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Security personnel carry 
Burmese cigarettes 
that were seized in an 
operation, at Madhubari 
link road in Dharmanagar, 
Tripura, on Saturday

People gathere after a 
tree fell on an auto during 
rains on the Suri-Bolpur 
main road, in Birbhum, 
West Bengal, on Saturday

Monks of Swaminarayan 
Temple offer a holy bath 
to Lord Swaminarayan on 
the occasion of ’Jal Jilani 
Ekadashi’, at Swaminarayan 
Gurukul, in Surat, on Saturday

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal with wife Sunita 
Kejriwal offers prayers at 
the Hanuman Temple at 
Connaught Place, in New 
Delhi, on Saturday

OF BELLS AND BLESSINGS

PTI, SRINAGAR:  Three 
terrorists were killed on 
Saturday following an 
overnight gunbattle with 
security forces in Jammu 
and Kashmir's Baramulla district, officials said, term-ing it as a "significant suc-
cess" ahead of the assem-
bly elections.Briefing the media af-
ter the operation in Chak 
Tapper Kreeri in the Pattan 
area of the north Kash-
mir district, Commander 
of the Army's 10 Sector Rashtriya Rifles Brigadier 
Sanjay Kannoth said that 
security forces had been 
receiving inputs about the 
movement of terrorists in 
Kreeri.

"Last night, we received 

specific intelligence from 
intelligence agencies about 
the presence of some uni-dentified terrorists in Chak 

Tapar/Watargam," he said, 
adding that a cordon was 
established at the suspect-
ed location.

"Our columns were fired 
upon by the terrorists hid-
ing in a disused building. As 
per the standard operating 
procedures, we returned the fire. The location was 
cordoned and reinforce-
ments were inducted," Brig 
Kannoth said.

He said the terrorists 
continued with incessant heavy firing on the troops 
throughout the night which 
was effectively countered.

"The operation contin-
ued in the morning when 
our troops in a very profes-
sional manner engaged the 
terrorists and neutralised 
them without any collat-
eral damage to civilian life 
and property," the army of-ficer added.

In the operation, three 
"hardcore" terrorists were 
neutralised and a large 
quantity of war-like stores 
were recovered, Brig Kan-
noth said, adding that the 
identity of the terrorists is 
yet to be ascertained.The officer said keeping 
in view the forthcoming 
sensitive events in the UT, 
"this operation assumes significant importance and 
is a notable success for the 
security forces and a dis-
ruption of nefarious Paki-
stani design in the Kashmir 
Valley".

Campaigning is on in 
Jammu and Kashmir for 
the three-phase Assembly 
elections which are being 
held after 10 years.

3 terrorists killed in encounter 
with security forces in J&K

Security personnel during an encounter with militants at Chak 
Tapper Kreeri Pattan area, in Baramulla district, Jammu and 
Kashmir, on Saturday

Artistes depicting Onapottans, folk characters who do not speak, but go from house to house offering blessings 
of prosperity, perform during the Onam celebrations in Kozhikode, Kerala, on Saturday

PTI, KOLKATA: Forty-
year-old Arpan Maity, a 
practising physician and 
an alumnus of R G Kar 
Medical College and Hos-
pital, was busy collecting 
food items, clothes, rain-
coats, umbrellas and oth-
er materials at a make-
shift counter near the 
state health department 
headquarters where 
thousands of medics have 
been staging a sit-in for the last five days.

From cots, bed sheets 
and raincoats to large um-
brellas and food packets, the agitators are flooded 
with items from common 
people, Maity told PTI at 
the agitation site.

“Till 2 pm on Satur-
day, 3,000 food packets 
have been served for 
free to people, not only 

to the protestors but also 
to local hawkers, rick-
shaw-pullers, autorick-
shaw drivers, journalists 
and other those who have 
come to the site to ex-
press solidarity with the 
movement,” he said.

Prajakta Sikdar, another 
volunteer who is dividing 
her time between raising 
slogans and manning one 

of the four counters at the 
protest site, said that till 
1.30 pm on Saturday, she 
had distributed around 
600 vegetarian food pack-
ets among the people.

“Please don't hesitate... 
Tell me what you want, 
we have prepared all 
these packets for you. If 
you want to have cakes or 
other refreshments, that 

People offer food, umbrellas to agitating doctors; 
thousands treated at free ‘Abhaya’ clinic

is also available,” she was heard 
telling a person.

A taxi driver was seen un-
loading hundreds of packets 
of food from the vehicle's boot, 
while three people in anoth-
er vehicle were seen bringing 
folding cots to the site.

“A well-wisher, who is a teach-
er of an English medium school 
in Sodepur, has sent these 400 
food packets but she can't iden-
tify herself,” the taxi driver said 
while offering a packet to this 
correspondent.

Dibyendu Banerjee, a 
junior doctor manning the 
'Abhaya' Clinic, which has 
been set up to treat patients 
at the site, said that till now 
350 people, including po-
licemen, have been treated.

PTI, SRINAGAR:  Con-
gress on Saturday ac-
cused the Centre of 
failing to end terror 
attacks in Jammu and 

Kashmir and claimed 
that terrorism has re-
turned stronger in un-
ion territory where it 
had been eliminated 

Terrorism increased in J&K since 
Modi sworn in for third term: Cong

many years ago.

PTI, SHIMLA: Shops re-
mained closed in several 
towns across Himachal 
Pradesh on Saturday as a 
two-hour bandh was ob-
served in protest against 
unauthorised construc-
tion of mosques in the 
state and the recent police 
action on demonstrators.

The bandh call till 11 
AM given by the VHP and 
various business groups 
saw protest marches by 
some Hindu organisa-
tions at Bilaspur, Kullu, 
Chamba, Hamirpur, Poan-
ta Sahib and other plac-
es. There was not much 
impact in Shimla as the 
Beopar Mandal had al-
ready observed a bandh 
on Thursday.

The protesters also 
recited Hanuman chal-
isa during the bandh 
period in Hamirpur 
and Chamba towns and 
raised slogans.

The protest was 
against unauthorised 
construction of a portion 
of a mosque in Shimla 
and encroachment on 
government land by a 
mosque in Mandi besides 
baton charge on protes-
tors of Hindu groups in 
Shimla on Wednesday 
and use of water can-
non on demonstrators 
in Mandi on Friday, VHP officer bearers said.

The protesters are 
also demanding verifi-
cation of outsiders living 
in the state.

“The Manali Beopar 
Mandal kept the shops 
closed for two hours,” 
said Rajneesh, general 

secretary Manali Beopar 
Mandal Rajneesh.

Shops also remained 
closed in Dalhousie. Prop-er verification of outsid-
ers should be done and 
encroachments should be 
dealt strictly, said a shop-
keeper of Dalhousie.

Ten people includ-
ing four police person-
nel were injured in the 
clash between the po-
lice and the protestors 
in Sanjauli area of Shim-
la town on Wednesday 
and FIRs have been reg-
istered against 50 peo-
ple by the police.

“There have been sev-
eral incidents of Mus-
lims taking laws in 
hands in Chamba and we 
have been strongly ad-
vocating for verification 
of outsiders for a long 
time,” said VHP state 
president Keshav Verma.

Bandh observed in several towns, people 
demand verification of outsiders

HIMACHAL 
MOSQUE DISPUTE

Doctors stage a ’dharna’ against the alleged rape and killing 
of a trainee doctor, in Kolkata, on Saturday

PTI, GUWAHATI:  The Assam govern-
ment on Saturday ordered suspension of 
mobile internet services across the state 
for three-and-half hours from 10 am on 
September 15 during a written examina-
tion for recruitment to Grade III posts.

Voice calls and broadband connectiv-ity based on fixed telephone lines will 
remain functional, it added.The notification, signed by Ajay Tewari, 
additional chief secretary, Home and Po-
litical department, said it has been issued 
“in the interest of holding free, fair and 
transparent public examination and also 
to prevent arising of any law and order 
issues having bearing on public safety”.

Mobile Internet/ mobile data/ mobile wi-fi services in the entire state will re-
main suspended from 10 am to 1.30 pm 
on Sunday.“It is however clarified that the voice 
calls and the broadband connectivity based on fixed telephone lines may re-
main functional during the aforesaid pe-riod,” the notification said.

Mobile net to be suspended 
in Assam today for govt 

recruitment exam
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