years, 
Kurtarkar said that he 
had filed five complaints 
with PMC. Following com-
plaints, even the Health 
Inspectors recommend-
ed disconnecting water 
connections. However the 
menace continues.

Sandeep Ramnathkar, 
a motorcycle pilot, com-
plained of unbearable 
stench emanating from 
sewage released from a 
residential building com-
plex in the market.

Sewerage Corporation 
AE Mahesh Gaunekar 
said “The 15 MLD STP 
has started functioning 
and  the corporation has 
started releasing sewage 
connections. There is poor 
response from the locals.  
There are complaints 
from town dwellers about 
stench emanating from 
the gutters following the 
release of sewage. Pon-
daites should apply for 
sewage connections by 
completing all formalities 

at earliest which is man-
datory.’ 

Swaraj Desai, Technical 
Assistant in the Sewerage 
Corporation, said, “Sew-
age connection is manda-
tory. For individual house 
or bungalow, the fee for 
applying for a sewage 
connection is Rs 5,000, 
for flats it is Rs 3,000 and 
sewage charges would be 
35 percent of water bill. 
For hotels and shops Rs 
2000 will be charged per 
connection and hospitals 
will be charged Rs 9,000.”

He said, “so far four hos-
pitals have availed sewage 
connections and soon the 
Sub District Hospital will 
be connected to the sew-
erage network. At Dhav-
alim, 172 have received 
connections while in Pon-
da 20 have availed the 
connections. Ten residen-
tial buildings have applied 
for connections  and it is 
responsibility of people to 
submit their application 
forms.”

PMC Chief Officer said, 
“Today I inspected the 
market area and all munic-
ipal buildings have applied 
for sewage connections. 
Last year, I issued notic-
es to 36 building and this 
year, 17 buildings were 
issued notices for releas-
ing waste on open. Some 
had complied with the 
directions and followed 
corrective measures. I 
urge people to avail sew-
age connection and those 
found releasing sewage in 
the gutter would be issued 
seven-day notices failing 
which water and electrici-
ty connections will be dis-
connected.”

Testing machine in GMC’s 
Toxicology department 
which gives a report of 
samples within half-an-
hour, sources said that the 
officials concerned were 
forced to conduct tests 
and hand over the report 
to the police the next day.

The officials, who were 
earlier claiming to send 
the samples to the Forensic 
Lab in Verna, received the 
report. However, none of 

these officials are willing 
to reveal the report de-
tails determining the exact 
cause of death.

A section of the media 
has reported that Kashy-
ap’s blood samples showed 
the presence of drugs like 
methamphetamine, am-
phetamine and benzodi-
azepine. These drugs with 
the deadly concoction of 
alcohol resulted in the 
Kashyap demise.

Ponda drains choked with 
sewage from apartments, hotels 

Assam native arrested for  
kidnapping, raping minor
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MARGAO: Two tourists 
were severely bitten by 
stray dogs on Cavelossim 
beach earlier this week, 
adding to a string of sim-
ilar incidents in recent 
months. With at least 
eight reported cases since 
October, the attacks have 
alarmed locals and visi-
tors, sparking fears about 
the impact on tourism.

Sarpanch Dixon Vaz 
warned that such inci-
dents could deter tour-
ists from returning to the 
area. “Our village is heav-
ily dependent on tourism. 
If tourists feel unsafe, 
they may not come back, 
which would be disas-
trous for us,” Vaz said. He 
also revealed that he had 
reached out to Dr. Muru-
gan Appupillai, Director of 
Mission Rabies, for assis-

tance. “I have requested 
Dr Murugan to help us in 
this situation, and he as-
sured me that a team will 
be deployed to Cavelossim 
immediately,” he added.

In a letter to Dr Muru-
gan, Vaz described how 
tourists  had their hol-
idays disrupted due to 
serious injuries. A copy 
of the letter was also for-
warded to Benaulim MLA 
Venzy Viegas, urging coor-
dinated action to prevent 
further incidents.

The village panchayat 
has made efforts to man-
age the stray dog popula-
tion by maintaining a shel-
ter and feeding injured or 
abandoned dogs twice a 
day. “While we care for 
these animals, keeping 
our tourists safe is our top 
priority,” Vaz said.

The issue gained fur-
ther traction after a so-

cial media post by Robin 
Grannell, the husband of 
a foreign tourist who was 
attacked on the beach to-
wards the end of Decem-
ber. “My wife was bitten 
multiple times and will 
be left with scars,” Gran-
nell wrote, detailing the 
weeks of treatment, in-
cluding rabies and teta-
nus shots, that followed 
the attack. 

"Despite initial meas-
ures like setting up feed-
ing stations, these efforts 
have been abandoned. 
The dog that attacked my 
wife continues to roam 
freely and has reportedly 
attacked others," Gran-
nell stated in his post. He 
warned fellow tourists 
to be cautious, adding 
that many visitors are 
now reconsidering their 
plans to return due to the  
dog situation.

Stray dog attacks alarm tourists 
visiting Cavelossim Beach

PANJIM: The Old Goa Police have arrested a 20-year-old 
youth from Assam for allegedly kidnapping a minor girl 
from Old Goa area and charged him with rape.

The accused has been identified as Abu Ansar.
According to police, father of the 14-year-old girl lodged 

a complaint on January 1, 2025, that the minor has been 
kidnapped by an unknown person.
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