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’N Korea has supplied 
7,000 containers of 
munitions to Russia’

PTI, SEOUL: North Korea has 
shipped around 7,000 contain-ers filled with munitions and other military equipment to Russia since last year to help support its war in Ukraine, South Korea's defense minister said Monday.Shin Won-sik shared the as-sessment at a news conference 
hours after the South Korean and Japanese militaries said the North fired multiple short-range ballistic missiles into its eastern waters, adding to a streak of weapons displays amid growing tensions with rivals.

Since the start of 2022, North Korea has used Russia's inva-sion of Ukraine as a distraction to ramp up its weapons tests and has also aligned with Mos-cow over the conflict, as leader Kim Jong Un tries to break out of diplomatic isolation and join a united front against the US.US and South Korean offi-cials have accused North Korea of supplying Russia with artil-lery shells, missiles and other equipment in recent months to help fuel its war on Ukraine, saying that such arms transfers accelerated after a rare summit between Kim and Russian Presi-dent Vladimir Putin in Sept.
Chinese Foreign Minister meets New Zealand 

counterpart to start diplomatic tour
PTI, WELLINGTON: Chi-nese Foreign Minister Wang Yi met with his New Zealand counter-part Monday, as China's most senior diplomat be-gan a tour of the country and Australia.Deputy Prime Minis-ter and Foreign Minister Winston Peters greeted Wang in Wellington, New Zealand's capital.There have been some significant developments since we last met, not least a global pandemic that impacted both our countries,” Peters said in his opening comments of their formal meeting at New Zealand's parlia-ment house.Today is a valuable op-portunity to reflect on the challenges and opportuni-ties that are now before us.Wang is the high-est-ranking Chinese poli-tician to visit the country since his own previous visit in 2017.New Zealand has had strong economic ties with China in recent years, and was the first developed country to sign a bilateral free trade deal with Bei-jing in 2008.While in Wellington, Wang will also have brief meetings with Prime 
Minister Christopher 
Luxon and Trade Minis-ter Todd McClay.China looks forward 

to working with the two countries to deliver on the common understand-ings between the lead-ers, enhance strategic communication, deepen mutual trust, advance exchanges and co-opera-tion, promote the steady and sustained growth of the China-New Zealand and China-Australia com-prehensive strategic part-
nerships and contribute to world peace, stability and prosperity, foreign ministry spokesman Wang Wenbin said.Wang will arrive in Canberra, Australia on Wednesday to meet with counterpart Penny Wong, with dialogue between the 
pair expected to center on 
the case of detained Aus-tralian Yang Hengjun.It will be the first time the two foreign ministers have met face to face since Yang was found guilty of espionage following a closed trial and sentenced to death with a two-year reprieve in February.Also on the agenda will be the removal of the last-remaining trade tar-iffs that were imposed by China in 2020 and were widely regarded as pun-ishment for the previous Australian government passing laws that ban cov-ert foreign interference in domestic politics, for barring Chinese-owned 

telecommunications giant Huawei from rolling out Australia's 5G network due to security concerns and for calling for an independent investigation of the COV-ID-19 pandemic.
The trade tariffs cost the local economy an estimated 20 billion Australian dollars ($13 billion), but have since been wound back on most goods except wine, rock lob-sters and some abattoirs. 

PTI, MOSCOW: Russia won't relent in its invasion of Ukraine, with one of its forthcoming goals being to establish a buffer zone along the border to help protect against long-range Ukrainian strikes and cross-border raids, Russian President Vladimir Putin said.The Kremlin's forces have recently made battlefield progress as Kyiv's troops struggle with a severe short-age of artillery shells and exhausted front-line units after more than two years of war. The front line stretches over 1,000 kilometers of eastern and southern Ukraine.But the advances have been slow and costly, while Ukraine has increas-ingly used its long-range firepower to hit oil refineries and depots deep in-side Russia. Also, groups claiming to be Ukraine-based Russian opponents of the Kremlin have launched cross-bor-der incursions.In view of the current tragic events, we will be forced at some point, when we consider it necessary, to create a certain sanitary zone' on the territo-ries controlled by the (Ukrainian gov-ernment), Putin said late Sunday.He spoke at a news conference fol-lowing the release of election returns that showed him securing a fifth six-year term by a landslide in an elec-tion devoid of any real opposition that followed his relentless crack-down on dissent.

The announcement came on the eve of the 10th anniversary of Russia's sei-zure of Ukraine's Crimea Peninsula, which set the stage for Russia to invade its neighbor in 2022.Putin has been vague about his goals in Ukraine since Russia's full-scale invasion of its neighbor in February 2022 floundered.But he said one of Russia's aims now is to create a security zone that would be quite difficult to penetrate using the foreign-made strike assets at the ene-my's disposal.Putin again warned the West against deploying troops to Ukraine. A possi-ble conflict between Russia and NATO would put the world a step away from World War III, he said.French President Emmanuel Macron recently said that sending Western troops into Ukraine shouldn't be ruled out, though he said the current situa-tion doesn't require it.Commenting on the prospects for peace talks with Kyiv, Putin reaffirmed that Russia remains open to negoti-ations but won't be lured into a truce that will allow Ukraine to rearm.But Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy appeared to shut the door to talks, saying Putin must be put on trial at the International Court of Justice in The Hague, which last year issued an arrest warrant for Putin for war crime charges. 

Russia planning buffer zone to protect 
against cross-border attacks: Putin

PTI, SEOUL: North Korea fired multiple short-range ballistic missiles toward its eastern waters on Monday morning, its neighbours said, days after the end of the South Korean-US military drills that the North views as an invasion rehearsal.The launches were North Korea's first known missile testing activities in about a month. Outside experts earlier predicted North Korea would extend its run of missile tests and intensify its warlike rheto-ric ahead of the US presi-dential election in Novem-ber to boost its leverage in future diplomacy.
Japan's Defence Minis-try said North Korea fired three missiles, two togeth-er at 7:44 am and the oth-er about 37 minutes later. Japanese PM Fumio Kishi-da told a parliamentary 

session that the North Ko-rean missiles landed in the waters between the Kore-an Peninsula and Japan, all outside of Japan's exclusive economic zone, and that no damage or injuries have been reported.
Kishida denounced 

North Korea's repeated 

ballistic missile tests as 
acts  “that threaten the peace and safety of Ja-pan, the region and the international society”. He said Japan strongly protested against North Korea over its testing ac-tivities, saying they vio-lated UN Security Council resolutions that ban the North from engaging in any ballistic activities.South Korea's military said it also detected  “sev-eral” suspected short-range ballistic launches by North Korea on Monday morning. The Joint Chiefs of Staff called the launch-

es  “clear provocation” 
that threaten peace on the Korean Peninsula. It said South Korea will maintain readiness to repel any provocation by N Korea, based on its solid military alliance with the US.According to Japan and South Korean assessments, the North Korean missiles fired from its capital re-gion travelled a distance of 300-350 kilometres at the maximum speed of 50 kilo-metres per hour.The US State Department condemned the launches, saying they pose a threat to the North's neighbours 

and undermine regional security. A State Depart-ment statement said the US commitment to the de-
fence of South Korea and Japan remain  “ironclad”.The US stations a total of 80,000 troops in South Ko-rea and Japan, the backbone of its military presence in the Asia-Pacific region.During the South Ko-rea-US military drills that ended on Thursday, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un guided a series of military training exercises involving tanks, artillery guns and paratroopers and called for greater war fighting capa-bilities. The 11-day South Korean-US drills involved a computer-simulated com-mand post training and 48 kinds of field exercises, twice the number conduct-ed last year.

The North didn't per-form any missile tests during its rivals' training, however. Its missile tests are considered much big-ger provocations as North Korea has been pushing hard to mount nuclear warheads on its missiles targeting the US mainland and its allies. 

N Korea resumes missile tests

A woman walks past a television showing a news broadcast 
with file footage of a North Korean missile test, at a railway 
station in Seoul on Monday

Raises tensions with its rivals after their military drills end


