
GOA,  MONDAY ,  MARCH   4 ,  2024 10 obituaries / news

AFP, BERLIN: German 
police briefly detained 
several people on Sun-
day in Berlin during a 
manhunt for two mem-
bers of the far-left mil-
itant Baader-Meinhof 
gang, who have been on 
the run for more than 
30 years.

Police have been seek-
ing Ernst-Volker Staub, 
69, and Burkhard Gar-
weg, 55, from the radical 
anti-capitalist group also 
known as the Red Army 
Faction (RAF). 

The search for the two men had intensi�ied 
in the last days, after 
Monday's arrest of Dan-
iela Klette, 65, the third 
member of the long-
sought-after trio from 
RAF that carried out sev-
eral bombings, kidnap-
pings and killings that 
traumatised Germany in 
the 1970s and 1980s.

Police initially an-
nounced the arrests of 
two men on Sunday but 

later said that further ar-
rests had been made.

However, subsequent 
identity checks have con�irmed that "they are not the people sought," a 
police spokesman said, 
adding that those arrest-
ed have been released.

Since the RAF disband-
ed in 1998, Klette and 
the two fugitives were believed to have been �i-
nancing their lives on the 
run through robberies of 
money transporters and 
supermarket cash heists.

Klette, the only woman tagged as "dangerous" 
on Europol's most-want-
ed list, was arrested on 
Monday in Berlin on sus-
picion of attempted mur-
der and various serious 
robberies between 1999 
and 2016.

Following the break-
through, police said they 
believed the two re-
maining fugitives were 
also hiding in the Ger-
man capital.

PTI, KUALA LUMPUR:

Malaysia's government 
said on Sunday it may re-
new the hunt for missing Malaysia Airlines �light 
MH370 after a US technol-ogy �irm proposed a fresh 
search in the southern 
Indian Ocean where the 
plane is believed to have 
crashed a decade ago.

Transport Minister 
Anthony Loke said Tex-as-based Ocean In�inity 
has proposed another no �ind, no fee basis to scour 
the seabeds, expanding from the site where it �irst 
searched in 2018. He said 
he has invited the compa-
ny to meet him to evaluate new scienti�ic evidence it has to �ind the plane's �inal 
resting place.

If the evidence is credi-
ble, he said, he will seek 
Cabinet's approval to 
sign a new contract with 
Ocean Infinity to resume 
the search.

The government is 
steadfast in our resolve to 
locate MH370, Loke told 
a remembrance event to 
mark the 10th anniversa-
ry of the disappearance of 
the jet. We really hope the 
search can find the plane 
and provide truth to the 
next-of-kin.

The Boeing 777 plane 

carrying 239 people, most-
ly Chinese nationals, from 
the Malaysian capital, Kua-
la Lumpur, to Beijing, van-
ished from radar shortly 
after taking off on March 8, 
2014. Satellite data showed 
the plane deviated from its �light path and was be-
lieved to have crashed in 
the southern Indian Ocean.

Malaysia may renew search for MH370 
plane, 10 years after it vanished

A woman writes well messages on the message board during 
the tenth annual remembrance event at a shopping mall, in 
Subang Jaya, on the outskirts of Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Hunt for Baader-
Meinhof fugitives 

intensifi es in Berlin

Police search an area in Berlin, where police arrested two 
men in Berlin during a manhunt for two members of the 
far-left militant Baader-Meinhof gang, who had been on 
the run for more than 30 years

AFP, ROME: An Italian navy 
destroyer shot  down a 
drone that was approaching 
it in the Red Sea, where Yem-
en's Iran-backed Huthi re-
bels are attacking shipping, 
the defence ministry said."In accordance with the 
principle of legitimate de-
fence, the ship Duilio shot 
down a drone in the Red Sea" on Saturday, the min-
istry said in a statement."The drone, bearing 
similar features to those 
already used in previous 
attacks, was located six 
kilometres (about four 
miles) from the Italian ship and was �lying towards it," 
it added.

The Huthis say they are 
attacking Israeli-linked 
shipping in solidarity with 
war-torn Gaza, where Israel 
is battling Palestinian Ha-

mas militants in a war that 
has roiled the region since 
erupting on October 7.

The unrest has forced 
several companies to re-
route shipments in the 
commercially vital water-
way, driving up delivery 
times and costs.

Key Israel ally the United 
States has led reprisal strikes 

on Huthi targets in Yemen in 
a bid to quash the attacks, 
creating an international 
force to protect shipping.

Italy has pledged to take 
command of a separate EU 
naval force in the Red Sea, but parliament must �irst 
approve the move and the 
formal procedures have ad-
vanced slowly.

Italian warship downs 
drone in Red Sea

Italian Navy air warfare destroyer Caio Duilio

PTI, COLOMBO: A Sri Lan-
kan minister on Sunday said 
the country's external sec-
tor performance has seen a 
marked improvement year 
on year with tourism fetch-
ing USD 342 million in Janu-
ary 2024, an impressive 122 
per cent jump from last year.

Speaking in Ruwanwel-

la, his home constituency, 
Minister of State for Finance 
Ranjith Siyambalapitiya was 
delving into the Central Bank 
of Sri Lanka's external sector 
indicators issued mid-week.

Siyambalapitiya said the bank �igures show that re-
ceipts from tourism had 
fetched USD 342 million, 

Lanka’s tourism sector sees 122 per 
cent growth in Jan 2024, says minister

which is a 122 per cent 
growth in January 2024 
year on year. The inward 
remittances from Sri 
Lankan expats in Janu-
ary 2024 had grown by �ive per cent to USD 488 
million up from USD 467 
million in January 2023.

The Sri Lankan rupee, 
which had seen a mas-
sive slump during the 
unprecedented econom-
ic crisis, had appreciated 
by 14.6 per cent in Janu-
ary of this year.

The foreign reserves 
had increased to USD 4.5 
billion in January up 114 
per cent from USD 2.1 
billion in January 2023.

The economy record-
ed positive growth in the 
third quarter of 2023 
after six successive quar-
ters of negative growth, 
Siyambalapitiya said. Sri 
Lanka in the second quar-
ter of 2022 had declared 
bankruptcy announcing the island's �irst ever sov-
ereign default.

Negotiations with the 
IMF for a bailout began 
almost immediately 
and the first tranche 
of the USD 2.9 billion 
facility was released in 
March 2023.

PTI, KYIV: The death 
toll rose to 10 on Sunday 
from a Russian drone 
strike that destroyed 
an apartment block in 
Ukraine's southern port 
city of Odesa the pre-
vious day when a local of�icial reported that the 
body of a third child was 
pulled from the rubble, 
along with that of the 
child's mother.

Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
called on Western allies 
to boost Ukraine's air 
defenses in the wake of 
the deadly attack.

Ukraine's interior 
ministry on Sunday 
reported that rescue 
workers that morning 
retrieved the remains of 
a woman and infant.

The mother tried 
to cover the 8-month-
old child with her own 
(body). She tried to save 
them. They were found in a �irm embrace, said 
a Telegram post pub-
lished on the ministry's of�icial channel.
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