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PTI, BENGALURU: BJP MLA 
Munirathna was arrested 
on Saturday in connection 

with two FIRs being lodged 
against him for alleged 
harassment, threats and 

BJP MLA Munirathna arrested over harassment, 
threats and casteist abuse

casteist abuse, police said.
"We have taken him into 

custody. He was detained 
in Kolar and brought to 
Bengaluru, after which he 
has been formally arrest-
ed in connection with the cases filed against him," a senior police officer said.

Advocate Sadananda, 
representing the BJP MLA 

and former minister, said 
the allegations were far 
from the truth and added 
there was no evidence. 

"We will also be ap-
proaching the high court," 
he told reporters. "We will file a counter complaint 
against the complainants 
and the truth will come out."

The cases against the Ra-

jarajeshwarinagar MLA were filed at Vyalikaval 
police station on Friday, they said. Official sourc-
es said Munirathna was 
taken to Bowring Hospi-
tal for a medical checkup 
and then to police sta-
tion. His supporters had also gathered at Vyalika-
val police station.

Citing violation of par-
ty discipline, the state BJP 
has issued a showcause 
notice to Munirathna 
and asked him to clarify 
the allegations before a 
disciplinary committee within five days.

BJP leaders, including 
Union minister Prahlad 
Joshi and Leader of Op-
position in the Karnata-
ka Assembly R Ashoka, 
while maintaining that 
action should be taken 
against Munirathna if 
he had committed any 
wrong, termed his "hur-
ried arrest" vendetta pol-
itics and preplanned.

The contractor al-
leged that Munirathna 
had initially demanded 
Rs 20 lakh in 2021 for 
a solid waste disposal 
contract. 


