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PTI, PORT LOUIS: Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu on 
Monday met her Mauri-
tian counterpart Prithvi-
rajsing Roopun and held 
comprehensive discus-
sions on ways to advance 
the long-standing and 
multi-faceted bilateral 
ties between India and 
Mauritius.

President Murmu gift-
ed a RuPay card, which 
was recently launched 
in Mauritius, to Presi-
dent Roopun.

Murmu arrived here 
earlier in the day on a 
three-day state visit dur-
ing which she would be 
the chief guest at the 
country's National Day 
celebrations on Tuesday.

In a post on X, the official handle of the 
President of India said 
that President Murmu 
had a warm and cordial 
meeting with President 
Roopun at the Presiden-
tial State House.

“The two leaders dis-
cussed ways to further 
strengthen the unique 
and multi-faceted bi-
lateral relationship, in-
cluding through capacity 
building, science & tech-
nology, and collaboration 
in various developmen-
tal projects,” it said, shar-
ing a few photographs of 
the meeting.

President Murmu also 
appreciated the Ayurve-
dic Garden which was 
set up on the grounds 
of the State House last 
year, it said.

The Ministry of Exter-

nal Affairs said Murmu 
was warmly received 
by Roopun at the State 
House ahead of their bi-
lateral talks.

“The two leaders held 
discussions on avenues to 
advance the long-stand-
ing and close relations 
between India and Mau-
ritius, built on the solid 
foundation of kinship, 
culture and strong peo-
ple-to-people linkages,” it 
said sharing a few photo-
graphs of the meeting.

Roopun, 64, was born 
in an Arya Samaj family.

Murmu also visited the 
Ayurvedic Garden which 
was set up at the Presi-
dential State House last 
year in collaboration with 
the AYUSH ministry.

“Traditional medicine 
is an important area of 
partnership between the 
two countries,” the MEA 
underlined, sharing some 
photographs of Presi-
dent Murmu visit to the 
Ayurvedic Garden.

The President also paid 
respects to Sir Seewoosa-
gur Ramgoolam and Sir 
Anerood Jugnauth at the 
Pamplemousses Botani-
cal Garden.

The MEA posted,  “A 
solemn homage to the 
architects of India-Mau-
ritius enduring ties!”  “A 
moment of reverence 
& remembrance for the two towering figures 
in Mauritius's history, 
who strived to deepen 
the long-standing In-
dia-Mauritius friend-
ship,” it added.
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PTI, LONDON: Overseas 
care workers, including 
Indians, will be restricted 
from bringing depend-
ant family members with 
them to the UK under 
new visa rules that come 
into force from this week.The UK Home Office 
had announced the plans 
earlier and on Monday 
said the new rules fol-
low a  “disproportion-
ate” 120,000 dependants 
accompanying 100,000 
workers on the care 
visa route last year. It is 
claimed the move will 
radically cut net migra-
tion to the UK and tackle 
visa abuse to bring down 
unsustainable levels of le-
gal migration.

Care workers make an 
incredible contribution 
to our society, taking care 
of our loved ones in times 
of need. But we cannot 
justify inaction in the face 
of clear abuse, manipula-
tion of our immigration 
system and unsustaina-
ble migration numbers, 
said UK Home Secretary 
James Cleverly.

It is neither right nor 
fair to allow this unac-
ceptable situation to 
continue. We promised 
the British people action, 
and we will not rest un-
til we have delivered on 
our commitment to bring 
numbers down substan-
tially. Our plan is robust 
but fair protecting British 
workers while ensuring 
the very best internation-

al talent can work and 
study here, to add value 
to our society and grow 
the economy, he said.

The changes come 
into force as the govt 
prepares to lay the new 
rules before Parliament 
on Thursday. Care pro-
viders in England acting 
as sponsors for migrants 
will also be required to 
register with the Care 
Quality Commission the 
industry regulator for 
Health and Social Care, a 
move the govt says will 
crack down on worker 
exploitation and abuse 
within the sector.

International care 
workers make an invalu-
able contribution caring 
for our loved ones, but in-
ternational recruitment 
and more immigration 
are not long-term solu-
tions to our social care 
needs. These rules pro-
vide a more ethical and 
sustainable approach, 
said Minister for Social 
Care Helen Whately.

We are boosting our 
homegrown workforce 
by reforming social care 
careers. These include the first ever national ca-
reer path for care work-
ers and a new care qual-ification. Our reforms will 
grow the domestic work-
force and build on our 
success over the last year 
that saw more people 
working in social care, 
fewer vacancies and low-
er staff turnover, she said.
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