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xxx xxx xxx Russian soldiers prepare 

a Lancet unmanned aerial 
vehicle to launch it towards 
Ukrainian positions on an 
undisclosed location in 
Ukraine, on Tuesday

Newly named Minister 
for Overseas Affairs 
Emmanuel Valls looks 
on after the hand over 
ceremony, in Paris,  
on Tuesday

People attend 
an AfD election 
campaign in front 
of the cathedral 
in Magdeburg, 
Germany

An aerial view of 
parked trolley buses 
during heavy snowfall 
in Sarajevo, Bosnia,  
on Tuesday
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Visitors queue at the bottom of the Eiffel Tower as the site 
was closed and then reopened after a fire was reported in 
Paris, on Tuesday

El Salvador Congress votes to  
end ban on metal mining
SAN SALVADOR: El Salvador's Congress on Monday 
approved a bill promoted by President Nayib Bukele to 
roll back a ban on the mining of gold and other metals, 
dismaying environmentalists. The small Central American 
nation became the world's first country to outlaw metal 
mining in 2017, warning of the harmful effects of the 
chemicals used, like cyanide and mercury. The move by 
Bukele's predecessor, former left-wing rebel Salvador 
Sanchez Ceren, reflected a growing rejection of mining by 
rural communities in the region. 

Chad goes to polls in votes  
boycotted by opposition
N'DJAMENA: Chad goes to the polls Sunday in legislative 
and local elections which the government of President 
Mahamat Idriss Deby Itno presents as a key step towards 
a democratic transition but which opposition parties 
dismiss as a "masquerade". Voting is taking place against 
a backdrop of recurring attacks by jihadist group 
Boko Haram in the Lake Chad region, the ending of 
a military accord with former colonial master France, 
and accusations of interference in the conflict ravaging 
neighbouring Sudan. The 40-year-old Mahamat Deby took 
power in 2021 after the death of his father Idriss Deby 
Itno, who had ruled the poor Sahel country with an iron 
fist for three decades. 

Vietnam officials go on trial over 
Covid-19 flight bribes
HANOI: More than a dozen Vietnamese officials went 
on trial in Hanoi on Tuesday for alleged corruption over 
repatriation flights during the Covid-19 pandemic, a 
scandal that saw 54 people jailed last year. The case is part 
of a major anti-graft drive that has led to the resignation 
of a president and two deputy prime ministers in a country 
where political changes are usually carefully orchestrated.
Last year, 54 officials and businesspeople were found 
guilty of receiving, offering or acting as the go-between 
for bribes that state media said totalled $9.5 million. They 
included four former senior officials at the ministries 
of foreign affairs, health and public security, who were 
handed life sentences. 

Qatar says sanctions on Syria  
must be lifted quickly
DOHA: Qatar called on Tuesday for the quick removal 
of sanctions on Syria following the ousting of president 
Bashar al-Assad by Islamist-led rebels. "We call for 
intensified efforts to expedite the lifting of international 
sanctions on Syria," foreign ministry spokesperson Majed 
al-Ansari told a regular briefing. Qatar's call came a day 
after a high-level delegation visited Damascus. The Qatari 
embassy there reopened on Sunday, ending a 13-year 
rift between the two countries. "Qatar's position is clear," 
Ansari said. "It's necessary to lift the sanctions quickly, 
given that what led to these sanctions is no longer there 
and that what led to these sanctions were the crimes of 
the former regime." 

One missing after oil rig sinks off Trinidad
PORT OF SPAIN: An oil rig sank in the waters off Trinidad 
Sunday, leaving one worker missing, the company and oil 
workers union said. The rig, operated by Well Services in 
the Gulf of Paria, between Trinidad and Venezuela, started 
sinking around 3:00 am (0700 GMT). All but one of the 
workers were safely evacuated, and divers were sent to 
the site on a search-and-rescue mission, according to 
Christopher Jackman, president of the Oilfield Workers 
Trade Union (OWTU)'s Pointe-a-Pierre branch. One person 
was injured, Well Services said in a statement, adding that the 
individual is "in stable condition and receiving medical care." 

Mozambique top court confirms ruling 
party disputed win
MAPUTO: Mozambique's highest court confirmed Monday 
the ruling party's victory in a disputed October vote after 
allegations of rigging triggered weeks of deadly street 
clashes. Fears are high in the country and abroad that 
more violence could break out in the southern African 
nation after the opposition threatened to call an uprising 
following the decision. The United States called for calm 
after the Constitutional Court said the ruling Frelimo party 
presidential candidate Daniel Chapo secured 65 percent 
of the vote, revising down provisional results from the 
electoral commission which said he got nearly 71 percent.
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PTI, SAN FRANCISCO: Ex-
pressing concern over the 
sentencing of 25 civilians 
by a military court in Paki-
stan, the United States on 
Monday said that it lacked 
judicial independence, 
transparency and due pro-
cess guarantees.

The United States is 
deeply concerned that Pa-
kistani civilians have been 
sentenced by a military 
tribunal for their involve-
ment in protests on May 
9, 2023. These military 
courts lack judicial inde-
pendence, transparency, 
and due process guaran-
tees, said State Depart-
ment spokesperson Mat-
thew Miller.

The United States con-
tinues to call on Pakistani 
authorities to respect the 
right to a fair trial and due 
process, as enshrined in 
Pakistan's constitution, he 
added.

However, a close aide 
of President-elect Donald 
Trump described it as too 
little and too weak.

You are late. And this 
is too little and too weak. 
Speak normally. Free Imran 

Khan, said Richard Grenell, 
who served as acting direc-
tor of national intelligence 
under President Trump in 
2020 and was the US am-
bassador to Germany from 
2018 to 2020.

Indian American Con-
gressman Ro Khanna joined 
Grenell in seeking freedom 
for Imran Khan.

I agree with Richard 
Grenell. It's time to free 
Imran Khan and allow the 

people of Pakistan to hold 
new democratic elections, 
Khanna said.

Free Imran Khan. This is 
bipartisan. We need to not 
recognize the rigged elec-
tion in Pakistan and the 
new government. We need 
a new election in Pakistan 
and Imran Khan needs to 
be out of jail, Khanna said 
in a video posted on a social 
media platform.

Former Trump envoy on 
Afghanistan, Zalmay Khal-
ilzad, said it is time to put 
more pressure on Pakistan, 
especially the military, to 
facilitate reaching a bal-
anced political agreement 
with PTI and the release of 
Imran Khan. 

US concerned over Pak military 
court’s sentences to 25 civilians

The United States is deeply concerned that Pakistani 
civilians have been sentenced by a military tribunal 
for their involvement in protests on May 9, 2023. 
These military courts lack judicial independence, 
transparency, and due process guarantees, said State 
Department spokesperson Matthew Miller

PTI, COLOMBO: India is 
to provide Rs 2,371 mil-
lion to Sri Lanka for 33 
development projects 
in education, health and 
agriculture sectors in 
the eastern province, 
it was announced on 
Tuesday.

The cabinet has ap-
proved a proposal to 
sign an MoU to boost 
socio-economic develop-

ment and bilateral ties 
between the two coun-
tries, cabinet spokesman 
and the Health Minister 
Nalinda Jayathissa told 

reporters here.
India is to provide Rs 

315 million for education, 
Rs 780 million for health 
and Rs 620 million for 
agriculture under the ar-
rangement.

These projects, among 
the slew of others, are 
aimed at enhancing in-
frastructure, growth and 
empowering local com-
munities.

India to fund development projects worth 
Rs 2371 mn in Sri Lanka’s eastern province

India is to provide Rs 315 
million for education, 
Rs 780 million for health 
and Rs 620 million for 
agriculture under the 
arrangement

Birds fly near the Pentagon building over the US Air Force Memorial in Arlington, Virginia

AFP, AMSTERDAM: A 
Dutch court on Tuesday 
convicted five men for 
their part in last month's 
violence against Israeli 
football fans in Amsterdam 
that shocked the world and 
sparked accusations of an-
ti-Semitism.

The Amsterdam district 
court found them guilty 
for a range of crimes from 
kicking fans of Maccabi Tel 
Aviv in the street to inciting 
violence in chat groups.

The heaviest sentence 
imposed was six months 
in prison, for a man iden-
tified as Sefa O. for public 
violence against several 
people.

The Maccabi Tel Aviv 
fans came under "hit-and-
run" style attacks in the 
early hours of November 
8 after their European 
League match against Am-
sterdam giants Ajax.

Images of the violence, 

which left five fans briefly 
hospitalised, went around 
the world and sparked a 
furious reaction in Israel 
including accusations of a 
"pogrom".

The most serious case 
under consideration Tues-
day was O., who prosecu-
tors said played a "leading 
role" in the violence.

The court saw images of 
a man identified as O. kick-
ing a person on the ground, 
chasing targets, and punch-
ing people in the head and 
the body.

The prosecutor said the 
beatings had "little to do 
with football" but added 
that "in this case, there was 
no evidence of... a terrorist 
intent and the violence was 
not motivated by anti-Se-
mitic sentiment".

"The violence was in-
fluenced by the situation 
in Gaza, not by anti-Semi-
tism," said the prosecutor.

Five convicted over 
Amsterdam violence 

against Israelis

AFP, CAIRO: Famine has 
spread across war-torn 
Sudan and is projected 
to expand even further, 
a UN-backed assessment 
said Tuesday, with refu-
gee camps and displaced 
communities hit particu-
larly hard.

The Integrated Food 
Security Phase Classi-
fication (IPC) review, 
which is used by UN 
agencies, determined 
that famine had spread 
to two additional dis-
placement camps in the 
country's west and parts 

of the south.
Sudan is reeling from 

20 months of fighting be-
tween the Sudanese army 
and the paramilitary Rap-
id Support Forces, led by 
rival generals, which have 
led to a dire humanitari-
an crisis.

War-torn Sudan faces ‘widening’ 
famine crisis: UN-backed report
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PTI, SEOUL: South Korea's 
main opposition party said 
Tuesday it will seek to impeach 
acting leader Han Duck-soo af-
ter he missed an opposition-set 
deadline to approve independ-
ent investigations into im-

S Korea’s Oppn party vows 
to impeach acting president

peached President Yoon 
Suk Yeol and his wife.

If realised, Han's 
impeachment would 
further deepen South 
Korea's political tu-
mult and worries by 
neighbouring countries 
caused by Yoon's stun-
ning December 3 mar-
tial law declaration and 
ensuing impeachment. 
Han, the country's No. 
2 official, has taken over 
presidential powers and 
duties since Yoon's im-
peachment. If he's im-
peached too, the finance 
minister is next in line.

The main liberal op-
position Democratic 
Party, which holds a 
majority in parliament, 
has slammed Han for 
vetoing several opposi-
tion-sponsored bills, in-
cluding a controversial 
agriculture bill. 

I, Smt. Kusum  spouse of No 
14844369H  Rank NK  Babali Zilu 
Dalvi presidently residing at 190,
Vilawade, Chavhatwadi, Tal 
Sawantwadi, Dist- Sindhudurg,
Maharashtra 416511 have changed 
my name from Kusum Gawade to 
Kusum  Babali  Dalvi and my date 
of birth is Fifteen October Ninteen 
Eighty Seven. Vide affidavit dated 
23/12/2024 before Executive 
Magistrate Sawantwadi.

CHANGE IN NAME

sd/- Kusum Babali Dalvi
Post - Vilawade, 

Tal Sawantwadi, Dist- Sindhudurg


