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PTI, ADELAIDE: Reel-
ing from their humiliating 
10-wicket defeat in the 
pink-ball Test, the under-fire 
Indian batters, led by Ro-
hit Sharma and Virat Kohli, 
turned their attention to 
red-ball preparations with 
an intensive net session, 
here, on Tuesday, aiming 
to bounce back in the Bor-
der-Gavaskar Trophy.

While Australia moved 
to Brisbane for the third 
Test from Saturday, the 
Indian team chose to stay 
back, focusing on honing 
their red-ball skills, par-
ticularly their defensive 
techniques and judgment 
in leaving deliveries.

"It's time to look ahead. 
Preparations for the Bris-
bane Test starts right here 
in Adelaide," the BCCI post-
ed on X, sharing a video of 
Team India's practice.

Struggling with poor 
form, having scored just 
142 runs with only one 
fifty (52) in his last 12 in-
nings, the Indian skipper, 
who rejoined the team 
after the birth of his son, 
aimed to quickly regain his 
rhythm as he faced both In-
dian spinners and pacers.

Dropped himself to No. 
6, Rohit capped scores of 

three and six in Adelaide; 
first, he was adjudged 
LBW to a fuller delivery 
that nipped back, while in 
the second essay he was 
cleaned up a by length 
ball from his Aussie coun-
terpart Pat Cummins that 
held its line and clipped 
the off stump.

Kohli, who ended his 
16-month century drought 

with a hundred in Perth, fell 
victim to edging two deliv-
eries -- first to second slip 
and then to wicketkeeper in 
the pink ball Test. The star 
Indian batter looked full 
of intent as had a watchful 
start to his net session be-
fore slowly finding his flow.

KL Rahul looked more 
subdued, focusing more on 
his defence, while Rishabh 

Pant played a few pick up 
shots. Young opener Yas-
hasvi Jaiswal, who starred 
with a 161 in India's mas-
sive 295-run win in the 
opening Test, was the ag-
gressor among the all, dis-
playing his cheeky shots 
and even stepped out to the 
Indian bowlers.

The bowling unit consist-
ed the likes of Harshit Rana, 
Akash Deep, Yash Dayal and 
the spin trio of Ravindra 
Jadeja, Ravichandran Ash-
win and Washington Sund-
ar, while there were a few 
throwdown specialists as 
well.

The key Indian pace duo 
of Jasprit Bumrah and Mo-
hammed Siraj along with 
seam-bowling allrounder 
Nitish Kumar Reddy looked 
to have a lean day. India are 
scheduled to reach Bris-
bane on Wednesday. 

MELBOURNE: Tickets for the opening day 
of the fourth Test of the between India and 
Australia at the iconic Melbourne Cricket 
Ground have sold out, highlighting the 
public’s strong interest in the prestigious 
Border-Gavaskar Trophy. 
The strong demand for tickets comes a 
couple of days after hosts Australia made 
a stunning comeback, handing India a 
10-wicket defeat in Adelaide to level the 
five-match series 1-1.

The two rivals will head to the MCG for the 
Boxing Day Test, starting December 26 after 
the third Test in Brisbane starting Saturday. 
"All available public tickets for Day 1 of the 
NRMA Insurance Boxing Day Test have been 
sold," Cricket Australia posted on their 'X' 
account on Tuesday. 
"There will be a possible final release of a 
small number of public tickets on December 
24 for non-members to get their seats," CA 
added.

Batters led by Rohit & Virat focus 
on red-ball preparations in nets

DAY 1 OF BOXING DAY TEST SOLD OUT

BCCI MEDIA

Trott’s Afghan 
contract 
extended 

PTI, NEW DELHI: Jona-
than Trott will continue as 
Afghanistan's head coach 
for another year after the 
country's cricket board 
extended his contract 
through 2025.

The announcement 
comes a few months ahead 
of next year's Champions 
Trophy, where Afghanistan 
will make their maiden ap-
pearance. The 43-year-old 
former England batter has 
been Afghanistan's head 
coach since July 2022.

"The Afghanistan Crick-
et Board (ACB) wishes 
Trott the best of luck for 
his next year's stint with 
Afghan Atalan as he strives 
to elevate Afghanistan 
cricket further on the glob-
al stage," the ACB said in a 
statement.

ICC bans 
Dhillon 

PTI, DUBAI: Sunny Dhil-
lon, a former assistant 
coach of an Abu Dhabi 
T10 League franchise, was 
on Tuesday banned from 
all forms of cricket for six 
years by the sport's gov-
erning body for "attempt-
ing" to fix matches. 

Dhillon was charged last 
year. The ban has been 
back dated to September 
13, 2023, the date Dhill-
on was provisionally sus-
pended.

"Sunny Dhillon has been 
found to have breached 
the Emirates Cricket 
Board (ECB) Anti-Corrup-
tion Code and has been 
banned from all cricket for 
a period of six years," said 
the ICC in a statement.

PTI, PERTH: A battered 
and bruised India will look 
to avoid a clean sweep and 
address some glaring is-
sues ahead of next year's 
50-over World Cup at home 
when they face Australia in 
the third and final women's 
ODI, here, on Wednesday.

The three-match series 
against the seven-time de-
fending world champions 
has served as a harsh reality 
check for India, who have fal-
tered in batting, bowling and 
fielding, with each area con-
tributing to their struggles. 
In batting, the biggest disap-
pointment has come from In-
dia's two big stars -- skipper 
Harmanpreet Kaur and her 
deputy Smriti Mandhana.

"We need to bat a bit 
longer and bat a full 50 
overs moving forward.
In bowling, we need to 

go back and think about 
plans," Harmanpreet said.

Squads India: Harman-
preet Kaur (c), Smriti Man-
dhana (vc), Priya Punia, 
Jemimah Rodrigues, Har-
leen Deol, Uma Chetry, Richa 
Ghosh (wk), Tejal Hasabnis, 
Deepti Sharma, Minnu Mani, 
Priya Mishra, Radha Yadav, 
Titas Sadhu, Arundhati Red-
dy, Renuka Singh Thakur 
and Saima Thakor. Australia: 
Tahlia McGrath (c), Ashleigh 
Gardner (vc), Darcie Brown, 
Kim Garth, Alana King, 
Phoebe Litchfield, Sophie 
Molineux, Beth Mooney, El-
lyse Perry, Megan Schutt, 
Annabel Sutherland, Georgia 
Voll and Georgia Wareham. 

Match starts 8.50 am IST

India aim to avoid clean 
sweep against Australia 

FIFA to 
confirm 2030 

WC hosts
AFP, LAUSANNE (Swit-
zerland): FIFA will con-
firm the hosts of the 2030 
and 2034 World Cups on 
Wednesday, with a joint 
bid led by Morocco, Spain 
and Portugal set to be 
awarded the former, and 
the latter being handed to 
Saudi Arabia.

The awarding of host-
ing rights for both tour-
naments will go to a vote 
during a FIFA Congress to 
be held virtually, but there 
is no doubt about the out-
comes with neither bid 
having a rival.

The 2030 tournament 
will mark a century since 
the first World Cup was 
held in Uruguay, and as 
a result the bid will also 
see the South American 
nation handed a game 
along with Argentina 
and Paraguay.

That makes it a remark-
able and completely un-
precedented bid, involving 
three different continental 
confederations.

Under-fire batter Virat Kohli during an intensive net session along with Rohit Sharma and others on Tuesday. The team is aiming to 
bounce back in the Border-Gavaskar Trophy’s third Test at the Gabba in Brisbane


