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PANJIM: The tourism sea-
son, usually a boon for 
local meat vendors has 
turned into a nightmare 
for Panjim's meat traders 
who find themselves dis-
placed and struggling to 
survive after the demoli-
tion of the Panjim Munic-
ipal Fish market building. 
Vendors say their liveli-
hoods have been shattered 
as they wait endlessly for 
promised rehabilitation.

Speaking to O Heraldo, 
Manna Bepari, president, 
Quraishi Meat Traders’ As-
sociation of Goa (QMTAG), 
said, "All the vendors are suf-
fering due to the demolition 
of the Panjim Municipal Fish 
Market building. The busi-
ness of the 12 vendors who 
had shops in the building 
has come to a standstill. The 
building has been demol-
ished but vendors are on the 
street, without any business. 
This has affected people who 

come to purchase mutton, 
chicken, beef. They were 
forced to visit Mapusa and 
Margao markets to purchase 
them," he said.

"It has been five months 
since the building was de-
molished but there is no 
sign of rehabilitation. We 
have been making requests 
to the Corporation of the 
City of Panaji (CCP) to reha-
bilitate us but the corpora-
tion is not bothered at all. 
In fact there is a direction 
from the High Court that 
we have to be rehabilitat-
ed," he said.

"We have been trying to 
meet Chief Minister Pramod 
Sawant and Panjim MLA 

Atanasio 'Babush' Monser-
rate but we are unable to get 
their appointment. We are 
requesting them to inter-
vene in this matter and reha-
bilitate us," he said.

Mushtak Khatib, an-
other vendor, said," This 
year, we lost more than 
60 percent of business. 
Whatever business is 
with us because of some 
of the regular custom-
ers who visit our shops. 
However, this is not 
enough to sustain the 
business as we were not 
provided with sufficient 
quantities of meat from 
the Goa Meat Complex 
either." 
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PANJIM:  Declared as a 
wetland in 2022, Goa State 
Wetland Authority (GSWA), 
the Bondvol Lake, St Cruz’s 
crowning glory is under 
threat with environmen-
talists and social activists 
on Thursday expressing 
concerns over the alleged 
deforestation carried out 
in the lake’s buffer zone for 
construction purposes.

They pointed out that 
the deforestation is taking 
place despite the declara-
tion made under the 2017 
Central Government Wet-
lands (Conservation and 
Management) Rules.

Speaking to reporters, 
environmentalist Elsa Fer-
nandes said,  “Bondvol is 
a freshwater lake. It is in 
danger. It is a lake and a 
lake is not created just due 
its location, but areas sur-
rounding it also play an 
important role. We have 
something called a catch-
ment area and any lake 
cannot survive without the 
catchment. Bondvol has to 
survive with its catchment 
area. It is unimaginable that 
some human being is inter-
fering with this catchment 
area of the lake without re-
alising that the catchment 
area can catch water only if 
there are trees.”

“If we disturb the net-

work of water soaking then 
the springs in the lake bed 
will dry. There is a need to 
understand that construc-
tion is becoming like can-
cer which has reached the 
doors of Bondvol. I request 
the people of St Cruz to pro-
tect the lake as they have 
done in the past,” she said.

Vincent Fernandes, Pres-
ident of Calapur Comuni-

dade, said, “We have de-
manded a 200-metre buffer 
zone. If construction takes 
place then we will not re-
ceive water. Water from this 
lake is used for irrigation. If 
this lake dries then agricul-
ture will be finished.”

Activist Rama Kankonkar 
said the builders from out-
side the state are hell bent 
on destroying the lake. He 

said it is surprising that 
the local panchayat is not 
aware of the development 
while the same panchayat 
issues notices if someone 
wishes to carry out some 
construction work in their 
house. Another activist, 
Anna Gracious said," It re-
ally pains that the proper-
ties nearby have been sold. 
The catchment area is like a 
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Bondvol is a freshwater lake. It is in danger. 
It is a lake and a lake is not created just due 

its location, but areas surrounding it also play 
an important role. We have something called a 
catchment area and any lake cannot survive without 
the catchment. 
-Elsa Fernandes,  Environmentalist

We have demanded a 200-metre buffer zone. 
If construction takes place then we will not 

receive water. Water from this lake is used for 
irrigation. If this lake dries then agriculture will be 
finished
-Vincent Fernandes, President of Calapur 

GRAVE THREAT: ST CRUZ 
WETLAND DRYING UP?

Bondvol Lake is in danger, claim Greens; allege deforestation 
carried out in the lake’s buffer zone for construction purposes

It really pains 
that the 

properties nearby 
have been sold. The 
catchment area is like a 
sponge which absorbs 
water. If it is destroyed 
then how will the 
biodiversity be saved? 
I urge the people of St 
Cruz to rise and set an 
example by saving it
-Ana Gracias, activist

If the people of 
St Cruz do not 

come forward to save 
the lake now, then 
those days are not far 
when the situation of 
St Cruz will be like that 
of Sancoale
-Xencor Polgi, 
another activist

CALLS TO SAVE ST CRUZ’S CROWNING GLORY sponge which absorbs wa-
ter. If it is destroyed then 
how will the biodiversity 
be saved? I urge the peo-
ple of St Cruz to rise and 
set an example by saving 
it."

Activist Xencor Polgi 
said if the people of St 
Cruz do not come forward 
to save the lake now, then 
those days are not far 
when the situation of St 
Cruz will be like that of 
Sancoale.

“Dhargal, Pernem and 
Mandrem have been de-
stroyed. Mhadei has been 
sold. Now the government 
is trying to snatch sourc-
es of drinking water from 
us. It is the responsibility 
of the government to save 
the environment,” he said.

However, it is not for the 
first time that the activists 
have raised concern over 
the deterioration of the 
catchment area of the lake. 
Earlier, the people of Santa 
Cruz had tried every ave-
nue to save their village’s 
crowning glory, Bondvol 
Lake, a 110-year-old nat-
ural reservoir that collects 
rain and spring water over 
a 9.365-hectare submer-
gence basin.

It has been five months since the building was 
demolished but there is no sign of rehabilitation. 

We have been making requests to the Corporation 
of the City of Panaji (CCP) to rehabilitate us but the 
corporation is not bothered at all. In fact there is a 
direction from the High Court that we have to be 
rehabilitated
Manna Bepari, President, QMTAG

5 months after market demolition, 
Panjim’s meat traders still stranded
New Year brings no cheer, only tears for city meat vendors 

who lament that they’ve lost 60% of their business
Team Herald

PANJIM: The Corporation 
of the City of Panaji (CCP) 
is most likely to see a dip 
in revenue for this year's 
annual Panjim feast fair as 
it has managed to sell only 
50 per cent of its forms to 
vendors.

Normally, vendors 
who set up stalls during 
the feast of St Francis 
Xavier at Old Goa return 
to the capital city feast 
to sell their wares, but 
this year, it was not so 
because of the ongoing 
Exposition of the rel-
ics of St Francis Xavier 
which will conclude on 
January 5.

"The vendors stay for 
five days at Old Goa and 
then they move to Pan-
jim. They come every 
year. This year we could 
not monetise around 
half of the space which 
is given for setting up 
the stalls but we were 
still able to collect Rs 
25 lakh this year," he 
said.

CCP hit by revenue 
crunch as vendors 
fail to sign up for 
city feast fair
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VASCO: A rider was killed 
and the pillion rider injured 
after their two-wheeler 
skidded and fell into a deep 
low-lying area on Chicol-
na-Bogmalo road.

The police gave the name 

of the deceased as Rounak 
Kumar, 26 and pillion rider 
as Neeraj Kumar Shah, 32, 
both natives of Bihar and 
presently residing a Ver-
na. Both the injured were 
rushed to the Sub-District 
Hospital, Chicalim where 
Rounak was declared 

brought dead by the doc-
tors. Shah who received 
severe injuries has been 
admitted to the GMC, Bam-
bolim for treatment.

The police have pre-
served the body at the SDH 
Margao morgue for medi-
co-legal formalities.

Rider killed, pillion injured at Bogmalo
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PANJIM: A bench of the Su-
preme Court comprising of 
Justice J B Pardiwala and 
Justice R Mahadevan on 
Thursday disposed of the 
special leave petition (SLP) 
filed by the Ministry of 
Home Affairs (MHA), New 
Delhi challenging the High 
Court order on the OCI ap-
plication filed by Adv Aires 
Rodrigues with liberty to 
the MHA to file a fresh pe-
tition after its review pe-
tition is heard by the High 
Court.

On July 25 last year, the 
High Court had directed 
the MHA to consider and 
decide within 30 days 
the application filed by 
Adv Rodrigues for an 
Overseas Citizen of India 
(OCI) card.

The High Court has al-
ready issued notices to 
MHA officials on a con-
tempt of court petition 
filed by Adv Rodrigues over 
the failure by MHA to com-
ply with the High Court or-
der and the next hearing is 
scheduled on 8th January.

On May 15, 2023, Adv 
Rodrigues obtained his 
Portuguese passport in 
Lisbon and on his return 
to Goa in the first week of 
June immediately surren-
dered his Indian Passport 
at the Goa Passport Office 
as was required by law.

After surrendering his 
Indian passport and ob-
taining a Surrender Cer-
tificate and all the other 
required documents, he 
applied for his OCI card 
only to be told by the 
FRRO at Mumbai that 
the new rule required six 
months’ residence in Goa 
before filing an OCI appli-
cation.

After completing the 
requisite six months’ res-
idence, Adv Rodrigues 
once again on January 25 
last year applied for an 
OCI card and paid the req-
uisite processing fee of Rs 
15,000. But on June 6, he 
received a one-line email 
from the FRRO, Mumbai 
that his OCI application 
had been cancelled under 
Rule 32(2) of Citizenship 
Rules, 2009.

SC disposes MHA’s
plea over Adv Aires’s OCI
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PONDA: A 50-year-old 
Karnataka native died af-
ter losing control over his 
vehicle and rammed into a 
retaining wall of a culvert 
at Dhavalim.

According to the police, 
Ashok Ningappa Mirgi, cur-
rently residing at Corlim, 

while driving his vehicle, 
lost control of it following 
a suspected heart attack 
while negotiating the un-
derpass near Satyanarayan 
Temple, Dhavalim and later 
rammed into a retaining 
wall of a culvert.  Ashok 
was rushed to Ponda Sub 
District Hospital where he 
was declared dead. 

Karnataka native dies in 
Dhavalim accident


