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Chief of the Naval 
Staff Admiral Dinesh 
K Tripathi addresses 
a press conference, 
ahead of Navy Day, 
in New Delhi

Congress MP Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra during 
a meeting with party 
MP from Meghalaya 
Saleng A. Sangma, in 
New Delhi

Union Commerce and 
Industry Minister Piyush 
Goyal with Qatar’s Minister 
of State for Foreign 
Trade Affairs Ahmed bin 
Mohammed Al Sayed

President Murmu interacts 
with an Officer Trainee of 
Indian Revenue Service 
(Customs and Indirect 
Taxes), at Rashtrapati 
Bhavan in New Delhi
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Sukhbir Singh Badal and other leaders of the previous SAD 
government during the hearing of ‘tankhaiya’ (guilty of 
religious misconduct) case by the Akal Takht, in Amritsar, 
on Monday

PTI, VILLUPURAM: Vil-
lupuram district in north 
Tamil Nadu continued to 
reel under unprecedented flooding on Monday fol-lowing extremely heavy rainfall, virtually block-ing access to villages and 
residential colonies as bridges and roads over-flowed, inundating huge acreage of standing crops and affected rail and road traffic, leaving passengers 
stranded.

A total of 48 trains via Villupuram were affected, and Southern Railway in the evening announced restoration of services 
with speed restrictions 
and underlined that all efforts were underway to restore all the services in 
the route.In Tiruvannamalai, tragedy unfolded as five bodies were recovered from a house crushed by a boulder that rolled down a hilltop following a mud slip on the night of December 1 during rains. A search was 

on for two more people. Vehicles were sub-merged up to two feet and 
the roads came complete-ly under water in several parts of Villupuram, and nearby Cuddalore, where residents were stunned by the flooding. River Thenpennai was in spate, trees were up-rooted in several areas and electricity poles were tilted. Several houses, par-ticularly tiled tenements, at Aragandanallur in Vil-lupuram were almost sub-merged with water level 

rising over 4 feet. Parts of Krishnagiri and Dharmapuri districts, in west Tamil Nadu, too witnessed floods unseen 
in the past two decades. Uthangarai in Krishnagiri district received a whop-ping 50 cm rainfall, Villu-puram district received upto 42 cm, and Harur in Dharmapuri received 33 cm. Cuddalore and Tiru-vannamalai recorded 16 cm, and all of which was from 8.30 am on Decem-ber 1 to 8.30 am, on the following day. In Villupu-

ram district alone, 3,617 persons have been housed in 65 relief shelters and 15 disaster relief teams are 
operational.Many vehicles, includ-ing cars and vans were dragged by floods from a road at Uthangarai into low-lying area, shocking 
people.Several of the vehicles were owned by local 
tour operators. Road ac-cess from Uthangarai to towns such as Krishna-giri and Tiruvannamalai has been affected due to 

Heavy rainfall continues in 
Tamil Nadu, Puducherry

CYCLONE 
FENGAL

Villupuram worst affected, Southern Railway suspends operations

Vehichles swept away in flooded Uthangarai area following heavy rainfall in the after-math of Cyclone Fengal in Krishnagiri district, Tamil Nadu, on Monday

heavy inundation.A senior India Meteoro-logical Department official here told PTI that the ex-tremely heavy rainfall was due to the presence of rem-nants of Cyclone Fengal in land areas. On the night of November 30, the cyclon-ic storm made the landfall near Puducherry.With water rising above the danger level on an arterial bridge between Vikravandi and Mundi-yampakkam in Villupuram, Southern Railway on Mon-day morning suspended op-erations in that key stretch, leading to cancellations, diversion and short termi-nation of services, which includes express and super-fast trains.

PTI, NEW DELHI: The gov-
ernment and opposition parties reached an agree-ment on Monday to break the week-long impasse in 
Parliament with the dates announced for a discus-sion on the Constitution, to mark its 75th year of adop-tion, in the LS and the RS.The Lower House will take up the discussion on the Constitution on Dec 13 and 14, and the Upper House on December 16 and 17, Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju said following a meeting Speak-er Om Birla held with floor leaders of different parties.

Opposition parties had 
demanded discussions in both Houses of Parliament to mark the 75th anniver-sary of the adoption of the Constitution by the Con-stituent Assembly.Rijiju told reporters that all parties have agreed to allow Parliament to func-tion from Tuesday, and both Houses will take up 

their listed agenda items. He expressed confidence that LS and RS will function smoothly from Tuesday.Following back-channel talks, the breakthrough was achieved at the meet-ing chaired by Birla and attended by Gaurav Gogoi of the Congress, DMK's T R Baalu and TMC's Kalyan Banerjee among others be-sides Rijiju and his deputy in the ministry Arjun Ram Meghwal.Several opposition lead-ers, who attended the meeting, also echoed Ri-jiju's views about Parlia-ment functioning smoothly from Tuesday.Asked about other issues being raised by the oppo-sition such as the Sambhal violence and the unrest in Manipur, Rijiju said Birla has made it clear that any matter can be raised in line with the rules, while requesting parties to al-low Parliament to function smoothly.

Parl deadlock ends 
after consensus on 
Constitution debate

PTI, NEW DELHI/ NOIDA: Farmers from different parts of Uttar Pradesh de-manding adequate com-pensation for their lands acquired by the govern-
ment marched towards Delhi on Monday but were stopped at the Noida-Delhi border where they sat on a dharna. The farmers said if their demands were not met within seven days, they would again march towards Delhi.Raising slogans of "Bol Kisan, Halla Bol", the pro-testing farmers gathered at the Mahamaya flyover on the Dadri-Noida link road and began their 'Delhi Cha-lo' march around 11:30 am. Massive traffic snarls caused inconvenience to commuters crossing the Del-hi-Noida borders as police set up multiple layers of bar-ricades and deployed heavy security to stop the march, 
which coincided with Parlia-

ment's Winter Session.Bumper-to-bumper traf-fic was witnessed at Noida's Chilla border for several hours as the protesters, wav-ing banners and flags of var-ious farmer groups, crossed the initial barricades. They were finally stopped near Dalit Prerna Sthal, around a kilometre from the Chilla border, an entry point to Delhi, where 

senior police officers tried to pacify them. Traffic on the stretch re-sumed around 6 pm after the protesting farmers gave a week's time to fulfil their various demands, including the payment of land acquisi-tion dues, as mandated by the Land Acquisition Act, 2013.In a statement, the Samyukt Kisan Morcha (SKM) — an umbrella or-

ganisation of 12 farmers' bodies — said the farmers had decided to stay at Dalit Prerana Sthal for the time being following assurances from the authorities that the chief secretary would meet to "discuss and settle their demands". It said the agitation 
would continue till their 
demands were met."The Yogi Adityanath government has failed to ensure justice to the farmers. The BJP-led Uttar Pradesh government has not revised the land circle rate since 2017 and land-owners have been denied adequate, lawful compen-sation and other benefits assured by the Land Acqui-sition Act, 2013," it said. Shashikant, a member of the SKM's national execu-tive, told PTI that the pro-test was organised under the aegis of the SKM's Gau-tam Buddh Nagar unit.

Farmers’ ‘Delhi Chalo’ march on land 
compensation stopped in Noida

Farmers and Kisan Ekta Sangh members break police barricades 
during their protest march in Noida, on Monday

Cong workers 
stopped from

going to 
Sambhal

PTI, LUCKNOW/
SAMBHAL (UP): Scores of Congress workers jostled with 
police personnel and tried to scale bar-
ricades outside the party office in Luc-know on Monday as a party delegation led by its Uttar Pradesh unit chief Ajay Rai was prevented from leaving for Samb-hal, which has been made out of bounds by administration after the November  24 violence.Amid high drama, Rai, who took the driver's seat in his car with senior party leader PL Punia next to him, could not leave for the "fact-finding" visit even as scuffles broke out between 
the cops and the slo-gan-shouting party workers, who tried to clear the way for  
their leaders.

15 CISF personnel 
booked; force 

files counter FIR
PTI, MUMBAI: Police have registered a case against 10 to 15 CISF personnel for allegedly assaulting a doctor, his brother and 
another person in a road rage incident in Maha-rashtra's Navi Mumbai township, officials said  on Monday.The central force said it also filed a police FIR against the driver of the car and his brother as the former "hurled verbal abuses and attempted to assault" the Central Indus-trial Security Force (CISF) bus driver.

It has ordered a court of inquiry (CoI) into the incident, which it claimed took place after the car "suddenly" overtook the CISF bus and "abruptly stopped" in front.The accused CISF per-sonnel have been issued 
notices in connection with the incident, which took place at 10:15 pm on November 29, the  officials said.

ROAD RAGE CASE

Akal Takht holds Sukhbir Badal guilty, tells him 
to clean toilets and serve in langar
CHANDIGARH/AMRITSAR:  In a scathing indictment of the 
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) and its president Sukhbir Singh 
Badal, Akal Takht Jathedar Giani Raghbir Singh on Monday 
imposed religious punishment on Badal and other senior 
Akali leaders, saying they were unfit to lead the Sikh 
community. In an unprecedented move, the Jathedar also 
revoked the title of Fakhr-e-Qaum (Pride of the Nation) 
awarded to former Punjab Chief Minister Parkash Singh 
Badal. As part of the punishment, Sukhbir Badal and core 
committee members of the Akali Dal, including cabinet 
ministers from 2015, were ordered to clean toilets, serve 
in the langar (community kitchen), perform Nitnem (daily 
Sikh prayers), and recite Sukhmani Sahib. Placards were 
also placed around their necks as part of the sentence.

Telangana: Woman constable murdered by 
brother in suspected honour killing
HYDERABAD: A 29 year-old woman constable was 
murdered allegedly by her brother in Ibrahimpatnam near 
here on Monday in a suspected case of honour killing, 
police said. The woman's husband in a complaint to police 
accused her brother of killing her as he was against their 
inter-caste marriage, they said. Police said the accused 
was allegedly hatching a plan to eliminate his sister for a 
week "as he did not like the couple's inter-caste marriage". 
As part of the plan the accused also deputed a person to 
watch her movements and came in a car, hit her two-
wheeler and stabbed her on the neck, police said adding 
the accused has been apprehended.

Neighbour arrested over theft of Rs 1 cr,  
267 sovereign gold heist in Kerala
KANNUR (KERALA): The Kerala police on Monday arrested 
the neighbour of a trader in connection with the theft 
of over Rs 1 crore and 267 sovereigns of gold, valued at 
approximately Rs 1.52 crore, from the latter's residence 
in Kannur district about two weeks ago. The accused, 
Lijeesh (45), was taken into custody on Saturday by 
an investigation team formed to probe the case, the 
police said. His arrest was recorded on Monday after 
he confessed to his crime on Sunday evening during 
interrogation. Kannur city police commissioner, Ajit Kumar 
said in a press conference that Lijeesh, a Gulf returnee, a 
welder by profession, carried out the theft by breaking the 
window of the house in Valapattanam. 

Karnataka IPS 
officer dies in 
road accident

PTI, HASSAN (KARNA-
TAKA): A 26-year-old IPS officer on his way to take up his first posting 
died in a road accident in Hassan district, po-lice said on Monday.Harsh Bardhan was a 2023-batch IPS officer of the Karnataka cadre and hailed from Madhya Pradesh, they said. The accident took place on Sunday evening, when the tyre of the police vehicle he was travelling in alleg-edly burst near Kittane in Hassan taluk, follow-ing which the driver lost control and the vehicle 
hit a house and a tree on the roadside, police said.  Soon after getting the news of the accident, Akhilesh Singh, who is posted as Sub Division-al Magistrate in Madhya Pradesh, rushed to Kar-nataka to collect the re-mains of his son. 

Maha CM’s name  
to be announced 

on Dec 4
PTI, MUMBAI/NEW DELHI: The suspense over who will be Maharashtra's new chief minister will end on Decem-ber 4, when the state BJP leg-islature party elects its new leader, a senior party func-tionary said on Monday.Earlier in the day, the BJP named Finance Minister Nir-mala Sitharaman and for-mer Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani as its central observers for the legislature  party meeting.


